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These astrological notes are part of my notes in notebooks, book margins and also in 
my memory over the past few months. Nor is it important when they have been 
written or thought, since many of these notes are timeless, let's put it that way. I 
wanted to offer my readers another free work for the Internet, in accordance with 
the energy of this new Age of Aquarius that is changing everything for us and that is 
also changing all of us. It is a small contribution to our 21st century astrology. 

(1) Beauty. There are many different manifestations in our world: a sculpture, a 
prehistoric cave decorated with rock art, a haute couture dress, a beautifully crafted 
fountain pen, a Renaissance palace, a waterfall, a balanced female face... it's there. 
where we can appreciate and enjoy it. For me, and as an astrologer, one of the most 
subtle, profound and interesting ways that beauty manifests itself is in a natal chart. 
Sometimes it contains an ineffable and incomparable beauty. Not everything is in 
sight, you have to know how to see it. But you also have to know how to read to enjoy 
a literary gem. 


For me, the beauty that emanates from the birth chart of the Renaissance artist 
Rafael Sanzio is a good example of this. The Sun-Venus conjunction (in Aries: 
energetic, passionate, spontaneous), as artistic as it is hedonistic, is located in the 
quintessential house of creativity: the V house. This conjunction is in trigon to 
Neptune in the I house, resizing it with considerable refinement and sensitivity 
(Neptune). In addition, the trine of Uranus, also in house I, adds what the symbol 
allows: originality, inventiveness, modernity. The dialogue that is established 
between the same person (house I) and what he creates (house V), goes far beyond 
the possibility of creating: it allows masterpieces to be poured into society. 
Obviously, because of the actors at stake: Neptune, Uranus and Sol-Venus. Even 
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more: the Moon in the I house endows Rafael with an additional dose of sensitivity, 
emotion and artistic instinct. Can you ask for more, as an artist? Your Jupiter in Libra 
in X does not interest me. It's worth nothing. I would have granted him success even 
without merit. It is what Jupiter has in X, or Jupiter in sextile or trine to Midheaven: 
success, promotion, recognition; but sometimes, undeserved, free. Yesterday and 
today anyone can be successful, in any field, but not everyone can draw or paint like 
Rafael. 


(2) A second example in which beauty manifests itself swimming between symbols, 
concepts, astrological techniques: Le Corbusier. An avant-garde genius of 20th 
century architecture. Your natal chart wonderfully reveals your tastes and 
constructive tendencies in a surprising way. Here, as in the case of Raphael and the 
rest of the examples that we will see throughout this work, we are only interested in 
certain isolated configurations, related to what is intended to be highlighted. I leave 
the reader the possibility of delving into the respective birth themes, justifying other 
biographical facts and discovering other realities, known or not. 


Let's start with your Gemini Ascendant, always restless, often intellectual. This natal 
point receives a sextile from Mars (acceleration, vigor, daring) and a trine from 
Mercury, which reinforces the precisely intellectual side. When Mercury touches the 
Ascendant by conjunction (mas), sextile or trine, it endows the person with greater 
vivacity, greater intellectual facility, so to speak. Many times the opposition behaves 
the same (as an example, the chess player Emanuel Lasker). These aspects do not 
provide intelligence per se, generally, but they do make the person more alert and 
smart, normally. Here, Mercury is comfortably installed in the V house, creating a 
direct link between the person himself (he is the natal ruler) and what emanates 
from him, in the form of an artistic, playful or artistic creation or manifestation. 
sports (house V). It goes without saying that the Swiss-French Le Corbusier was 
much more than a successful architect: painter, sculptor, man of letters and 

true intellectual of the last century. His house V contains four planets, including 
Mercury, Jupiter and a curious (almost exact) conjunction between the Sun and 
Uranus. Mercury and Jupiter are relatively well interlocked or connected in the 
chart: Mercury, tied to the Ascendant degree and the Midheaven, as well as to Mars 
and Saturn. Jupiter, square Saturn. However, the Sun-Uranus conjunction has no ties 
to other radical factors. It is what I call a floating conjunction. That is to say, its 
energy is encapsulated in the house or sector (and in the sign) where it is found, with 
the consequent advantages and disadvantages. The main advantage is the self- 
sufficiency and concentration (which is sometimes consumed in a sterile way) of your 
energy, which allows you to focus on what the sector itself means, without being 
conditioned (squares, oppositions) to other realities of the same letter. Its 
disadvantage, of course, lies in the lack of links (supports, outputs) with other points 
of the radix. Here, the sextile with the lunar North Node in the III house is 
insufficient to channel or release the explosive energy of said conjunction. We could 
say that this configuration (Sun and Uranus in conjunction) contains a good part of 
the talent, tendencies and concerns of this famous architect: original, 
groundbreaking, modern, different... and many other qualifying adjectives. 
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Note also that the Midheaven is in Aquarius, in line with what has been pointed out, 
and that its ruler, Uranus, is part of the same conjunction. The other side of the coin, 
the Sun, is the ruler of sector III: concrete thought, studies, among other meanings. 
It is easy to understand that this conjunction represents the union of the scholar and 
theoretician of architecture (House III) and the professional of said field (House X), 
through the sector of creativity (House V). His ideas were generally great, and his 
creativity knew no limits, but the lack of external aspects of the conjunction is, here, 
a serious handicap. The way in which it could have manifested itself could have been 
both in frustrated projects and in sterile or unfeasible ideas. This conjunction is also 
in the artistic sign of Libra. Just by having the Sun in Libra in V one is already a 
potential little artist. With Urano next door, a possible original artist, too. But let's 
not fool ourselves, because it is not a very orthodox combination, according to 
traditional artistic canons. The conjunction in Libra is available to Venus, which as 
dispositor is in Virgo (Cafda) and square to the Ascendant (orb: 6° 46' of arc, already 
on the limit). It does not deny artistic capacity as such (the square is a forced 
contact, but a contact), of course, but it perverts its purest nature (that of Venus) 
even without losing genius (Sun-Uranus in Libra in house V, among others). birth 
factors). Venus is also retrograde and without major aspects to other planets. It is 
probable that Le Corbusier's creations were, therefore, unsightly or not very 
beautiful, from a classical point of view. But they were functional, bright and 
original. I have had the opportunity to admire his Ciarte building in Geneva 
(Switzerland), inside and out, and without being a beautiful architectural work like 
one of the creations of Andrea Palladio (1508-1580), it is a very accomplished 
building and very well resolved, with some details and a general aesthetic that today, 
90 years later, seems to me very current, modern. Let's say that his creations were 
different, not very Venusian but interesting, very well thought out. 

Mars in opposition to the Midheaven is always an uncomfortable position, but it 
generates antibodies for the fight and helps to energetically defend the ideas and 
professional projects of the same person. And more so if Mars is physically in the 3rd 
house and connected to Mercury, so important in this architect's chart. If the V 
house is crucial in the chart of this universal genius, the III house is its foundation. 
The III-IX axis responds well to what we can call the intellectual side of the person; 
both at the level of training and pure intellective gifts. In this regard, consider the 
III-IX axis in high-level chess players, which can be highly activated (Capablanca, 
Alekhine, Euwe, Fischer, Kasparov). In the case of Le Corbusier, we have Saturn 
conjunct (exact aspect) to the 3rd house, which undoubtedly gave him depth of 
thought, and possibly endowed him with considerable constructive skills and abilities 
(calculation, vision, etc.). Saturn is the structure, the skeleton, and with this 
combination one thinks in an articulated, structured, constructive way. In my 
opinion, a very important aspect of your natal chart from an architectural point of 
view is the square of Jupiter in V (creativity, projects) with Saturn in III (concrete 
thinking). This pairing is, in itself, the aspect that best represents the same 
construction in architecture: grow, build Jupiter) in a structured and orderly manner 
(Saturn). And being in square, this occurs in a chaotic and inharmonious way (pun 
intended). Of course, when one is a genius -we have already revealed his talent as a 
creator- he can allow himself the luxury of building against the rules and regulations, 
turning his back on architectural orthodoxy and even defying the laws of physics. Be 
that as it may, that tense aspect is part of his way of conceiving the construction of 
buildings, and must be seen as positive, after all. Because a breakthrough approach 
is sometimes linked to the word progress. Visionaries in any field bring us today 
what may be habitual, normal, or even necessary tomorrow. Why not accept 
groundbreaking points of view and proposals? With a letter like this, success is not 
guaranteed, but originality is. 


(3) Before I have explained what I understand as a floating conjunction. There is 
another term coined by me that, without representing a new element in astrology -as 
in other sections, almost everything is invented or discovered-, by isolating it, 
defining it and giving it a name, this helps it to be taken more into account. This is 
the case of what I call Meeting Point : two planets that are not in aspect (or are with 
an orb that is too wide), but that aspect a third point or planet, said third point being 
in orb with the first two . This third point acts as a Meeting Point, where the two 
energies meet. From this fusion an indirect connection is born, a meeting between 
two principles or energies (planets) that can mix through that third planet or point of 
the chart. As an example, Albert Camus (b. 7-11 1913, 2:00 am, Mondovi, Algeria): 
the Moon and Venus are in a trigon to Midheaven, meeting at this point, although 
both planets are in a trigon at 8 degrees and, therefore, it, apparently not directly 
connected. 


(4) Previously I have referred to the strong III-IX axis of some outstanding chess 
players: intellect, thought... It is not difficult to find justification for this domal 
emphasis. And connecting this idea with the V house, with which Le Corbusier has 
previously been a protagonist, I want to point out a configuration that seems relevant 
to me, referring to the natal chart of one of the best chess players of all time: 
Alexander Alekhine. Your natal chart is well known, so it is not necessary to provide 
your birth data here. This Russian-French master of the 64 squares stood out for his 
creativity in playing chess, for his artistic conception, even for this intellectual game, 
signing very beautiful games. In my opinion, your house V has a lot to do with it: the 
conjunction between Neptune and Pluto in Gemini is in trigon to Saturn (in 
Exaltation) in VIII (investigation, deep analysis). But there is more: the always 
artistic and refined Mercury-Venus sextile involves two crucial sectors: the X 
house 

(professional activity) and House VIII, to which we have already assigned a well- 
defined role by commenting on the first outstanding combination. In short: creativity, 
art, elaborate and refined ideas playing chess, which is in contrast to the automatic, 
mechanical, mathematical, logical and almost perfect game of his staunch rival José 
Raul Capablanca. By the way, Le Corbusier and Alekhine had the Sun-Uranus 
conjunction in common. The first in the V house (an artist, a creator), and the second 
in the IX house (a thinker, with a more intellectual profile, perhaps). 


(5) On the other hand, it is curious how certain motivations and sporting abilities are 
manifested in the letter, at the domestic level. For example: Jack Nicklaus (golf) and 
Joe DiMaggio (baseball) have a strong III house. Possibly this sector is important in 
all technical, skill and precision sports that require a coordinated movement of the 
arms and legs. All sports are, the reader will think, but some more, it should be 
noted. In addition, the III house has to do with locomotion and both golf and baseball 
require that movement that moves us while keeping the mind and body connected 
with the sport itself. In contrast, there are other more physical sports, from the 6th 
house, such as soccer or swimming, with the complementary part to the same sport: 
massages, diet, physical-psychological routines, which are also related to said sector. 
I recommend the reader to study the letters of Nicklaus and DiMaggio, since they 
have also been geniuses or stars in their respective sports. Therefore, in some details 
we see the ability, the ease, the natural talent. In the first, configurations such as 
Sun-Mercury (conjunction), in turn conjunct to the III house and in sextile to the 
Ascendant (skill, sports intelligence), or the competitiveness of its (broad) Mars- 
Jupiter conjunction on the cusp of the V house, for example. In the second, Mercury 
in opposition to the VI house, together with Uranus (and Jupiter) in conjunction with 
the III house, colored by the sporty sign of Sagittarius (Ascendant, Sun) and an 
athlete Mars in I, typical of athletes, military and businessmen. But there is much 
more, like the pairing of sport par excellence: Mars-Jupiter, active and present in 


both charts. This last configuration does not give any genius, but it creates a good 
base for the person to be interested in the sport. 


(6) How can we improve the interpretation of a natal chart? How to go further? Well, 
in my New Manual of Astrology, the text that I recommend to learn and improve in 
reading the natal map, I propose a very complete interpretation protocol. Enough, I 
think. But from most of the astrology manuals of the last century, we only learn a 
flat, blunt, black and white astrology, without depth. It is an astrology in two 
dimensions: a planet in a sign, in a certain house, in aspect to another planet... No, 
that is not enough. Nor is it a question of having a more or less complete 
interpretation protocol. Quantity does not equal quality. In two hours of consulting - 
interpreting a letter - very little can be said, and in forty-five minutes, a lot. In my 
manual I insist on the need to enter a third dimension through the game of rulers of 
houses and the dispositors of planets, for example. Or in taking into consideration 
the quality of the planets, depending on the sign that hosts them. I mean its effect, 
the end result. That is to say, a Jupiter in the X house in Capricorn cannot be 
interpreted the same as if it were in Sagittarius; it doesn't even come close to a 
pilgrim Jupiter. These types of errors in judgment can be decisive. Note the poor 
"quality" of the letter from the President of the Spanish Government, Pedro Sanchez 
(n. 02-29-1972): it has up to a total of four planets in a bad cosmic state (Exile or 
Cafda). I know it's something very general, but it's still a handicap. For a normal life, 
for an average professional, it may not be decisive in anything, but at a higher level, 
yes. It does not prevent access to the highest level of politics, as is the case with 
Sanchez, but it is difficult to succeed in government responsibilities or in high tasks. 


Continuing with the thread of this note: I recommend to the reader the work 
Astrologia Rational, by Adolfo Weiss (Editorial Kier, Buenos Aires, Argentina), with 
several editions available. It is a classic, where we can learn to interpret a radix in 
depth. The work is inspired by the working method of JB Morin, one of the best 
astrologers of all time. There he insists on the need to have what I have listed 
(rulers, dispositors) and more, in order to squeeze all the juice that a natal chart can 
give. In this note I am going to expose this type of three-dimensional astrology -so to 
speak-, which takes into account the rulers and dispositors of the chart, as well as 
the cosmic state of the planets and other important details that help us to enrich the 
reading of all home map It does not contribute anything new to what I already 
expose in my astrology manual, but there are several examples that will broaden our 
horizons with respect to astrological analysis. 


(7) I want to start the (always partial) study of this series of letters with a well- 
known example: Pablo Picasso, perhaps the most universal Spanish artist. Since his 
life is known, it will be easier for us to see how certain radical configurations were 
decisive in his life. And since his letter is also known, it will not be necessary to 
include it here. Let's see simple elements in this example, easy to follow: its 
Ascendant is Leo, whose ruler, the Sun, is in Scorpio and in the 4th house. The sign 
gives us an important nuance: character, tendencies and so on. Here, it is the sun 
sign, but this is circumstantial. It is a Sun with few aspects, little connected with the 
chart: square to the Ascendant-Descendant and, forcing the orb, in a distant 
opposition with Saturn in the X house. The Sun in the IV justifies its brightness, its 
hatching in the second half of his life, as well as the importance of his home, which 
was home and workshop at the same time. It was there where he spent the most 
time, since he rarely went out and did not travel much. The square of the Sun (natal 
ruler) to the Ascending-Descending axis tells us about how he forced his person to 
the maximum, trying to bend life to his convenience, whether they were people or 
other realities. The opposition with Saturn in X is not difficult to understand: fight 
against the current, ambition, tensions. It is necessary to take into account, of 


course, the aspects that the Ascendant receives, since they redimension everything: 
a sextile of Venus (art), a trine of the Moon (imagination, popularity), the square of 
the Sun, already commented, and a square with Saturn, which connected with the 
Sun, made his character more closed, difficult, hard, although it stimulated his ego 
and his personal and professional ambition. The sextile of Venus to the Ascendant is 
very important, since the planet is in Libra, in its domicile, which adds strength and 
an invaluable positive charge, and in many ways (artistic, first). Here we are not 
going to judge whether Venus in III or the Moon in V contributed more or less to the 
level of talent and professional success. We are not studying the letter completely, 
but caressing part of the surface; or, even better, removing the background from the 
home map. For example: the Midheaven in Aries gave his professional career energy, 
frenetic activity, a certain sense of pioneering, artistic courage. He is an MC without 
aspects, but with an X house containing four planets in Taurus (art), which are the 
stamp that Picasso left on the story. A success story, with Jupiter in X, but also of 
work and ambition (Saturn). By the way, Saturn is the ruler of the 6th house, in 
Capricorn (work, austerity, regularity), and being in the 10th house suggests at the 
same time a high, prominent, prominent job, visible at a social level. Surely the 
reader will be able to put other labels to Neptune and Pluto, which are also in the 
tenth sector, and which must be read in part in a generational key. They can even 
explain your political activism. On the other hand, perhaps it is not by chance that 
the Saturn-Neptune pairing, which Picasso also has anchored in his X house, is 
related to socialism and communism, political tendencies that are very close to his 
own ideology. Be that as it may, whoever has four planets in the X always has their 
professional activity as a priority, without a doubt. It is interesting to observe that 
the ruler of Midheaven (Mars) derives information, content, motivation, experiences, 
to the XII house. It is not an easy combination (Mars in Cancer: Fall), but the cosmic 
state is softened by not having inharmonious aspects. What's more, it has harmonic 
aspects that allow it an outlet, at the energy level, channeling or interconnecting 
work in the workshop (that is, precisely, what Mars represents there) with 
professional activity: house X, or favoring its economy (sextile to Uranus in the 2nd 
house). It is hard not to imagine Picasso, with his Mars in XII, working alone in his 
studio, with his paintings, sculptures and ceramics. The dispositor of Mars - planet 
that governs the sign where it is -, the Moon, is in the expansive and optimistic sign 
of Sagittarius, in the V house: creativity, abundant works in number, wasting 
intentions and means. This link is very interesting, since it relates the work of house 
XII (which could well have been very different) with creativity, with what emanates 
from one (house V). If the Moon had been in the 3rd house, perhaps it would have 
been a more literary than an artistic creation, but it would also be necessary to 
change more things in its chart. More elements of Picasso's chart that I find 
interesting and that I want to highlight: seven out of ten planets in the eastern 
hemisphere (houses X to III) indicate his need for independence and autonomy. Six 
angular planets indicate activity or, better yet, proactivity. Pluto conjunct the cusp of 
the 11th house, and in opposition to the V, justifies different events and realities. At 
the 11th house level: the suicide of his friend Casagemas, which marked him so 
much, and his friendships (complex, dramatic, intense, plutonian...). Due to its effect 
in the V house (worse or more complicated in this case, since the conjunction is 
neutral, but the opposition is an inharmonious aspect): his passionate, love-hate 
relationship with his lovers and wives, which was often destructive , as well as the 
difficult relationship with her children (at least, with Paulo, her eldest son). But also 
at a creative level (house V) the Plutonian note is noticeable (forgive the pun): the 
presence of death, sex (Sun in Scorpio, in addition) and, no less important, its 
evolutionary, transforming sense of burn stages (pink, blue stages, cubism...). As an 
astrologer, he would also value his Uranus in II, which gave him a very peculiar 
sense of economy (he kept a large chest or trunk with millions of old Francs...), as 


well as allowed him great income, but not stability, according to with the nature of 
the planet. Uranus is the ruler of the VIII house and this justifies personal income (II) 
through third parties (dealers, collectors and others). In another order of things, note 
that this universal artist did not stand out for his oratory or his writings: Mercury in 
Scorpio, "hidden" in the 4th house, and with a relatively poor connection with the 
rest of the chart. That if, in gatherings of friends or with the children (Mercury) at 
home (IV), the dialogue existed. And more being Mercury the ruler of the XI house 
(friends). In fact, this justifies an important biographical fact: his youth friend (house 
XI) Jaume Sabartes lived with him (house IV) for decades, as his personal secretary 
and trusted man of the Malaga master. In this sketch without order and very 
selective, partial, of Picasso's chart, I want to point out three more things: first, the 
importance of a CI (cusp of the 4th house: family, origins, roots) in Libra, which has 
to do with with a painter father and art teacher, which undoubtedly marked him. 
Second, the cusp of the IX house in Pisces. This last combination has multiple 
readings, but I want to highlight the presence of the ruler (Neptune) in the X house, 
as it fits his biographical reality: all the long trips (IX house) that Picasso made were 
due to his own professional career (House IX). X), almost without exception. And 
there were not many, but rather stays (Paris, southern France). Third, the presence 
of the lunar South Node in the 11th house and the North Node in the V. In my 
opinion, this configuration has to do with gaining momentum, starting from friends 
or an artistic circle (11th house) to project towards your own creation (house V). And 
there is much more, but the reader can complete it on his part. 


(8) I have to say, before continuing with other examples, that the study of rulers and 
dispositors is very useful but it should always follow a first level analysis, so to speak. 
Planets in the sign, in the house, aspects joining sectors... and before, the 
interpretation protocol that I recommend in my books. Only then does this more 
refined and in-depth type of analysis make sense. Cold, without having previously 
entered the chart through the previous configurations (planets in the sign, in the 
house, etc.), the use of rulers and dispositors is not always correct and is wasted 
most of the time. In consultation, in addition, that second level of interpretation that 
comes from the hand of regents and dispositors gains a lot when there is a certain 
interaction with the client. When the client tells us about a section of his life, in one 
way or another, the feedback that this provides makes many things make sense and 
we are able to comment on aspects of that area of his life that we could hardly have 
thought of. Of course, this wonderful set of rulers and dispositors is very useful for 
going further in the study of a natal chart, although it has its limits in terms of the 
information it can provide. For example: Picasso had two sisters and one of them 
died while he was still a child. Without knowing this, could we tell from his natal 
chart? It is difficult, and one has to be especially inspired to venture such a thing. If 
we are guided by flat astrology, from planet to sign, in house and aspects, no. Our 
universal painter has Venus in Libra in the III house, very well aspected. But... the 
cusp of the 3rd house is at 6° (in the limit, as far as the orb) from Uranus, and the 
ruler of the 3rd house (Mercury) is in Scorpio in the 4th house, in opposition to Pluto 
(your device). Pluto is a malefic, let's not forget, and Uranus denotes extraordinary 
circumstances in relation to siblings. Isn't this additional information helpful? Of 
course. 


(9) A double example, historically linked: the French astrologer Jean Baptiste Morin 
and Cardinal Richelieu, who asked him for astrological advice on several occasions. 
Continuing with the intention of the previous paragraph, let's try to go further in the 
analysis of the natal chart of these two characters, fleeing from the flat astrology of 
the planet in sign and house. In Morin we have an Ascendant in Aries, whose ruler 
(natal), Mars, is in the 3rd house, in Cancer. This combination fits well with what 
seems to have been his life: management and housework III (studies, preparations, 


small paperwork, travel) for the lords, so to speak, whom he served. I also travel, 
especially around his country (France), which fits well with the III house (short 
trips). He also wrote, as we know ( Gallic Astrology is his masterpiece), and was 
intellectually active (House III). Even with very successful creations or elaborations 
(theories, for example). He also had his polemics with some of his contemporaries, 
something to which the combination of Mars (vehemence, aggressiveness at times) in 
III (communications) is no stranger. However, with Mars in Cancer much of the 
effect may be diluted and unsatisfactory or unsuccessful. His main work was 
published (house III: writings) only after his death, and some of his theories and 
contributions were not recognized; at least in his time. All in all, the aspects of Mars 
are not so bad and they are oxygen for your biography, either in the form of qualities 
or realities. Thus, the fact that the natal ruler receives a trine from the Sun is not 
something to be despised: personal brilliance, energy, vitality. You also receive a 
Jupiter trine: success, luck (in the abstract) and even favorable for longevity. 
Regarding this, note that Morin lived 73 years, which is not bad for the time in which 
he lived. Today it seems little to us, but then it was enough. But Mars, as natal ruler, 
has even more aspects: a trine to Saturn, which surely gave him perseverance, 
stamina, patience -something that would make up for his Aries Ascendant- and the 
determination necessary to complete his studies and works in astrology. Mars also 
has a square with Pluto -an aspect that he never suspected-, which may have added 
to the mix explosiveness, unforeseen events of all kinds, with physical risk included. 
Whenever we examine the natal ruler we cannot stop studying the ascending degree: 
Sign, aspects. Here, we have a Mercury sextile, which corroborates what we already 
know about Morin: smart, intellectually alert, with a facility for writing and, possibly, 
for arguing and discussing. His oratory had to be, if not brilliant, at least incisive, 
steely. This is provided by your Mars in III, of course. Uranus also sextiles the 
Ascendant: originality, inventiveness. And for acting together with Mercury, in the 
form of productive synergy, a certainly brilliant intellect. The sextile of Venus to the 
ascending degree may have helped him to overcome numerous trials and dangers to 
which he seems to have been exposed. But let's continue delving into your natal 
chart: the Midheaven in Capricorn -and without planets in the X house- represents 
the typical professional career in which one climbs a steep mountain, slowly, 
patiently, with seriousness and a fair amount of ambition. Especially if Saturn 
reinforces this tendency with its sextile to the MC. The sextile of the Moon also helps 
here in the form of popularity, in life or posthumously. But there are less easy 
aspects: Mars and Neptune are in opposition to the Midheaven, which is located near 
the Midpoint (indirect) of both planets. Because of this, professional life can become 
a fight to the death (Mars), with betrayals and disappointments (Neptune). And the 
regent of Midheaven? Saturn is in the 12th house, which indicates a vocation or an 
activity related to this sector, like astrology itself. Being in Pisces reinforces this 
idea, but the location by house also limited his radius of action and filled his life with 
servitudes from the XII house, with slavery and dependence for many years on his 
protectors, whom he served as an astrologer and in other less intellectually 
demanding tasks. Also here the Moon, with its conjunction with Saturn, offers him 
the possibility of being known (Moon) for his work (Saturn, ruler of the MC). The 
planet Saturn in XII has the support of Mars and Neptune (both trines). At the level 
of positive qualities (Trene) that add up: hard work (Mars), sensitivity and intuition 
(Neptune). Note that the ruler of the 6th house (day-to-day work, and sometimes 
work in general), Mercury, is in the 11th house, indicating that his professional role 
depended on his friends and protectors. Mercury in Aquarius, conjunct Uranus, helps 
make astrology (Aquarius, Uranus) a part of that activity; Fortunately for us, today's 
astrologers, who enjoy their astrology in the 21st century . 


(10) Let's go now to the cardinal's letter 


Richelieu. But not before once again reminding the reader that we are not studying 
these examples in depth here, in an orderly and rigorous way. No, here we even 
ignore simple planetary positions or interplanetary aspects, among other basic 
astrology manual configurations. Rather, we are now interested in the game of rulers 
and dispositors, which completes and resizes the basic analysis of all natal maps. 
Let's start with his Midheaven, in the regal sign of Leo. The zodiac sign already tells 
us a lot. The one who has this combination, at work is a lion, with a point of pride, 
brightness and to aspire to the best and to be noticed, too. The ruler of the MC, the 
Sun, is in the 11th house, in Virgo. Interesting combination, because here the Sun 
expresses itself in the key of Virgo: dedication, service, rigor, etc., at the same time 
that it shines through its friends or, as here, through its protectors. Let us not forget 
that the cardinal was prime minister in the France of Louis XIII. Of course, having 
the Sun in the XI is also related, in his case, to belonging to a privileged class (the 
ecclesiastical), and to being part of the College of Cardinals. But it also usually puts 
the person in touch with powerful, influential or, at least, brilliant friends (even if 
they shine for their money). In your case, the Sun is stronger, because it is close 
enough to the cusp of the house (quantitative value). On the other hand, the star 
king, ruler of the MC, is in square with Jupiter (6° orb). The product of such a 
combination could be this: the Sun in XI works (it is the ruler of the MC) for its 
friends or protectors (house XI), with efficiency, dedication, discretion, care and 
detail (Virgo), and contact with Jupiter in VIII it is related to the administration of 
state resources (house VIII). The square is, as often happens, a productive, positive 
tension. Jupiter is weak (Geminis: Exile), which certainly did not play in its favor with 
respect to the national economy (located in VIII). In a private company, they would 
be lost. But a country never goes bankrupt; at least, not the France of that time. 
However, this Jupiter is tied by an opportune sextile to the Midheaven, which 
elevated him and allowed him to remain in the political and social elite until his 
death. Knowing Richelieu's personal profile (character, tendencies, hobbies), his 
Ascendant had to be Scorpio, although he is officially at the end of the Libra sign. 


(11) In professional astrologers it is not uncommon to find the natal ruler in the so- 
called esoteric houses: the VIII and XII houses. A triple example of contemporary 
astrologers, who knew each other and who had even shared lunch and dinner: Boris 
Cristoff, Joaquim Teixidor and Juan Estadella, the one who writes these lines. Cristoff 
has Pluton, his natal ruler, in the 8th house. Teixidor has his (Venus) in the 12th 
house and I have mine (Neptune) in the 8th. It is no coincidence, since the natal ruler 
located in a specific sector indicates a strong interest in the area governed by the 
house in question. In this triple case, in astronomy. Perhaps Teixidor and Cristoff 
have a more esoteric appearance and inclination (word intercommit) than me. In my 
opinion, this is due to the square of Neptune with the Ascendant, which both have in 
their respective natal charts. This also translates into the physical aspect: Teixidor's 
beard and Cristoff's mustache are very astrological or esoteric. On another level of 
information, the former has studied and published on dream issues (dreams), linking 
this topic to astrology, while Cristoff came to publish a book that related UFOs to our 
discipline. For my part, I have never deviated from the same astrology, not even 
occasionally or superficially. And as for my appearance, with my height of 176 cm 
and my weight of 63 kg -both unchanged since I served in the army in 1986-, and 
without a mustache or beard, I think I could pass for an administrator of any 
pharmaceutical multinational. . Although the reality is different. 


(12) The birth ruler is very important and always provides us with valuable 
information. Let's continue with the triple example of astrologers, but now let's look 
at the sign and aspects: Cristoff has his natal ruler (Pluto) in Cancer, which adds 
sensitivity and intuition to him, of course. It is sextile to Mercury (intellectual 
emphasis), trine to Saturn (structure, order, seriousness), trine to the Moon 


(popularity), and opposition to Jupiter (exaggeration). Teixidor has Venus, the natal 
ruler, at his home: Taurus, which is very favorable even at the level of health. The 
Taurus undertone can be confused here with his Ascendant, which is in the same 
sign, but the influence is there. Like Cristoff, he has a sextile to the Moon 
(popularity), a sextile to Pluto, and a square to Mars. In my case, Neptune is in 
Scorpio, a sign of which I incorporate some characteristics, in togon to Jupiter, in 
sextile to Uranus and in sextile to Pluto. These characteristics (by sign, aspects) that 
are added to the rising sign and its aspects are secondary. They must be 
subordinated to other more important elements (Ascendant, Sun...), but they count a 
lot. In addition, although they must be subordinated, in fact these influences interact 
with the configurations that are more important, and sometimes contribute a 
determining nuance. For example: a poorly conditioned Ascendant (due to planetary 
aspects) can be improved, so to speak, if the natal ruler is domiciled or exalted and 
with harmonious aspects, especially of beneficent planets and, especially, if said 
planets are in good cosmic state. . It is in the search for that perfect balance, that 
ideal consideration, that astrology is truly a science-art. 


(13) Now let's see how to combine planets, houses, signs, aspects, rulers and 
dispositors in a concrete, real case: Diana of Wales. I will use the letter corrected by 
my friend Isaac Starkman (17:23:49 

YOU). We are going to analyze your letter from the perspective of your untimely 
death and by car accident in a foreign country. The first thing that we must highlight 
is a very poorly aspected radical Ascendant, since it receives the squares of Mars and 
Pluto. These are applying the inharmonious aspects from the IX house (foreigner), 
which due to the conjunction between malefics (Mars-Pluto) becomes a neuralgic 
point in the natal chart. Another uncomfortable element, always dangerous, is the 
conjunction of the Sun with the VIII house (orb of just one degree of arc). The Sun is 
the ruler of the IX house (foreigner), and here he directly connects other foreign 
countries with his own death. Besides, the Mars-Pluto conjunction in IX, of course. 
But let's go back to the Sun, which is in the sign of Cancer. What is your device? 
Moon. What sector are you in? In the house III. Following the thread, we could say 
that the death of the person (Sun 0° VIII) occurs abroad or is related to foreign 
countries (Sun, ruler of IX, in addition to the presence of Mars and Pluto in said 
sector), and it takes place during a journey by car (Moon in house III, as dispositor of 
the Sun in VIII in Cancer). A cursed Moon due to its conjunction with the lunar South 
Node. But there are more signs in the chart that point to the 3rd house as a 
particularly dangerous sector: Uranus is in opposition to this point, with just one 
degree of an orb, and in opposition to the Moon itself. In addition, Uranus disposes of 
the Moon, it is the ruler of the same HI house... and it is in conjunction with the cusp 
of the 9th house! Can there be something clearer? 


(14) Another case in which a well-known character dies in a car accident while 
traveling, outside his city of residence: Albert Camus. The ruler of the 9th house 
(Venus), whose cusp is in Taurus, is in Libra (residential), but in opposition to the 
cusp of the 8th house and square to Mars (in Cancer: Cafda), being ruler of the same 
8th house. Mars also applies a square to the cusp of the 8th house, a sum that 
counts, of course. 


(15) There is another type of travel, very different, that is also related to axis III-IX: 
travel into space. I am going to show a well-known, sadly famous example: the 
American teacher Christa McAuliffe, who was selected there in the eighties of the 
last century to be part of a space mission. We already know the result: the space 
shuttle, the Challenger, exploded during launch, already heading into space, in 1986. 
It was a horrible death, which could be seen live on television at the time. Are there 
sufficient indications in your natal chart that announce such an unfortunate end? 


Yes. But let's start with a different configuration: Jupiter in Sagittarius conjunct 
house VIII. It is a beneficial planet that is in an excellent cosmic state (by sign: 
Domicile, and by aspects: harmonics). But as we see, that configuration did not 
protect her at all. He had a death that we expect from a Mars in VIII in a bad cosmic 
state. What indications do you have, then, in your natal chart for a violent end? First, 
Algol, the most evil star in the sky, conjunct the Ascendant. This is not enough, of 
course. Let's see more important elements: the natal ruler (Venus) is in the 3rd 
house (studies, teaching), indicating his teaching vocation. Venus is here in the key 
of the III house, which includes all kinds of displacements, and is square to Mars in 
Libra (in Exile) in the VI house. This is very negative, because also, as I have pointed 
out, Venus is the natal ruler. The ruler of the IX house (Saturn), which more 
specifically relates to long trips and space, is in Leo (in traditional Exile, as effective 
as if it were in Cancer), and physically in the IV house (end of life). . Mars is also 
square to IC. In addition, Saturn applies a square to the Ascendant. In another of my 
books -the interested reader will know where to find- I indicate that transits justify 
the accident of the space shuttle, which caused the death of this teacher and 
circumstantial astronaut. 


(16) Let's continue with more examples: Bill Clinton has the ruler of Midheaven 
(Moon) in the VIII house. We will not make an easy joke here, for astrologers, linking 
the ruler of the house that represents the profession with the house of sex (VIII). 
Obviously, I mean the case or, better, the Lewinsky scandal. Rather , I want to show 
the connection between his work (house X), first as governor and later as president 
of the United States, with the house that best explains the administration of third- 
party (in this case, public) resources: the house VIII. As is well known, many 
politicians have a strong 8th house. Perhaps for this reason, sexual scandals always 
surface, motivated by an unbridled libido (house VIII: sexual life). In the case of 
Clinton, his Saturn in Leo (traditional Exile) in X ruined his career due to the scandal 
of the Lewinsky case. Keeping the distance, Adolf Hitler also had Saturn in Leo in the 
X house and despite his rise to the top, his career ended disastrously. Sylvester 
Stallone, the movie actor, has his natal ruler (Jupiter) in Libra (art, film), conjunct the 
MC (a prominent position) and conjunct the Moon (fame). In addition, its natal ruler 
is sextile to Venus, square to the Sun, and trine to Uranus. Mario Vargas Llosa has 
the rulers of houses VI and X (Mercury), in house III, which explains his profession: 
writing. In addition, the natal ruler (Saturn) is in this same house (vocation as a 
reader and writer). Francisco de Quevedo, the famous Spanish writer, also has the 
natal ruler (the Sun) in the 3rd house. The popular restaurateur Lucio Blazquez, 
owner of Casa Lucio, has his birth ruler (Mercury) in the 6th house (service), a sector 
closely linked to the hotel industry and serving the public. Mercury is in conjunction 
with the Sun (brightness, success), and in the sign of Aquarius (original, pioneer). 
French intellectuals Jean Paul 

Sartre and Albert Camus share something more than their notoriety, their 
philosophical concerns and their passion for writing: the ruler of the 6th house 
(work) is in the 5th house (literary creation). In the case of Sartre, the ruler of the 
2nd house (Saturn) is in the 3rd house, linking writings, conferences, teaching (all 
related to the 3rd house) with monetary income (2nd house). There is also another 
similar indication: the Moon, ruler of the 8th house (atypical income, such as 
royalties or royalties from the sale of books), is in the 2nd house. That is to say: 
personal monetary income (II) for resources generated together with or through 
third parties (VIII). Hollywood actor Errol Flynn has his natal ruler (Mars) in the sign 
of Pisces. We can relate the sign with a hazy, chaotic, alcoholic nuance, adhered to 
his personality from an early age. Mars is in the 11th house (friends, relationships), 
in opposition to Jupiter (excesses) in the 5th house (leisure, parties, entertainment). 
The ruler of the Midheaven (Saturn) is in the 1st house, as in the case of another 
star: Joan Fontaine. We could say that it indicates an independent profession, being a 


combination that fits well with what a star of the seventh art is. The ruler of the IC 
(Moon), in the rectified version of the chart, is in the III house: a wandering end of 
life, traveling from one place to another. So it was, it seems to be. The sign found in 
the CI often shows - ruling apart - the tonic that develops at the end of life. For 
example: in Aries, an active life, with work or physical exercise. A real example: the 
French astrologer 

Andre Barbault, with Geminis at the IC, had an end of life -a long life, moreover- 
purely intellectual: writing, giving conferences and presentations, being active in this 
sense. Of course, this must be combined with the ruler of the 4th house: sign in 
which it is found, aspects, dispositor, and with the planets that are in the 4th house, 
as well as the aspects that the radical IC receives. Other actors and film directors, 
such as James Stewart or Michael Curtiz, have the ruler of the MC in the V house, 
which is related to art, creation or theatrical or cinematographic representation, or 
simply with entertainment. If the ruler of the 6th house is in the 1st house, even 
though it is different, basically it is the same as if the ruler of the MC is in the Ist: 
one can be their own boss, they can be autonomous or depend on themselves job 
level. This is the case of Fidel Castro or Baroness Thyssen. 


(17) A particularly interesting case is that of the Spanish soldier Jose Millan Astray, 
founder of the Spanish Legion, who needs no introduction. His Ascendant in Leo 
(ardor, bravery) compensates for his Sun in Cancer (patriotic emphasis, inclination to 
the clan, to the military family), which, being hidden in the 12th house, indicates a 
life in seclusion -except when he was fighting- in the barracks. , as well as his 
physical limitations, since he was a war disabled person. Note that the natal ruler, 
the Sun itself, is in the 12th house, as I have pointed out, square to Mars and Saturn: 
accidents, mutilations, the harshness of combat. But also in sextile to Neptune 
(sensitivity, emotionality, refinement) and Jupiter (this aspect is very lucky, which 
perhaps saved his life and allowed him to die a natural death at a relatively advanced 
age for his time). The Midheaven is in the warrior sign of Aries, with Mars in his 
sign, strong, and in conjunction with Saturn (a hard, sacrificed, painful job). Mars is 
prominent, very close to the MC, although physically in the IX house: his battles in 
other regions, in other countries. Another especially hard case, and with a tragic 
end: the Italian judge Giovanni Falcone, who was assassinated. Here, the natal ruler 
(Venus) is in Exile: Aries, conjunct Saturn, square Mars, and square Pluto. It is a 
terrifying picture, certainly, which becomes decisive when observing the aspects to 
the Ascendant: an opposition of Saturn, a 

square of Pluto and another of Mars. Let us remember that the aspects to the 
ascending degree are much more important than the aspects that the natal ruler 
receives. Added to what was said above is a conjunction of Mars with the IC, 
indicating a sudden, violent end of life (note the conjunction of Pluto with the IC in 
King Juan Carlos I and his sad end). I have not said that Venus is in conjunction with 
the Descendant, indicating a certain social vocation (judge), although it has nothing 
to do with his unfortunate end. I recommend the reader to study your letter, as it is 
an example "of pound", as they say. Another example of a tough character: boxer 
Muhammad Ali. The ruler of the Ascendant (Sun) in Capricorn shows us a cold 
person deep down, calculating, even materialistic. Although here it merges and 
confuses birth ruler and solar sign. The Sun is in the 6th house (physical 
conditioning, but also illness), square to Mars (precipitation, violence, verbal and 
physical aggressiveness) and trine to Uranus (originality). The ruler of the IC (Pluto) 
in the 12th house and in Leo, square to Mars, indicates a very bleak end of life. As is 
known, his last years were very unfortunate: Parkinson's disease, handicapped, sick, 
cloistered (house XII). In addition, its dispositor: the Sun, is in the house of illness, 
the VI house. A completely different example to the previous ones: William of 
England, the son of the Prince of Wales, has Jupiter, ruler of the Ascendant, conjunct 
the Midheaven, indicating a high position from the very birth. Jupiter is trine to the 


Sun and Moon, sextile to Neptune, and conjunct Pluto. For its part, Pluto, the ruler of 
the Midheaven (profession), is in conjunction with Jupiter and in sextile to the Sun, 
among other aspects. Without a doubt, it is the letter of a king (said by a republican 
astrologer). 


(18) One last example: the cook, writer and traveler Anthony Bourdain. The ruler of 
the Ascendant (Sun) is in conjunction with Venus (a combination that seeks the best 
in life: pleasures, leisure, fun), and in the 11th house, denoting the importance that 
this sector had in his life: friends, relationships , collaborators, and in the sign of 
Cancer, so closely related to the kitchen. The ruler of the Midheaven (Venus) is in 
the 11th house, in conjunction with the Sun. That is to say: the rulers of the 
Ascendant and the Midheaven are united by a conjunction, symbolizing a perfect 
union between what one is and what one does. Of course, the MC receives aspects 
commensurate with his professional success: a double trine of Jupiter and Pluto, and 
a double sextile of the Sun and Venus. Uranus's square to the MC can indicate both 
an independent profession and an enfant terrible social and professional attitude to 
international cuisine. We also have a square of the Moon (controversial, contentious 
spirit, even unpopular) and an opposition of Neptune (chaos, frayed profession), so 
not everything was rosy. It is certainly an interesting letter, which should be 
analyzed further. 


A note within a note: Anthony Bourdain's Sun-Venus conjunction is also found in the 
well-known French pastry chef Philippe Conticini (b. 08-16-1963), a dessert creator 
who "does not give up sugar in his desserts". It is quite a declaration of intent in the 
era of zero sugar, light, skimmed or decaffeinated products. Personally, I subscribe 
to it. Another case of Sun-Venus conjunction occurs in the historic chef Adolphe 
Duglere (n. 06-3-1805). It is not surprising, since this planetary binomial at an 
astrological level is very close to what we understand as sensory pleasures. 


(19) What happens when the ruler of a house is in the same house? It seems that it 
generates a certain self-sufficiency. For example, I have observed that if the ruler of 
house X is in the same house X, the profession, the work, depends more on oneself. 
So there is greater autonomy. One can better control that area of his life, without 
derivations or external conditions. Real examples: Diana of Wales had the ruler of 
her 6th house in the same 6th house, Jean Paul Sartre had the ruler of the 5th house 
in his 5th house, as well as the ruler of his 7th house in his 7th house. In this last 
combination, as a couple he was truly self-sufficient: he never married, but he had a 
partner, although each one lived on their own, without ties, and each one in their 
own house. 


(20) To end this series of notes, remember that rulers and dispositors are not only 
active at an interpretive level, but also at a predictive level. A real example: the 
queen consort of the Netherlands (currently The Netherlands), Maxima Zorreguieta. 
On June 7, 2018, his sister died and the transits that we observe in his natal chart for 
the date of this sad event have to do mainly with his 3rd house, which is in the sign 
of Aquarius. First, the transit of Saturn in square to Uranus, ruler of the 3rd house 
(orb of 2°). Second, the lunar South Node in conjunction with the cusp of the same 
III house (orb of 6°). And third, Pluto in opposition to the cusp of the 8th house (exact 
aspect), this aspect is typical of deaths of the same person, relatives or close friends. 
The first of these transits is the one that shows the validity of the regents (and 
dispositors) at a predictive level. 


(21) Continuing with the Argentinian Maxima Zorreguieta: in her natal chart we 
find an interesting Square T, with the Moon in the 3rd house as the Focal Point. This 
would indicate small trips -especially within the national territory-, visits, receptions, 


meetings and, in general, everything that is related to protocol acts and 
communications, matters closely related to the III house and with the daily activity of 
a queen consort. . Let us remember that Sun in Taurus in conjunction with the natal 
III house of Queen Elizabeth II of England, without major planetary aspects but in 
conjunction with the Part of Fortune. Returning to the T Square of Maxima, the other 
two (four, here) planets that form this figure of aspects are: Sun and Saturn in VI (in 
conjunction), which indicate service, work, effort and sacrifice on a day-to-day basis, 
and Jupiter and Neptune in XII, also in conjunction, and which may well indicate the 
exhausting psychological load in its task of representation, among other things. It 
can also indicate a possible charity work (something that fits with the Jupiter- 
Neptune pairing). 

(22) It is important to point out that the Focal Point of the Square T does not always 
explain what happens or where the energy is discharged, preferentially, in the chart. 
Of course, in a good number of times if it is in the PF where that hard, ambitious, 
always striving and often talented energy of the Square T is manifested. As 
examples, the Sun as PF in the V house (artistic creations, entertainment) of the 
actress Bette Davis. Another example of PF in V, although this time with Pluto as the 
protagonist and more in the sporting key (although in this case, some would call him 
a ball artist), is that of the soccer player and coach Zinedine Zidane. More: Elvis 
Presley (singer who needs no introduction) and Fernando Sanchez Drago (writer), 
have another T Square with a planet in V. The first, Uranus: as electric as his music, 
and the second: Jupiter as PF, indicating a abundant literary production. 
Undoubtedly, the effect in the V house is always related to the channeling of energy 
in everything that represents personal expression, what emanates from one, be it 
songs or books. Another interesting example is the multiple PF in the IX house 
(foreigner) in Mata Hari's chart, indicating his activity as a spy in other countries, 
having the I-VII axis as a point of support (personal, social interaction, as raw 
material). for your espionage). A final example of really effective and visible PF in a T 
Square: the French King Louis XIV, the so-called Sun King. His Jupiter in XII is the 
Focal point of a figure that has as its legs, so to speak, Saturn in III (again: 
ceremonial, representative acts and other issues in the III house) and the Moon- 
Venus conjunction in the IX house (foreigner). The tension in the III-IX axis is 
unloaded and -doubly- coordinated from the 12th house, directing behind the scenes 
an entire European power. Jupiter also tells us about luxury, comfort, convenience, 
royalty, of course, and everything within its golden cage (house XII and Jupiter): 
Versailles. Not all the information that this configuration can provide is left here. In 
addition, it must be interrelated with the rest of the letter. 


(23) An interesting example: Edward VIII, the English king who abdicated for a 
woman. In your chart, we have the Sun in V (entertainment, leisure) square to Mars 
in II (expenses, waste). Obviously, this square explains the waste of money (not 
yours, but the UK's) on parties, luxuries, travel... With Mars in II and Saturn in VIII, 
the economy can be a disaster. Mercury on the Descendant can explain your 
receptions, your social life in general. This planet (physically in the VI), applies a 
sextile to the CI, which in my opinion justifies all the movement in the house (or in 
the palace) with the support of domestic service: parties, meetings, receptions. The 
sextile of Mercury in VI (even affecting VII) to Venus in III can justify, in turn, all 
kinds of pleasant outings, excursions, visits, and all with the help of secretaries and 
assistants of all kinds. Needless to say, his letter does not have any T Square, since 
words that we associate with this configuration, such as ambition, effort, struggle or 
tension, were not in his dictionary. In case I haven't said it before, in one of my 
books, I'll say it now: the most relevant cards, for better or worse, are not usually 
those with the most planetary aspects, good or bad, but those with the most 
conjunctions and oppositions. they have house cusps, either angular or intermediate. 
That is the tissue with the most strength to generate movement in life, in every way. 


In this regard, Onassis's letter is a good example. 


(24) Astrology students, particularly beginning ones, always ask about the difference 
between a Sun Sign and an Ascendant. Well, each teacher, each school will have 
their own opinion. I always say that the external and physical character is the 
Ascendant. That is to say, at the external level I mean the first contact with the 
outside, how we move with others, how we react and feel life in general, but more on 
a superficial level. My friend Boris Cristoff (1925-2017) used to say that if we were a 
car, the body would be the Ascendant, and the engine would be the Solar Sign. The 
Ascendant is what others see, and it is our way of being at the epidermal level, I 
added. But the Sun, according to the sign in which it is, indicates the true 
personality, the essence of the person. It is more important, in truth, than the 
Ascendant itself, since it is our hard core as a person. Of course, when one and the 
other sign (Ascendant and Solar Sign) are incompatible or antagonistic, we are more 
contradictory and show more inconsistencies in our day to day. Let's give an 
example: if you have a soft sign like Ascendant, like Cancer, but you have a Sun ina 
hard sign, like Leo, apparently you will be a vulnerable, weak person. But after a 
certain point, or in extreme circumstances, the Sun will appear and we will have 
pricked the bone, as they say. The most graphic example would be a peach: soft on 
the outside, but hard on the inside. On the contrary, a hard Ascendant like Taurus 
but with a soft sign like Pisces will behave the other way around: at first, solid as a 
rock, but in the end, after breaking through that superficial shell, we will find 
ourselves before a person who is not as strong as he seemed. . Here, the most visual 
example would be a walnut. The shell is very hard, but once it is broken, what is 
inside is soft. 


The point that ascends at birth is very plastic and moldable, and any planet that sits 
there or aspects it will leave its mark and its characteristics on the Ascendant. And if 
there are planets in the I house, everything becomes complicated, and that external 
character, plus the personal characteristics (physical or characterological), will be 
the product of that mixture of different colors, which in the end gives us a unique, 
personalized color. By the way (for the students who read me), the Ascendant and 
the 1st house are not the same. The Ascendant is only the cusp of the 1st house. 
Some refer to the entirety of this 1st house as the Ascendant, which is not correct. In 
the same way that the word horoscope is not equivalent to birth chart. The Greek 
word horoskopos literally means "an observation of the degree of the zodiac crossing 
the eastern horizon at a given time." Thus, horoscope is equivalent to Ascendant, not 
birth chart or radix. 


The Solar Sign will always be more relevant in a person. That is why the popular 
astrology of the twelve signs works. Orson Welles was a Taurus, and Erwin Rommel 
was a Scorpio. Baroness Thyssen is a Taurus and the Spanish soccer players Sergio 
Ramos and Carles Puyol are Aries. Point. The Sun is so important that, sometimes, 
even its imprint is reflected in the physique. See, if not, the footballers I have 
mentioned. It is true that in some people the Ascendant can be seen more, it can 
stand out more. It will depend on the natal chart, as a whole. But normally, the Sun 
has more weight. 


(25) The Moon is also important in a natal chart. Its weight within it exceeds what it 
directly represents: emotions, instinctive reactions or the subconscious side of the 
personality. That is to say, its role is much higher than what Mercury (intellect) or 
Venus (affections) represent at a symbolic level. Its role is not limited, then, to what 
we understand as emotions, since the percentage of the Moon's weight in the 
personality as a whole, based on the natal chart, far exceeds two digits and is only 
behind the figure. Sun and the Ascendant. What astrologer is not capable of noticing 


the lunar position in many of the people around him? Of course, there are more 
visible moons (angular, prominent by aspect or regency) than others, which are more 
hidden or drowned out by an Ascendant, a Sun or a prominent Element in the chart, 
but the shadow of the Moon is always there, accompanying us. . I have always kept it 
in mind, because it is obvious, and even more than twenty years ago I published a 
book about it: Your Lunar Sign. 


(26) To round off this point, in which we have mentioned the Ascendant, the Sun and 
the Moon, we could reflect on the assignment, traditional or modern, of what we 
understand as the role that the Ascendant, the Sun or the Moon really play. That is to 
say, in astrology we have always tried to fit words (psychological or from another 
field) such as personality, character, temperament or disposition with the role that 
the Ascendant, the Sun and the Moon play in a chart. But perhaps this is a mistake, 
because we are leaning excessively in the wrong direction, we are boarding a ship 
that is not ours. Why not do it the other way around, starting from the same 
astrology? That is, since we know how the sign that ascends at birth manifests itself, 
the so-called Ascendant, we can articulate the meaning, ad hoc words included, for 
it. For example: the Ascendant is the external character, just as the Sun is the 
internal character. The first shows us what the person is like at an epidermal level, 
so to speak, superficial, and on a day-to-day basis, or in the form of the first contact. 
It is what it feels like to be in contact with the outside world. On the contrary, the 
Sun is the internal character, the motor of the individual, its hard core, the final 
reaction , essential with respect to everything. The Moon, for its part, tells us about 
an instinctive, emotional reaction, as I have pointed out before, but by no means 
irrelevant. Accordingly, why appropriate or borrow terms? 

psychological or non-psychological that do not correspond exactly to what the 
Ascendant, the Sun and the Moon represent? We are astrologers and we must start 
from the root, from the direct effect observed at the characterological level (to the 
full extent of the term) by those very basic elements. Others, alien to the astrological 
field, have deduced and fabricated words and concepts starting, precisely, from that 
root (astrological) which is what is evident in practice: how is one person with 
respect to another, their characteristics, ultimately . Some deny that root; others 
ignore it, but it is the reason for concepts such as disposition, temperament, 
character or personality. You have to see it that way, I think. 

(27) A few weeks ago I finished my latest book: Introduction to Medical Astrology. 
We have always read in some works -not necessarily about this astrological branch- 
that the sign that is on the cusp of the natal VIII house indicates the bodily organ by 
which we will perish. That is to say, if one has the cusp of the VIII house in Leo, it is 
highly probable that he will die of a myocardial infarction or a fatal arrhythmia. is it 
really true? In my opinion, and based on my experience, no. I will show some 
examples: my friend Boris Cristoff, who died of prostate cancer in 2017, had the cusp 
of the 8th house in Gemini. Walt Disney, who died of lung cancer, had Aries on the 
cusp of the VIII. Another case of lung cancer where this old assertion is not fulfilled: 
Paul Newman, who feared Leo at the beginning of this sector. Camilo Sesto, the 
famous singer, who died of kidney failure, had Taurus in the VIII. Nor does it work in 
the cases of Albert Einstein, who died from a ruptured aorta, with Capricorn on the 
cusp of the 8th house, or with the actor Rudolf Valentino, who feared Aries at the 
beginning of the 8th house and who died of peritonitis. As we can see, it is important 
to investigate before assuming what is repeated from book to book, since many 
opinions are simply borrowed, perpetuating misinformation, which is always worse - 
even without malicious intent- than the absence of information. 


(28) Many students of astrology - and some advanced practitioners - find it difficult 
to approach, for example, the emotional side of a person when studying a natal chart 
with these very contradictory configurations: Venus sextile Mars, Venus square 


Saturn and Venus opposition Neptune. Because it cannot be read as is, linearly, 
configuration after configuration. There is no need to add and add, superimpose 
configurations as layers of information, because you have to subtract or add 
depending on the participating factors. If we don't do it like this, we will be cutting 
the natal chart into pieces, and nothing will make sense. No one can be strong and 
weak at the same time. do yes? It depends. It is true that you have to unify, 
synthesize the different configurations included in a specific section of the natal 
chart: affections, economy, health... but it is not as easy as looking for a midpoint, a 
gray between white and black. Sometimes the person tells you that "even though she 
has that Venus-Saturn aspect," she considers herself hot, affectionate, etc. To 
properly calibrate the joint result of a chart such as the one we have pointed out, one 
must see the whole of the natal chart and the context of the specific astrological area 
for matters that have to do with love, affective life, sentimental relationships. That is 
to say, here, you have to study the V house (it is not the same to have Saturn than 
Venus) and the VII house, for example. The problem is complicated if we add a third 
dimension, after the aspects and the houses: the zodiacal signs. If the person has 
Venus in Scorpio, for example, in opposition to 

Saturn and square to Mars, how can we define it on an affective level? In my opinion, 
-and in the absence of taming these aspects and considering the rest of the chart- the 
opposition of Saturn is not enough to cool down that person on an affective-sexual 
level. Perhaps you can block it from time to time or limit it in some aspects, but 
Venus in Scorpio, and spurred on by Mars, will not lack fuel in that sense. 


There are always, always natal charts with contradictions: the writer Tom Wolfe has 
in his chart a Midheaven aspected by Jupiter (120°) and by Saturn (90°), the Cuban 
singer Compay Segundo has the Sun square to Mars, but to the once trine Saturn, 
almost the opposite of astronomer Carl Sagan: Sun sextile Mars and square Saturn. 
Of the latter, a detractor of astrology, we also know that he had the Ascendant in 
Taurus (stubborn, irreducible with his ideas), Mars in Virgo (critical) and in 
conjunction with Neptune, an aspect that often leads to a kind of activism in favor of 
political, religious... or scientific ideas. It produces an exaltation (here, more 
intellectual) and a fervor that Sagan often used to try to discredit astrology. But as 
astrologers, understanding this, we can forgive him. Actually, I am completely 
unaware how influenced he was by the very planets that he saw as mere rocks. 

(29) A handful of revolutionaries: Abimael Guzman (Peruvian, from Sendero 
Luminoso), Jose Mujica (Uruguayan, left-wing activist and former president of his 
country), Che Guevara and Fidel Castro. What do they have in common? All four 
have Uranus and Pluto, the most revolutionary planets, in angular houses. A fifth 
revolutionary: Camilo Cienfuegos, has Mars in I and Pluto (revolution) in VI (work). 
Undoubtedly, he made the revolution his job; until his death in an accident, in the act 
of service we could say. By the way, the Sun in the 2nd house of Che Guevara's letter 
or the emphasis on this sector in Camilo Cienfuegos's letter do not originate a 
personal interest in the economy; Or at least, not only. This weight in the money 
house indirectly generates a global, social monetary concern. Guevara was even 
president of the National Bank of Cuba, even without knowing anything about it. 


(30) It is curious how certain astrological configurations manifest themselves. 
Barbara Cartland and Corn Tellado, both great writers of romantic novels, have 
Neptune in the 3rd house: fantasy, imagination, sensitivity (Neptune) when writing 
(3rd house). Corn Tellado has the regent of his MC in the III house (writing as a 
profession) and the regent of the VI house in I (independent work, without bosses). 
Neptune allows a prolific work and also writing about other Neptunian genres, such 
as astrology itself. As an example, we have the astrologer and writer Demetrius 

Santos, who also has Neptune in the III house. Another configuration that has a good 
load of predetermination: Bob Dylan, Camilo José Cela and Adolf Hitler have Mercury 


conjunct the Descendant. Here, the written, spoken or sung word finds a 
considerable social echo with this combination. About written words: two highly 
successful Latin American authors, such as Gabriel Garcia Marquez and Isabel 
Allende, have the typical harmonic aspect of Jupiter to the Midheaven that allows 
success in their field, whatever it may be. But here it is a double factor, although 
different in both cases: GG Marquez has the Sun conjunct Jupiter sextile Midheaven, 
while Isabel Allende has Venus conjunct Jupiter sextile the same point. With this 
double combination, who doesn't sell books for millions? 


(31) Speaking of complications, there is a type of configuration that I call the dark 
zone that, in the study of all natal charts -particularly when we can contrast natal 
charts and reality- causes us confusion. This is the case of a stellium in a sector 
where, apparently, we do not find a biographical parallel to its height. For example, 
the actor Sylvester Stallone and his four planets (not a stellium) in the VIII house. 
Reviewing his biography, I don't think that royalties, deaths in the family, his 
investments or his sexual life are so important or, better, that they have so much 
weight. Maybe I'm wrong, because we don't know everything about him, but he is a 
good candidate to exemplify a dark area in the VIII house. Likewise, I have seen 
many close cases (private, not public) that show that a great domal emphasis does 
not always translate into a reality at home at its height. Here, a feeling assails us as 
astrologers: aren't so many planets together, in one sign and house, spoiled, avoiding 
interesting connections between different sectors? There are other cases in which 
planetary accumulations are biographically justified, both domal and zodiacal, as in 
the case of the Brazilian politician Lula da Silva. Lula has 5 planets in Libra and in 
the 4th house, which very well justifies his sense of social justice (Libra) with respect 
to his country (4th house). There are also dark areas where there is only one planet. 
This is the case of that lonely Uranus in the IV house of that famous person, of whom 
we have read and reviewed ten biographies and for whom we still do not find any 
meaning in his Uranus... 


(32) Before I have pointed out that an accumulation of planets in a sector of the 
chart could not be very positive for the whole of the natal chart. In this regard, we 
can develop this idea a little more here. All accumulation does not stop being a 
decompensation, as we know well in world astrology. Several planets together 
(three, four or more) can be unproductive, since they are not connected to each 
other. Let me explain: every natal chart generates connections from interplanetary 
aspects and aspects to the angles and cusps of houses. That is to say, that a Mars in 
V in trigon to a Jupiter in IX speaks to us of a relationship between sectors, of a 
dialogue that enriches the very life of the person by connecting two sections of his 
existence. For example, in the mentioned case it would be possible to start projects 
or companies (Mars in V) abroad or with people or companies in other cities or 
countries (Jupiter in IX). And that brings facts, experience, so to speak, into our life. 
At a potential level always, at a real level many times. The link that unites the planets 
is positive, even if it is a square or an opposition. The more open or connected a natal 
chart is, in this sense, the more circumstances, events or experiences (even 
psychological or non- physical) it promises. However, if all the planets are together 
or not connected (because they are distributed in the chart in a capricious way, let's 
say so), we have less potential "connector", worth the term used. Having too many 
planets together (even having them scattered around the zodiacal band allows one to 
have some aspect, greater or lesser) reduces possibilities at a general level, 
existential we could say. I think it is understood. The only exception is when on a 
domal level the planets are well placed, located in houses where they perform well 
(such as the four planets in Picasso's X house). Going back to the main idea: a 
stellium or a group of planets in a sector, whatever it is, creates an emphasis, 
certainly, but many times it is closer to being a dead weight than an advantage in 


terms of interest, fixation or obsession. healthy in something (economics, work, 
relationships, friends). On a biographical level, the underlined area of life, charged 
with meaning in appearance, may not be up to the planetary emphasis observed in 
these sectors for the person. In other words: it would have been better to have the 
planets separated, in other houses and connecting with each other. But we cannot 
change this, even though it is a reality. What can the consulting astrologer do or 
recommend? It occurs to me that you should help offload that part of your client's life 
artificially. For example, transferring the possible real effect of said weight to your 
client, so that they are aware of the problem. Being aware of a problem -one, from 
their subjectivity, does not always see things so clearly- is already having covered 
part of the path towards its solution. Secondly, to recommend that, without 
excessively lightening that domestic emphasis -possibly it would be very difficult or 
impossible-, a plan should be applied intelligently to take advantage of that energetic 
concentration in the house. Whether on an intellective, monetary or relational level. 
A mere obsession or fixation on something is not enough, because often everything 
comes to nothing. I have seen many planetary emphasis in the 2nd house, for 
example, that hardly offer anything, unless the person uses those abilities or 
resources consciously, making an effort. Thirdly, invent non-existent connections 
between houses -those that interest- to open the menu (I think it is visually 
understood) to other areas of experience. For example, if the person has an 
unproductive and unconnected planetary emphasis in the 11th house and, apart from 
having it aspected with that planetary mass, has a planet in the 8th house, we could 
recommend the seeker to take advantage of his 11th house (friends , relationships, 
contacts, protectors) to initiate joint economic projects: collaborations, companies 
(house VIII) related to those contacts that you have, even at a potential level. In the 
absence of examining the natal chart, which will be a great condition, this 
recommendation can generate some benefits. It will never be the same as having the 
two sectors tied by a square (the most common) or a trigon (possible in some 
dominations), but it is always possible to connect two sectors with intelligence and 
effort. It is also part of the work of the astrologer. 


(33) Commenting on the connections between houses of the previous point, I am 
forced to bring up the concept of electrical circuit. Let's see this: in my opinion, and 
in accordance with what I have exposed before, a natal chart, at a level of planetary 
connections between sectors, is something very similar to an electrical circuit. That 
is to say, a planet in J, in sextile to another in III, and in trigon to another in V, 
creates an interplanetary, energetic network we could say, that unites all the 
mentioned houses. It is like an electrical circuit, through which electricity circulates, 
metaphorically speaking. This allows interconnections that explain something, at a 
potential or real level, of the person's life. Every experienced astrologer knows that a 
human life can be explained reasonably well based on this electrical circuit: what 
happens to us or with whom it happens to us, is answered from those planetary 
unions between houses. Personally, and for years, I have been able to guess (I don't 
like that word at all, but it is very graphic) the profession or job of my clients only 
from those domestic links. For example, I have often seen a connection between the 
11th house (one or more planets) in trigon to one or more planets in the 3rd house in 
employees of companies in which their mission was carried out within a team or 
group work. (house XI), and whose specific mission was related to meetings, 
business visits or a certain interaction of house III. It is relatively frequent in jobs 
that have to do with administrative or bureaucratic, commercial issues, and even 
with advertising or marketing, all being attached to said sector III. The concept of 
electrical circuit is not only related to the work of each one -in a sense of necessity or 
obligation, preferences aside-, but also at a purely vocational level, as well as a 
vehicle, so to speak, for all personal and circumstantial issues, good or bad. bad, with 
which the individual is in the course of his existence. So that I am understood, I will 


give an easy example: Saturn in the XI square to Mars in the II can justify something 
as irrelevant on a biographical level as small economic losses (square) (house II) 
punctual for lending money to friends (house XI ). An unsought circumstance, but 
that can be recurring in the life of a person with this planetary and domal natal 
connection. 


(34) In the previous paragraph I have mentioned, tangentially, the vocational side of 
the person. Well, it occurs to me to think how little use has been made in recent 
decades of the statistics of Michel Gauquelin (1928-1991) and other astrological 
researchers of the 20th and 21st centuries. Both with regard to the vocational and to 
other spheres in the life of the person. I refer to the findings that began with the so- 
called Mars Effect. As the reader will know, Gauquelin found that... No, the reader 
should already be familiar with this, I am not going to explain it. But if you don't 
know what I'm talking about, it's important that you find out about it before you 
continue reading. Well, on a personal level, and according to my experience, I can 
say that Mars is in I or in X (the planet can be in XII or in IX, respectively, if it is 
close to the next cusp) I have seen it frequently in businessmen , in athletes and even 
in the military or occupations (generally vocational) of the Martian type. Examples: 
Donald Trump (businessman) or Gene Tunney (boxer and businessman), both with 
Mars in I. Going back to what concerns us: we would have to make the statistical 
findings profitable (ahf, we are closer than ever to science), from the from Gauquelin 
to those of Gunter Sachs, and assert what is statistically significant. With the filters, 
the corrections and the corresponding adaptations for the ordinary astrologer. 
Indeed, Gauquelin's pioneering statistics and those of other researchers are 
operational. That is to say: angular Mars (influencing I, IV, VII, X) is really found in 
entrepreneurs, athletes or the military, which is symbolically impeccable. Besides, 
Saturn is angular for scientists, Moon angular for politicians and writers, and Jupiter 
angular for actors and playwrights. The anti- anguage concept also comes into play 
here , which obeys a non-prominent planetary location per house; that is to say: 
positions far from the angles, in non-angular houses. It seems to be - we could say 
that it is so - that when a planet is in this position it barely transmits its symbolic 
charge to the letter; at least, notoriously (everything stays in the corresponding 
house), just the opposite of when a planet is at an angle. Statistics have shown that, 
for example, the Moon is antiangular in the charts of athletes and soldiers, just as 
Mars is antiangular in the birth charts of musicians and writers. For its part, Jupiter 
is observed in an antiangular position in the charts of scientists and painters, while 
Saturn is in musicians, writers and playwrights. In my book Astrology at Your 
Fingertips I expose , in extenso, some of the main astrological statistics of the past. 


There is an interesting consideration, I understand, regarding the astrological 
statistics referred to 

to the angularity In general, they can and should be accepted as correct. However, in 
this specific type of statistical research 

we should use natal charts with the time rectified or recorded with great precision; 
in the latter case, we also had no guarantee that the time was real. The first point, 
the rectification of the birth time, is a world apart and I will leave it here. But I 
understand that two points must be assessed: according to my experience, a boy or 
girl is generally born before the registered time. This is logical because between the 
time the newborn leaves the maternal receptacle, the umbilical cord is cut, it is 
cleaned, weighed and measured, and it is placed next to the mother (if it is not taken 
to an incubator), they have passed several minutes. According to my rectifications, 
between seven and eight cases out of ten the child was born before. The difference in 
minutes usually depends on the precision of the recorded time. That is, in rounded 
hours (in the hour) we can expect even thirty minutes of inaccuracy, while if we see a 
time recorded to the minute, the difference is, 


generally a few minutes or even seconds. The second consideration is this: in the 
statistics (practically all of them with non-rectified time) we find the planet just 
before the cusp of the house. Observe the following graph for the Mars Effect: 


Mars is physically located in the 12th and 9th houses, although near the cusp of the 
1st and 10th houses, respectively. That is to say, it is already angular, without being 
in I or in X. Astrologers know that there is an orb (-6°, -7 °...) of operability before 
the planet physically crosses the angle in question. The effect is there and, 
furthermore, even if a planet is -6° from the cusp of the 1st house, we can truly say 
that its effect is more powerful than if it were in the middle of the 1st house. 
However, we should consider the following: if we used the correct natal hours, the 
planet would not be located much closer to the cusp? How much more? Someday we 
hope to be able to make statistics with rectified birth hours or with births registered 
to the second of time, at least, with which we will obtain results closer to the real 
effect of what we understand as angularity. 

(35) In the previous point I was wondering why we have not taken sufficient 
advantage of the statistical findings of Gauquelin and other researchers. In this 
paragraph, I will insist on the need to base ourselves both on the conclusions of 
serious and objective research in astrology and on astronomical-mathematical 
realities that are incontestable. For example: Why don't we quantitatively assess the 
interplanetary network in every natal chart? At the probabilistic level we have an 
average number of aspects per letter that can serve as a reference. This number will 
depend on the planetary orb that we grant to calculate the frequency, obviously. If 
we are below that arithmetic mean it should not be the same as being above or 
having a number of planetary aspects close to what is expected. In my opinion, it is 
logical to assume that a higher than average number of aspects corresponds to an 
advantage, of whatever kind. It can be in the form of greater intellectual curiosity, 
greater experience and experiential richness, or greater material opportunities. 
Therefore, we should take it into account. In the work Recent advances in natal 
astrology (Geoffrey Dean), 1977 edition, page 294, some results are offered 
depending on the orbs considered. For example, for a 5° orb, we have an average per 
card of 10 interplanetary aspects. Only aspects between the planets themselves, 
without counting aspects to the angles or intermediate cusps. Here we take into 
account the conjunction, the opposition, two sextiles, two squares and two trines. I 
have to say that the work signed by Geoffrey Dean was a choral work, with a display 
of means and with a scientific ambition, so to speak, gigantic. Dean changed, over 
the years, his opinion regarding astrology. But apart from this, in my opinion the 
work -very popular in the astrological sphere in the late 1970s and early 1980s- has 
aged poorly, and some of its claims today seem very naive. For example, trying to 
isolate very specific astrological factors, out of their context, and trying to draw 
conclusions from it, which are often extrapolated without a necessary overview. It is 
the same as always: academic or not, even if he stands out in any field, and no matter 


how solvent a scholar, researcher or writer seems to us, if he delves into astrology 
itself without being an astrologer -or without having the experience and knowledge 
Enough, which are different things - it would be like entering a jungle full of dangers 
and traps in your underwear. Sometimes, one does not lose life with that adventure, 
but it damages nature, the environment; that is: the same astrology, continuing with 
that metaphor. 


(36) Since I have previously mentioned what we understand by context -that 
overview that makes a natal chart truly understandable-, I want to introduce here an 
interesting concept for all things astrological: the so-called 

Systemic Thinking, which reminds us that the "whole" as a whole is greater than the 
mere sum of the different parts of something. It is a global vision as well as assessing 
the interrelationships within the whole. The systemic concept confirms the 
astrological vision of context and suggests that we avoid, in our field, giving more 
weight than necessary to an isolated configuration, for example, always 
subordinating it to the rest of the natal theme. The best example of this (systemic) 
idea is by far the human body. Continuing with ideas and concepts outside the 
astrological field, the so-called Lateral Thinking also seems interesting to me, since it 
can be easily applied. We can say it in one sentence, synthetically: let's try to think 
and find solutions to problems avoiding a linear and predictable sequence, because 
with different approaches and approaches, with greater creativity, we can obtain 
better answers and solutions. 


(37) A very brief note: many or several aspects to the ascending degree generally 
make the person who owns the card have a polyhedral nature, with a strong and rich 
personality, with many nuances and abilities, or with blocks and complexes if they 
involve inharmonious aspects of planets. difficult. 


(38) How many times have we fallen into the trap of the Elements... We study a natal 
chart without planets in Water, we tell the person that the lack of that Element can 
mean not having emotions so on the surface and so many other phrases made in that 
sense. And then, the person tells us that he doesn't feel that way, but that Water 
oozes through his pores (said in a graphic way and in a metaphorical sense). But 
later we notice a detail: the Moon is square to the Ascendant. Let's think: a planet 
that touches the Ascendant, especially - if not here, almost exclusively - in the form of 
a conjunction, sextile, square, trine or opposition, is coloring the entire chart with 
the tone of its own planetary symbolism. In this case, the quadrature is to multiply 
the effect even more (although excessively and defectively, perhaps) than a sextile or 
a trigon. Only the conjunction and the opposition could compete in lunar 
characteristics, but the lunar sign would have to be seen, too. Well, that square of 
the Moon to the Ascendant can make a person without planets in Water (or with only 
one generational planet, for example) really be a sensitive, emotional and empathetic 
person. Even in an exaggerated way (squareness). The exact degree will be 
determined by the whole of the natal theme, since it is not the same to have Saturn 
in the I or in the VII than to have Jupiter in the same positions. By the way, to round 
off the previous example with the Water Element: you can have several planets in 
Water and not be especially empathetic, sensitive or emotional. Example: the Nazi 
Machiavellian Joseph Goebbels (1897-1945), who feared the Sun, Mercury, Mars and 
Uranus in Water signs. Of course, it must also be said that the four planets are in the 
sign of Scorpio, whose essence and nature is, in itself, very complex. In my opinion, 
the Water manifests itself in your letter through different personal registers: 
nationalist or patriotic exaltation, emotional sense of the clan or the political party, 
etc. However, the correct thing would be to examine the whole of the natal theme. 
For example, in Goebbels the Moon is in Capricorn... Never forget the reader that 
the context always rules. Another similar example for this characteristic-trap that 


occurs in some cards: we have only one or no planet in Air, but the person has 
Mercury in the 1st house. The owner of this card will really miss communication and 
other proper values of this Element? What does the reader think? Yes, that Mercury 
will compensate (to what degree, it will depend on the natal chart itself) the lack of 
Air, SO we cannot venture to follow to the letter what the astrology manuals say. 


(39) Let's go back to the compensatory effect in which a planet touches the 
Ascendant with another real case: L. Ron Hubbard, the charismatic writer and 
founder of the Church of Scientology, had the Sun square to the Ascendant. Here, 
the solar characteristics adhere to the personality by imposition, forcing every 
situation before others (square to the Descendant). But the brilliance and energy of 
the Sun are visible in its way of being. With a high ego point and ambition. In short: 
only with this aspect (Sun square Ascendant), Mr. Hubbard would have enough 
personality, energy and charisma -even with friction- to compensate for the absence 
of the Fire Element, for example. Although it is not your case, by the way. Another 
form of compensation at the Element level is the planetary presence in a house 
affinized with the energy of the missing Element. For example, as it happens with 
Aristotle Onassis, Mars in I (indirectly, a combination of Fire) compensates in his 
chart for the scarce presence of this Element, since he only has the Moon and the 
Midheaven in Sagittarius. 


(40) Another type of complication, which in truth always generates contradictions 
and inconsistencies in the reading of a natal map, is the underlying relationship that 
exists between the Elements and the Qualities. Let's say that someone does not have 
a single planet in Fire, but has several planets in Cardinal signs (for example, in 
Cancer and in Libra). How can we conjugate this without falling into the typical 
contradictions? That is to say, thinking or commenting that that person has no 
initiative and other qualities ascribed to Fire. Undoubtedly, it must be taken into 
account and not fall into this other trap. 


(41) Noted Italian mathematician Alessio Figalli 

(b. 2-04-1984) has an interesting 

opposition between Mercury and Pluto (exact in degrees). I always say that it is a 
detective setting, to search and find information under rocks. This opposition has a 
fortunate constructive exit with the trine of Mercury to Neptune and its sextile to 
Pluto (also exact aspects). In accordance with what Neptune symbolizes: 
imagination, intuition, fantasy, this is a fantastic way (very Neptunian adjective) to 
channel deep ideas or complex mathematical searches (Mercury-Pluto opposition) 
that, apparently, are blind alleys. But Neptune is immeasurable, immeasurable, 
almost infinite, and with him everything is possible. The sky is the limit. I learned 
years ago from Lois M. Rodden, an excellent astrologer whom I came to treat by 
letter, that in people with a higher IQ the Mercury-Neptune aspect was more 
frequent than other apparently more promising ones, such as the contact between 
Mercury and Jupiter. Or with Uranus. It's possible. Frank Morris (b. 109-1926), the 
mastermind of the Alcatraz escape (the one in 1962), had a Mercury-Neptune 
conjunction in his natal chart, and was estimated to have an IQ of 133, well above 
average. . However, looking at his record and considering - for better and for worse - 
his notorious escape from San Francisco Bay Prison, I have my doubts about Morris's 
intelligence. Smart yes, but maybe not that much. Going back to the mathematician 
Figalli: it is no coincidence that Mercury, the planet of the intellect, is in the sign of 
Taurus, the mathematical sign par excellence, a combination that is relatively 
frequent in mathematicians and chess players. 


(42) One of the most important sections in astrology is the rectification of the birth 
time. In my work in English Predictive Astrology it is evident that everything is built 


from a duly rectified birth time. The most precise and secure method, although also 
the most complex, is the one that adjusts the birth time (practically to the second) 
from the Primary Addresses. I show it in detail in the referenced work. In another of 
my books: New Manual of Astrology, I expose an easier procedure -although also less 
exact- to rectify the natal chart: the planetary Transits. But I also recommend the use 
of a technique that allows additional adjustment, in order to achieve greater 
precision: the so-called SRA. In this note I am going to expose, synthetically, this 
method of rectification and confirmation of the birth time. The SRA are the aspects 
formed between the planetary positions of the Solar Revolution of a specific year 
with respect to the radix positions. Any event that occurs while the revolution is in 
force can be justified by an SRA caused by the same solar return. As additional 
support, to first rectify the natal chart and to confirm it later, we can use planetary 
transits. This technique (the SRA) allows to obtain the natal time with a margin of 
error of +- 1° of arc, which is precisely its operational orb (maximum). In some of my 
works, such as those mentioned above, I already explain in detail the concept and 
theory of SRA, but here, to be used in rectification, we must take into account the 
following: 


-Use a maximum orb of 60' of arc (that is, 1°). 
-Only aspects of 0° and 180° (although in practice, other aspects are valid). 
-Preferably, aspects by SRTD (of the conventional Solar Return). 


-Important events, especially forceful: deaths, accidents, surgical operations and, 
secondarily, events such as weddings, children and others. 


It is important to prioritize aspects where planets and house cusps are clearly 
related. For example, for the death of a brother, Mars 0° house III (more specific and 
clear) is better than Mars 0° Descendant (too generic). 


When two or more SRA coincide in some zodiacal positions of the cusps of houses 
that indicate the same natal time, the security in the rectification increases. 


Perhaps at some point we can develop an algorithm that allows us to obtain or select 
the correct natal time with certainty (with an orb of +- 1° on the house cusps) by 
means of a correct weighting of the joint weight of SRA and planetary transits. This 
could or should come hand in hand with computers. But today, it is a manual 
procedure and more or less subjective. This procedure is ideal for adjusting the birth 
time when it is approximate or rounded, with a previous margin of error of + 30 
minutes of time . For longer periods of time, this procedure is more difficult and 
risky, and it is convenient to use the semi-automatic rectification method that the 
Polaris astrology computer program allows, based on topocentric Primary Directions. 
I discuss the scope of this software in detail in my book Predictive Astrology. 


The birth time can be adjusted in two ways: 
a) Previous rectification with planetary transits (direct), then applying the valid SRA. 
b) Rectification with SRA, with the support of Transits a posteriori. 


With ten important events we can hope to find about 2 or 3 suitable SRAs, which 
help to rectify or confirm the natal time without difficulty. 


As an example, we can mention the case of Prince Charles of England, born at 9:14 
p.m. on November 14, 1948, in London (England). There are four major events in 


your life with very clear, unmistakable SRA (SRTD) aspects that help confirm that 
your natal time is correct, pinning, as it were, the house cusps to their true positions: 


1. His grandfather died: 02-06-1952. 
Pluto (r) 180° C. VIII (n). Orb: 28'. 


2. Operated for appendicitis: 02-11-1962. 
South Node (r) 0° C. VIII (n). Orb: 30'. 


3. Marriage separation: 12-9-1992. 
Pluto (r) 0° C. V (n). Orb: 16'. 


4. Grandmother dies: 03-30-2002. 
Uranus (r) 0° C. VIII (n). Orb: 60'. 


Another example of a famous character, even clearer and more forceful. A single SRA 
(SRTD) indicates the exact position of the natal eighth house cusp, automatically 
adjusting the time of birth: John Lennon and his murder. John Lennon was born at 
6:30 p.m. on October 9, 1940, in Liverpool (England). And thanks to a single SRA we 
can adjust your birth time to 5:24 p.m., approximately: 


1. Murdered: 12-8-1980. 

Mars (r) 0° C. VIII (n). Orb: Exactly. 

(Exact aspect for 17:24 hours). 

It is impossible to find a clearer and more indicative SRA for the sad event of his 
murder. 


(r): planetary position of the Solar Revolution. 
(n): radical factor. 


SRTD: an acronym for Solar Return Tropical Direct (Solar, Tropical, Direct 
Revolution). 


The orbs, in minutes of arc. 


For more information about the operation of the SRA, you can consult the chapter 
dedicated to this technique in my work Predictive Astrology. 


(43) Within natal astrology there is a series of traditional techniques and 
configurations that today have disappeared from our astrology books. In most cases, 
rightly so, but in others not, and they should be studied in depth to be rescued later 
if they really deserve it. Years ago I published a book where I contemplated a good 
part of these ideas of yesteryear. I am going to include some of these concepts and 
procedures here, but with a different purpose: to complete our astrological culture. It 
is necessary to know what others have devised and practiced before us, not only to 
take it into consideration or to discard it, but because it is part of our history, in one 
way or another. These techniques figure, in whole or in part, in classic works, from 
All Ben Ragel's The Complete Book to William Lilly 's magnum opus : Christian 
Astrology. 


One of the most interesting topics that we have inherited from the astrologers of 
other times is the so-called epoch or conception chart. I talk about it in several 
of my books, such as in The Astrological Interpretation (in this, extensively), and 
in Predictive Astrology, among others. Therefore, I will not expand here. 
However, below I will include the letter from the time (conception) of Pablo 


Picasso. 


It was calculated by the Israeli astrologer Isaac Starkman, and undoubtedly shows 
the talent and possibilities of artistic success of this universal Spanish painter. 
Jupiter and Venus on the MC, in the pioneering sign of Aries, and the Moon in Leo in 
the 1st house, among other lucky configurations. It is not difficult to interpret the 
letter of the time. It is not as important as the radix, but it complements it and often 
gives us a third dimension about the person in question. Radix and epoch are like 
two sides of the same coin. In the books where I have exposed this astrological 
section, I explain how to approach the reading of this prenatal letter, with other 
known examples. For the Picasso example, the data is in my work Predictive 
Astrology. 


(44) Within the section that we could call the prenatal factor, apart from the chart of 
the time we have other interesting elements, such as the so-called prenatal eclipse. 
On this subject they have written from modern authors like RC Jansky to astrologers 
from a thousand years ago, like All Ben Ragel in his famous work Libro conplido en 
los iudizios de las estrellas. There is another interesting prenatal theme, erected for 
the solilunar conjunction or opposition prior to birth, which contributes, beyond its 
own significance, its differentiation by syzygy (conjunction or opposition of the Moon 
with the Sun), as a condition for issues referred to to the global analysis of the 
individual astrological endowment, differentiating for it if it is conjunctional or 
preventive. The natal chart whose preceding syzygy was of conjunction between the 
Sun and the Moon is considered as conjunctional, and as preventive we understand 
the natal chart whose preceding syzygy was of opposition between the Sun and the 
Moon. The astrologer Robert Zoller tells us in his work Tools & techniques of the 
medieval astrologer that this differentiation (conjunctive, preventive) is useful to 
consider certain aspects of the chart, such as the HAyleg. In some classical 
astrological works we have indications and examples for the use of these 
configurations, such as the already referenced book by Alf Ben Ragel. Much remains 


to be investigated in this regard. Perhaps some reader is willing to dive into this 
section... 


In the meantime, I will include an example of a conjunctional / prevention letter for a 
well-known character: Adolf Hitler. Specifically, the card that we see above belongs 
to the second group: prevention, because as we can see, the syzygy preceding its 
birth was an opposition between the Sun and the Moon. This letter is calculated for 
April 15, 1889, at 10:20 p.m. (UT), for Hitler's home coordinates. 


(45) Another outstanding point of traditional astrology is the one that refers to 
planetary quantification. Although in the last hundred years there have been 
initiatives that tried to promote the quantification of the birth theme again, such as 
the one carried out by Alexandre Volguine with his planetary dominant , synthesized 
in his work Le maitre de nativite, it is truly a secular section. Quantification is the 
procedure by which the astrologer intends to assess the strength or weakness of the 
planets. For this, there is a table that scores the weight of each planet according to 
its location or a certain configuration of which it is part of the natal chart. In theory 
it is an objective assessment, which can help to better interpret the natal map by 
perfectly calibrating each planetary actor of that astrological work that is the natal 
chart. In my work The Astrological Interpretation I dedicate several pages (pp. 71- 
86) to this topic. But it is possible to get into it from the main works of classic 
authors such as John Gadbury, Antoine de Villon, William Lilly or Antonio de Najera. 
Perhaps the most accessible work today, of all the authors mentioned, is Christian 
Astrology, by William Lilly. The original work is from 1647, but there are 
Reproductions of the original available (in English) for a few years and other more 
recent editions with modern transcriptions that avoid an ancient text that is not 
always easy to read. In this particular work we can see an example of a traditional 
quantification table. As an example, we can say that a planet in its Domicile (as it 
could be Mars in Aries) has 5 strengths, while if it is in Fall it has 4 weaknesses. 
Once all the strengths, astrodines or points are added, the accumulated weaknesses 
are subtracted. Configurations that have now fallen into disuse are generally 
contemplated, such as terms, dodecatemories, orientality or occidentality or that a 
planet is under the sun's rays, for example. But others that are still valid today are 
also taken into account: framings, 

direction and speed of the planets or angularity. 


kK kK ' 

AAR ICE ICTTICONA INA ICA ITTT CT NA 
ITA ICOMA INA ICA TT ICE ICT NA Cc 
lara INA INA JCA TTT ICE JCTTIC NA TIT 
INO ITIT IC A TT ICE ICTTICOINA CA CE 
TE HanlCOANA INA ICA TIT ICE ICTTIC NA 
A7T INA INA ICA (IIT JCB ICTTIC NA TIT 
Wah ICOMA INA ICA TIT ICE ICT ONA CA 
Iie ICE ICTTICOINA INA ICA ITTT CT AA 
CA Hit icRictticain ina lca 11 ice Cc 
ETC A TIT ICE ICTTICO INA INA TTT CT 
IACICA TTT ICE ICTTICOINA INA ICA TTT CT 
IPF TTT ISF ISTHCOIM_IM_ISA IITT ISF C 
The dodecatemories. 


In the end, having already established the weight of all the planets, that planetary 
dominant of which Volguine and also spoke of will be evident. 

Gouchon, another French author of the 20th century. In my work The Astrological 
Interpretation I expose the dominant that I calculated for several famous people. 
Thus, Queen Elizabeth II has Saturn as the strongest planet, while Louis XIV, the Sun 
King, has the same Sun as the strongest planet, and Adolf Hitler has a dominant 
Saturn. The application of quantification, in practice, makes it possible to have a 
common denominator (the strongest planet or planets), which determines isolated 
configurations and prevents them from being assessed incorrectly. Some astrologers 
also consider quantification at a predictive level. For example, the planetary transit 
on a dominant planet should have a greater relevance than if it occurs on another 
with less weight in the natal chart. Traditionally, the planet of the chart that reaches 
a higher score in the quantification is called almuten. However, there is no absolute 
consensus among traditional astrologers when it comes to considering which planet 
in the chart deserves such a name. That is, other ways have been proposed to score 
the planets, considering only certain configurations, for example. There is also the 
almuten of the houses, which is the planet that has greater control, in theory, over a 
specific sector (not to be confused with the ruler). It is calculated based on a kind of 
reduced quantification, taking the cusp of the house (sign, degree, minute and 
second of arc) as a reference. More or less points are assigned to a planet based on 
its domain over that point: by domicile, exaltation, triplicity, term and face. I explain 
it in my already referenced work (pp. 112-113). Personally, I am not a supporter of 
planetary quantification at present. I think that if any planet stands out, it will 
already be evident to the experienced astrologer -otherwise, it is a matter of time 
and study-, like an angular, domiciled and highly aspected Mars. If this happens, and 
in this specific case, we will already grant him that predominant role in the letter. 

Table of Essential Dignities of the Planets 
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(1) Triplicities according to the Arabs 
(2) Egyptian terms 


Leaving quantification aside, but tangentially related to it, is the consideration or not 
of certain traditional configurations. This is the case of the so-called triplicities, of 
the terms, the face (and the decans) or the dodecatemorias. With the exception of 
the triplicities, the rest of the configurations obey a particular subdivision system, 
which supposedly assigns certain parts of the zodiac a certain type of effect. Already 
in the 17th century, JB Morin - who was an astrologer or practitioner - was ahead of 
many of his contemporary colleagues and ruled out this type of configuration 
because of its little or no importance. Your appreciation seems correct to me, 
because I understand that these subdivisions are not operative. Or if they are, to 
such a minor degree that they are not worth considering. In astrology, the 
determining factor is not whether something is operative or not, but to what degree. 
Sometimes less is more. A room overloaded with objects (however good or expensive 
they may be), will never be a beautiful and pleasant stay. On the other hand, if 
another traditional configuration seems effective to me: the so-called mutual 
reception by address; the mutual reception by exaltation does not seem relevant to 
me. Other traditional configurations, like a planet in cazimi, are not operative in my 
opinion. According to my observations, a planet in cazimi is burned and not fortified 
in any way. I talk about it in my book on medical astrology, which will be published 
soon. Combustion does seem to me a really interesting and fully operational 
configuration, but I will talk about this later, in this same work. Another 
consideration of yesteryear was having a planet under the sun's rays, which meant 
having it at a distance of up to 15° or 17°, and from the limits of combustion. 
However, the effect of this configuration is very weak and we can discard it. The 
same with respect to assessing whether a planet is in via combusta or empty in 
progress (when it does not make any aspect with another planet before changing 
sign). These last two configurations may be important in hourly astrology, but not in 
natal astrology. But as always, and with everything, let's leave the door open to other 
opinions, especially if they are based on serious research. 


(46) Continuing with the so-called astrological tradition , with lower case or upper 
case, there has always been a table of the planetary government for the different 
ages of man that has changed little in recent times, and which is this: 


Moon: 0-4 years. 

Mercury: 4-14 years. 

Venus: 14-22 years. 

Sun: 22-41 years. 

Mars: 41-56 years. 

Jupiter: 56-68 years. 

Saturn: 68-98 years. 

Moon: 98-102 years. 

Mercury: 102-112 years. 

Venus: 112-120 years. 

I agree to consider only the traditional planets. However, I have always thought that 
objections to this planetary classification by stages of human life, perhaps Mars 
would fit better in the stage that goes from 22 to 41 years, while the Sun would be 
more identified with the strip of age ranging from 41 to 56 years. In full youth, the 
Martian impulse is evident, while in the middle of the forties and fifties, the solar 
values shine more. Besides, by a certain correlative logic, it corresponds to Mars to 
follow after Venus, which is after Mercury and the Moon. The Sun between Mars and 
the slower planets fits better; It is not another planet and the apparent motion is not 
the only thing to consider. Then Jupiter and Saturn follow, logically. From then on, 
the relationship with the Moon, Mercury and Venus is less visible, but it is also true 
that very few people reach those ages. In any case, it seems to me better to be 
guided by the planetary cycles, in their different phases and aspects, when 


describing the physical and psychological evolution of the individual. It is more 
perfect, more exact and real. For example: the first return of Saturn, around the age 
of twenty-nine, marks the physical zenith and maturity of the person, just as the 
opposition of Uranus to the natal Uranus, which arrives around the age of 42, 
represents a moment of crisis and personal rebellion, with reconsiderations and the 
desire for changes in life. 

(47) In the previous paragraph I specifically mentioned the advanced stages of 
human life, which do not always occur in everyone. Regarding that mature age that 
always causes admiration or healthy envy, in these days of the year 2020, in which I 
am writing these lines, I have read a news item in the press that has caught my 
attention. The medical community in different countries wonders, puzzled, why 
people over the age of ninety (some, even centenarians), as a general rule, have 
better resisted coronavirus infection than those of seventy, eighty and even sixty. For 
me, the explanation is astrological: the natal chart of a person who reaches ninety 
years of age is more protected (I talk about it in my book on medical astrology) than 
the middle chart that corresponds to those who die at a "normal" age. , let's put it 
that way. That 's right, it's no coincidence that one gets so far on a temporal level. 
Your card is more resistant, it has certain configurations that allow you to live 
longer, generally with better health (physical and mental) and, if necessary, better 
protect you against a virus. I suppose that it does not make sense, from a medical 
point of view, since the immune system should be more weakened at such advanced 
ages. But it is not so. It is not logical, but it is astrological. 


(48) Continuing with other elements of the tradition, there is a section with which I 
do not agree at all and that I think we should change. It is about the planets in their 
joy. The astrologers of yesteryear -and surprisingly, some of today- considered that a 
planet in its joy is a planet that, due to its location in a house that favors it, is 
empowered, benefited by such a domal position. Traditionally, the following 
combinations are considered: 


The Sun in the IX house. 

The Moon in the III house. 
Mercury in the 1st house 
Venus in the V house. 

Mars in the VI house. 

Jupiter in the eleventh house. 
Saturn in the 12th house. 


Today, for me, this does not make sense. Before, it could be interesting to have 
Jupiter in the 11th house: powerful friends, protectors or godparents, so to speak. In 
the 21st century it is not so important. It can even be a limitation, in the form of 
personal or social servitude. Mars in the 6th house may have been important in other 
times, facilitating a job to avoid a certain uprooting or labor marginalization, which 
often caused poverty, illness and other painful realities. But currently, having Mars 
in the 6th house is not so desirable for work. And from the point of view of health, 
even less. The same with respect to Saturn in the 12th house. Venus in the V house 
or Mercury in the I house are not bad, but neither are they in other houses. For 
example, Venus in the 2nd house, or in the 7th, are just as desirable. Perhaps Venus 
was thought of for the sector of children at a time when many children did not reach 
adulthood. Today, this doesn't make much sense either. Also the Sun in the IX could 
have been interesting at a time when the majority of the population could not study 
or travel, but not now. There are other better houses for the Sun (he says it and 
writes a Sun in I). I think the same with respect to the Moon in the III house. 


(49) We have to be brave to break with elements of tradition that today have clearly 


become outdated. Not all old is good. I have visited the Archive of the Indies in 
Seville, the library of the Monastery of El Escorial, the Archive of the Crown of 
Aragon in Barcelona, the library of the Monastery of Montserrat... and many other 
important enclaves, some almost legendary. I have read the classics a lot and I have 
spent hours and hours studying ancient texts, diving into lost archives. Much of that 
astrological information from yesteryear I have not only studied it, but I have often 
incorporated it into my backpack of knowledge on the subject. But it must be said: 
not everything works. I do not agree with investing so much time and money in 
recovering old texts that, due to their content, do not contribute anything. We need 
these resources to be invested in today's research, be it statistics or studies of all 
kinds. No science advances by looking only to the past, be it medicine or physics. 
This is my opinion, but I respect the others, even if they don't make sense. The 
astrological researcher Demetrio Santos (1924 2016), a pioneer in the translation of 
astrological works in Latin and Greek into Spanish in the Hispanic area, once 
commented in the corridors of an astrology congress that I also attended that it is 
more important to investigate than retrieve (texts). I mention Gauquelin's findings as 
an example to follow due to their relevance. I point out that a mathematician and his 
statistics (Gauquelin) did more for astrology in the 20th century than a whole legion 
of astrologers-authors, however admired they may be. Even more: than any 
astrologer of the past century. Needless to say, I agree with him. This is so now and 
for some years now. Perhaps it could not have been so two, three or four decades 
ago -in Spain, France, Italy or England-, when we were about to rediscover valuable 
works of yesteryear. But now there are fewer interesting or really relevant classic 
works to be dusted off and translated. I am thinking, for example, of Guido Bonatti 
(1210-1296) and his main work: Decem continens tractatus astronomie. Even Morin's 
Gallic Astrology is already practically translated in its entirety; at least what is truly 
important. 


(50) going to introduce an astrological factor that the Hellenistic tradition has 
transmitted to us: the planetary sect . It is useful to judge the effect of the planets in 
every natal chart. This ancient doctrine is related to the macro differentiation that in 
every natal chart is established depending on whether the birth is day or night. 
Neither in this natal factor there is an absolute agreement among astrologers. It 
seems that the word sect comes from the Latin dry, which means to cut or divide. 
The astrologers of the past used two sects: the diurnal (ruled by the Sun, with 
masculine or positive characteristics), and the nocturnal (ruled by the Moon, with 
feminine or negative characteristics). When it is said that a planet is in a sect, it is 
understood that that planet agrees with what it means, well set. In this way, it is 
shown without distortions in its nature, more comfortable in its location (day or 
night). To assess this, astrologers considered whether the chart was day or night, the 
position of the planet in relation to the Sun, and the sign it occupied. Of course, a 
day chart is one with the Sun above the horizon, and a night chart when the Sun is 
below. It is true that a day letter is more open, direct, and a night one is more closed 
and introspective. But there are sub-readings (use the expression): the Sun can be in 
the 12th house (day chart) or in the 1st house (night chart), and it is possible that the 
concepts are somewhat inverted here, so it is convenient to relativize any macro 
differentiation, as in everything. Even so, in works such as the Libro conplido (All 
Ben Ragel) the differentiation between day and night letters is not neglected. We can 
accept that, generally, masculine planets like the Sun or Jupiter shine more if they 
are diurnal, since they seem to have more strength, and feminine planets like the 
Moon or Venus seem to be better in a nocturnal chart. However, there are 
exceptions. Jupiter in sect (daytime chart) can be better in general (VII, X, XI 
houses...), but not always. It depends on the type of letter and the type of objectives, 
priorities or realities. Besides, a planet like Mercury (neutral) determines its sect 
with respect to the Sun like this: if it rises before it, it is daytime, and if it rises after 


it, it is nocturnal. To correctly determine if a planet is in a sect, a triple criterion 
must be taken into consideration, which comes from astrological tradition: consider 
whether the chart is daytime or nighttime, whether the planets are in the right 
hemisphere (for example: daytime planets like Jupiter , above the horizon) and, 
finally, if there is a concordance between the planet itself and the sign it is in (ie: a 
masculine planet like Saturn in a masculine sign like Leo). If a planet is in a sect, it is 
stronger, for better or for worse. This is the case of Adolf Hitler's Saturn, with an 
impact on the chart as powerful as it is malefic. In my book The Astrological 
Interpretation (pp. 96-100) I explain this traditional configuration in more detail. 


(51) A very similar configuration is when a planet is in its haiz. It occurs when a 
masculine planet is by day on the earth and in a masculine sign, and by night, under 
the earth. And a feminine planet that is found above the earth by night and in a 
feminine sign and by day, under the earth. If, in addition, the planet in question is in 
the fourth (see the next point) that corresponds to it, masculine or feminine, it gains 
considerably in strength. As we know, the Sun, Mars, Jupiter and Saturn are 
masculine, and the Moon and Venus are feminine. Mercury is considered 
androgynous or neutral. The odd signs are masculine and the even signs are 
feminine. The sect can be useful for a basic judgment based on classifying a card as 
day or night, and the so-called haiz can be used to specifically judge the planetary 
effect. 


(52) Another traditional consideration is when a planet is in its fourth. A planet that 
is in its fourth or conforming to the fourth is when a masculine planet is in the 
masculine fourth and a feminine planet is in the feminine fourth. Fourth is equal to 
quadrant, to understand us. If we divide the letter into four blocks, of three houses 
each, we have this subdivision: 


Fourth of houses I, II, III: female. 

Fourth of the houses IV, V, VI: masculine. 
Fourth of houses VII, VIII, IX: feminine. 
Fourth of the houses X, XI, XII: masculine. 


As an example, we can say that the planet Saturn in Adolf Hitler's chart is in its 
fourth and also in its haiz. 


Those who have studied or read astrological works of yesteryear will also have come 
across a configuration called ductria or securitas. A planet that is in ductria or 
securitas is a planet that is in its haiz, located at an angle and being by day (day 
chart) the Sun at another angle that is not the opposite, but square with the planet. 
In addition, the planet must be oriental to the Sun. In this case, the Sun can be in 
the I house and the planet in the X house or the Sun in the X house and the planet in 
the VII house. At night (night chart), the planet should be in its haiz and be located 
at an angle, the Moon being at another angle that is not the opposite, but square 
with the planet. Also, the planet should be western to the Moon. In this case, the 
Moon can be in the 4th house and the planet in the 7th house or the Moon in the 1st 
house and the planet in the 4th house. The planet that is in ductria or securitas by 
day will be in the tenth sign from the Sun, and by night, in the fourth sign from the 
Moon, counted following the succession of signs. The modern author Robert Zoller 
addresses this little-known configuration in his Tools & techniques of the medieval 
astrologer . Next I will show an example for this combination, where we can see 


Jupiter in ductria or securitas : 


These last configurations that we have seen are included here more for general 
astrological culture than for their usefulness in practice. More studies are needed to 
show that they really do live up to the credit they enjoyed a few centuries ago. But 
we are obliged to prove them, of course. 


(53) Another classic consideration, we could say, is the one that refers to the 
orientality and occidentality of the planets with respect to the Sun. 

Let's remember that a planet is eastern with respect to the Sun when it rises and 
sets before it, while it is western when it rises and sets after it. 


(55) The astrologers of the past, like JB Morin himself, also took into account 
whether the planets were in apogee or perigee. A planet is at its apogee at its 
furthest point from Earth, and at its perigee at its closest position to our planet. 
Morin already points out in the 17th century that the effect of a planet is stronger at 
its perigee, and weaker at its apogee. Julevno (Jules Evenot), a relatively modern 
French author (b. 1845), tells us in his Nouveau traite d'astrologie pratique that it is 
a configuration to take into account. Julevno agrees with Morin: he points out that at 


its peak the influence is weaker, but also more proportionate to the constitution of 
the sublunary bodies; therefore, the planet operates better and its influence is more 
favorable. On the contrary, in its perigee -this author tells us- the strong influence of 
the planet causes violent mutations. That is, although its effect is stronger, it is more 
unfavorable for the sublunary world. One of the astrologers who has studied this 
configuration in more detail is perhaps the Austrian Johannes Schreiweis (b. 1904). 
In my opinion, this type of consideration deserves an in-depth study, but a really 
important effect, if it exists at all, cannot be expected. 

(56) In my book on medical astrology, which is about to appear, I present punctually 
and specifically -within the context of this astrological branch- what is understood in 
astrology by combustion. A planet is in combustion or is combusted when it is in 
conjunction with the Sun, within an orb that goes from the exact aspect to 6° 30' or 
7° degrees, approximately. Some ancient astrologers gave it a smaller margin: 
around 3° of distance in longitude with respect to the Sun. But others, like the 
English William Lilly or John Gadbury, extended its radius of action to 8° 30' of arc. 
However, I think that the opinion of Antonio de Najera, author of the Summa 
Astrologica , is more sensible, when he suggests an orb of 6° as the maximum for the 
combustion. As I say in my work on medical astrology when talking about this 
configuration, according to my experience a planet in cazimi -which occurs when the 
planet does not exceed a distance of 17' of arc with respect to the Sun- is no 
exception and is equally negative. . The ancient astrologers rightly included 
combustion among the negative configurations. Of course, combustion is more or 
less harmful depending on different factors: orb, sign, house, aspects and other 
possible contributing factors, as well as depending on the whole of the letter. Now, 
in this astrological note I want to introduce the reader to an astrological study on the 
subject that has been lost over time and that deserves to be considered, I think. This 
is a monographic investigation on this matter through 

position of Edouard Symours (follower of the "scientific astrology " advocated by 
Paul 

Choisnard) and rightly titled La combustion. It was published as a monograph within 
the astrological collection of the Cahiers Astrologiques (Nice, France, 1946). It is 
written in French, of course. It is an excellent study, which sheds light on this 
interesting astrological chapter. Symours tells us in this regard that we must 
differentiate the combustion between lower planets (Mercury and Venus) and higher 
(the rest). And with Mercury and Venus it is necessary to take into account if they 
are superior or inferior conjunctions with the Sun. This author undertook different 
statistics within his study, the results of which are the axis on which his contribution 
to this section revolves. In my opinion, due to the number of real cases handled, 
the study is 

significant enough, on a general level. Expected and observed frequencies are 
included, and the result is interpreted. Perhaps these statistics are not perfect 
examples of the application of probability theory to the astrological field, but I say 
again that they seem to me sufficiently consistent and usable. Symours approaches 
his study from three points of view of the effect of combustion: physical health, 
mental faculties, and destiny. In this regard, let us not forget the temporal context of 
the work, since it was written and published in the forties of the last twentieth 
century. Pluto is not contemplated in this investigation. Before offering some of the 
results that this study yields, I want to point out that it is necessary to resort to the 
original source, already referenced, since I only include a part of the conclusions and 
there is much more material that deserves to be analyzed and even assimilated for 
the study. astrological knowledge. To begin with, it becomes evident to consider the 
nature of the combustible planet and the sign where the combustion occurs, as well 
as the house, the orb, if the conjunction is applicative or separative, if it is a superior 
or inferior conjunction (for Mercury and Venus ), as well as the plane in which its 


effect can be manifested, since it can be positive for some issues and negative for 
others. For example: the orb can be decisive in the Sun-Mars conjunction, because 
for an orb limited to 3°, the effect seems to be contrary to longevity (0 cases out of 
200 centennial cards). But the same conjunction to 5° or 6° seems to improve its 
effect. The same with respect to Jupiter. This consideration from Symours is very 
important: the orb of real combustion efficiency seems to be around 5° or 6° 
maximum. In another order of things, the application (in conjunction) seems to be 
stronger than the separation, as tradition suggests, but you have to know how to 
apply this rule. An example: the combustion of Uranus is favorable for longevity as 
long as it is separative (perhaps because the effect is softer, although equally 
stimulating on an organic level). On the other hand, the applicative combustion of 
Uranus is more frequent in violent deaths. Another dynamic planet: Mars, seems to 
be especially negative if it is combusted in the I and IX houses (angular or close to an 
angle). 

However, this is not observed with Saturn, perhaps due to the more temperate, 
prudent and farsighted character of this last planet. By the way, Saturn combusts in 
Capricorn is worse than in other signs. Perhaps it is because your home is stronger 
and the Sun is weaker or less strong. The author studied 300 cases of various 
celebrities and observed that the combustion of the Moon is not at all conducive to 
social or professional success, while Jupiter surpasses Saturn, despite the fact that 
the difference between them is less than what could be expected. The superior 
conjunction of Venus is favorable, but with a reduced orb. The inferior conjunction is 
less effective. Mercury's superior conjunction also seems to be clearly favourable. 
More: the Sun-Saturn conjunction does not seem to live up to its bad reputation, 
since it does not incline to violent deaths (with the exception of suicides, perhaps due 
to the pessimistic character of Saturn) nor does it seem to harm health or longevity 
(the author points out that the quadrature is notably negative, in general). These 
results have always coincided with my opinion, based on my experience seeing 
thousands and thousands of charts: the Sun-Saturn conjunction is, many times, more 
benign than the Sun -Jupiter conjunction. Combustible Mars is always unfavorable, 
especially with a reduced orb. Note that in a study of 400 violent deaths Mars, 
Uranus and Neptune are the planets that stand out the most in combustion (also the 
Moon), especially if the aspect is applicative and with a reduced orb. Jupiter seems to 
have here a certain -moderate- protective effect if the conjunction is separative. 
Continuing with the Jupiter Combustion, but in a different sense: while it is not good 
for health with a reduced orb, it improves with a wide orb. At the level of material, 
social or professional results, this is a much more favorable conjunction, although it 
is not at the height of the sextile or the trine. In another sense, Symours concludes 
that the combustion of Neptune and Uranus in artists seems favorable. The same as 
Mercury and Venus, but in superior conjunction and with a limited orb. Combustible 
planets like Mars, Jupiter or Saturn are irrelevant here. On the contrary, in 
philosophers Jupiter is seen as favorable combusto, like Mercury. Our author points 
out that the traditional consideration that eastern Mercury with respect to the Sun 
seems to improve intellective faculties seems to be confirmed, although at a very 
general level, since it is convenient to relativize this assertion. In a study of 100 
letters from criminals the combustion of Uranus and Neptune stand out above 
average, while Mars and Saturn are left off the hook here and do not appear to be 
relevant. Among suicide bombers, Mars, Saturn (we have already pointed out the 
possible reason), Uranus and Neptune combusts stand out, while Jupiter's is rare in 
this group, as expected, and does not appear. These are the results that seem most 
remarkable to me from the Symours study, although as I said before, there is much 
more to analyze. 

(57) Another configuration that, without belonging to classical astrology, has been 
studied and applied in the last decades is the so-called Junar phase. Although this 


expression falls short. We are talking about the angular distance between the Sun 
and the Moon in every natal chart, the so-called solilunar relationship. We have 
knowledge in recent times of this configuration through the astrologer Dane 
Rudhyar, who introduces us in his work The Lunation Cycle to the eight astrotypes 
derived from the four lunar phases. Each astrotype, so to speak, has a different 
motivation or attitude. Let's see all the combinations: 


New Moon Type: born with the Moon less than 45° in front of the Sun. It is 
associated with individuals with a strong instinctive charge, quite subjective, 
impulsive and spontaneous. Example: Karl Marx. 


Crescent type: born with the Moon from 45° to 90° in front of the Sun. Individuals 
who fight to erase borders and overcome obstacles. Example: John F. Kennedy. 


Crescent Quarter Type: born with the Moon from 90° to 135° in front of the Sun. 
They are fighters, very active and creative, who bet strongly on changes and new 
goals. Example: Joseph Stalin. 


Gibbous Lunar Type: born with the Moon 135° to 180° in front of the Sun. This 
astrotype is associated with individuals interested in contributing to society, being 
idealistic or motivated by high goals. Example: Napoleon Bonaparte. 


Full Moon Type: born with the Moon from 180° to 135° behind the Sun. They are 
objective people, with a clear vision of life in general. They are interested in some 
kind of achievement or contribution to society. Example: Goethe. 


Disseminated Type: born with the Moon from 135° to 90° behind the Sun. Individuals 
with a vocation as a bridge or link, on a personal or social level. Example: Adolf 
Hitler. 


Waning Quarter Type: born with the Moon from 90° to 45° behind the Sun. They are 
individuals identified with the word crisis, on a personal level or in a figurative sense, 
in the form of groundbreaking ideas. Example: Albert Einstein. 


Balsamic Type: born with the Moon less than 45° behind the Sun. It is associated 
with the transitory, with individuals attached to exhausting a stage to be born again 
and reemerge with force in a new one, evolving. Example: Robespierre. 


Continuing with the Moon, and within the section that corresponds to the lunar 
phase, note that the ancients differentiated the lunar effect depending on whether 
the Moon was increased in light (up to 180° with respect to the Sun), and more 
favourable, or decreased in light, with a less positive reading for the lunar effect. 


(58) No less important are the so-called antiscia. The antiscium occurs when two 
planets, placed on either side of the solstitial axis, are at the same distance in 
longitude. That is to say: the 0° of Cancer or the 0° of Capricorn are always the 
midpoint between any point and its antiscium. In this way, the antiscian degree is a 
reflection degree of the position of a star. The degree of contraantiscio is born by 
applying the same previous formula, but in relation to the equinoctial axis; that is to 
say, referred to the 0° of Aries and to the 0° of Libra. For example, the anti- antiscian 
of 10° of Aries is 20° of Pisces. According to the authors who have studied this type 
of aspect, the antiscium has an effect similar to a conjunction, but very attenuated. 
As with the contraparallel, a contraantiscian does not have to be equivalent to an 
opposition, but rather seems to operate as a conjunction. As an example we have the 
case of Adolf Hitler, in whose birth chart Mars and Saturn are in antiscium. This type 
of planetary relationship, with a very small orb, reinforces the ecliptic square that 


involves the same planets, acting here as an aggravating circumstance, and affecting 
their character and destiny in a negative way. Some authors recommend using a 1 
degree arc orb. 


(59) A different note, about boxing. I have to say that I am not interested in any 
competitive sport, much less the world of boxing or the so-called mixed martial arts 
or MMA. However, in the past I had the opportunity to meet a great boxing trainer, 
the veteran Alfonso Goya, and his gym: the Sporting Club (I think it was called asf) of 
Barcelona, located inside the Municipal Sports Palace, very close to the Plaza de 
Espana of said city. I remember seeing that some Spanish champions trained in that 
gym. Returning to the world of boxing -although on another level-, and already in an 
astrological key, say that in the recent past I have had the opportunity to rectify the 
time of birth of two illustrious champions: Rocky Marciano and Mike Tyson. Both 
heavyweights (in every way). The charts, or data, are in several of my works, but I 
write them down here in case the reader wants to pick up both natal charts: 


Rocky Marciano: 09-1-1923. 21:20:21 (TU). 42N05-71W01. 
Mike Tyson: 06-30-1966. 13:40:41 (TU). 40N40-73W56. 


Well, analyzing both letters, and studying their respective biographies, later fitting 
them into the same boxing history, a recurring question among fans of the sport of 
twelve ropes seems of great interest: who would be the winner in a hypothetical 
combat between 

Martian and Tyson? My opinion is based on comparing both natal charts, including 
personal physical characteristics, inscribed in the same chart, as well as the chance 
of success in general, which is no less important. After all, two people face each 
other in the ring, but also two natal charts. Let's reason this: Diana de Gales died in 
a car accident in Paris, and her letter justifies this unfortunate event, as I have 
pointed out in some of my works. By this rule of three, the level of success will also 
be inscribed in the radix; whoever, and compared to whoever. Those who know this 
sport will argue that Tyson's physique (and his record) is impressive, that Marciano 
would not put up with the barrage of blows with which he used to receive his 
opponents, and many other reasons (of weight) to bet on Tyson. . But I, who have 
rectified both letters and know them well, do not think the same. I think Rocky 
Marciano will be the winner. If it is that from two cards (and not from a combat) the 
result can be determined. Tyson is a cyclone with his Leo Ascendant, containing 
Uranus and Pluto in the I, with his Mars in X sextile to the ascending degree and just 
square to Uranus and Pluto. His natal ruler (the Sun) is conjunct Jupiter (exalted), 
but... Martian has a Capricorn Ascendant (with natal ruler Saturn exalted in Libra) 
that can take anything. And that's how it was: he accepted any blow, and from 
anyone. Maybe too tough and tough for Tyson. His emphasis on Virgo (Sun and two 
personal planets) made the training itself, the physical and _ psychological 
preparation, as meticulous as it was rigorous. If he had been born in the sixties, like 
Tyson, with today's advantages in nutrition and training, I'm sure his physique would 
be much more muscular and impressive, and his punch even stronger (and he was 
legendary then). Your angular Sun - your VII house, with Mars at the head, is to be 
born for confrontation and live to fight -, sextile to Pluto in VI, is very important in 
your chart. I could continue with more details, many in favor of Marciano, but they 
only support an astrological opinion, so it is not necessary to continue. But yes, one 
more detail: that Jupiter so close to Midheaven... doesn't it justify a perfect career, 
without defeats? It is no coincidence that his colossal fame, his prestige (Moon in 
opposition to the Midheaven), were cemented from a race that ended undefeated: 
Jupiter conjunct the Midheaven, with a wide orb, but in a high intensity zone (like 
Gauquelin would say). The Sun-Jupiter sextile (practically angular) reaches the 


Midheaven precisely through Jupiter, which transmits the energy of the Sun itself. 
immaculate, perfect record. That's my opinion. 


(60) A lighter and less pretentious note: in 2018, on my last visit to Havana (Cuba), 
walking through El Vedado, a beautiful Havana neighborhood, I heard two men in 
their fifties, mulattoes to be more precise, talking. One of them said: "...1 am a 
Scorpio, I swam on November 8...". I found it interesting to include this apparently 
trivial note here because it shows the impact of astrology on society, even in a 
socialist country, where in the last decades - lately things are changing - astrology 
has not exactly enjoyed great diffusion. Even more: although we must differentiate 
educated astrology from popular astrology -that of the solar signs-, the latter is often 
a gateway to the former. Thus, many people have entered astrology through an 
identification with their zodiac sign (sun sign) or by a general attraction with respect 
to the world of astrology, which they have known precisely for this work of popular 
dissemination. It is not the ideal entry route, but you have to accept that, today, it is 
what it is. Furthermore, in line with what has been pointed out: this type of 
popularization, if it is well managed by us, the astrologers, and differentiated from 
real astrology, can only bring us benefits. Of course, it is convenient that every active 
astrologer spreads this message in an appropriate way. Here, astrological yearbooks 
or almanacs and sun (or moon) sign books come into play. I have also written and 
have had this type of work published. One never knows if one of these books has 
helped to capture a scholar or a simple astrology consultant; or both, which is not 
uncommon. 

(61) A note regarding international astrological abbreviations, proposed years ago to 
make astrological references in articles, papers or books more uniform. Today they 
are not used much, although it would be desirable. The abbreviations are these: 


SW Sun. 

MO Moon. 

ME Mercury. 

SEE Venus. 

TE Earth. 

MA Mars. 

JU Jupiter. 

SA Saturn. 

UR Uranus. 

NE Neptune. 

PL Pluto. 

NN Lunar North Node. 
SN Lunar South Node. 
PF Part of Fortune. 


AR Aries. 

TA Taurus. 
GE Geminis. 
CN Cancer. 
LE Leo. 

VI Virgo. 

LI Pound. 

SC Scorpio. 
SG Sagittarius. 
CP Capricorn. 
AQ Aquarius. 
PI Pisces. 


AS Ascendant. 

DS Descending. 

MC Midheaven. 

IC Underheaven. 
VX Vertex. 

A.V. Antivertex. 

RA Right Ascension. 
East Point EP. 

GC Galactic Center. 


CE Ceres. 

PA Pallas. 

JO Juno. 

VA Vesta. 

TP Transpluto. 


These abbreviations are for geocentric positions. To indicate heliocentric positions 
we must add the letter "H" to the abbreviation. For example, HMA: Heliocentric 
Mars. 


(62) In January 2017 I went on a trip to India. I was in several cities, visiting 
astrological bookstores, astronomical observatories of yesteryear and even had the 
opportunity to give a small talk in English to a large group of students from the ICAS 
astrological school, East Delhi Chapter, New Delhi. Take advantage of my trip to 
learn more about Hindu astrology, from different books, conversations in situ with 
astrologers and astrological bookstore assistants. In my travel notebook, I wrote 
down everything I could learn and what they transmitted to me throughout my 
journey through the country. I share these notes here, although they are still a 
handful of ideas and feelings about the astrology that is practiced in India. It is even 
possible that there are errors or omissions, something for which I apologize in 
advance. Hindu astrology is neither worse nor better than Western astrology, it is 
just different. First, to say that it caught my attention that the majority of active 
astrologers are men. The same with respect to the authors of works on the subject. 
In contrast, the school I visited did seem to have quite a few female students. Let's 
hope that this generational change occurs with a healthy balance between women 
and men practitioners and professionals of astrology. Hindu astrology has five basic 
areas of study: jataka (natal chart), varshaphal (solar return), prashna (hourly 
astrology), muhurtha (elective astrology) and samhita (mundane astrology). This 
astrology must be understood within the Hindu social and cultural context. Here, 
abstractions, instinct, and intuition predominate, and linearity, rigidity, and Western 
organization do not exist. It must also be said that many Hindu astrologers use 
different tools to compensate for problems in the natal chart: mantras, gems and 
other accessories. 

I was able to observe that there are differences between city and city, at the level of 
practitioners, concepts and techniques. And I found the figure of the guru habitual in 
almost all of them , a kind of teacher and guide for the student, as dedicated to his 
disciples as they are devoted to their teacher. More than Hindu astrology, we should 
talk about Vedic astrology, since the Vedas already used this knowledge and it seems 
that everything is born from there. Let us remember that the Vedas are a series of 
religious books, made up of hymns and sacred poems, which tell us about myths, 
legends and principles of Hinduism itself. However, jyotish is the Sanskrit term 
(original language of the Hindu people) that designates the astronomical, 
mathematical and interpretative principles that constitute the astrology practiced in 
India. However, it must be said that both Hindu and Western astrology stem from a 
common root: ancient Babylonian astrology. To understand this oriental astrology, 


one must understand its social and cultural context, as I said before. For example, 
the castes, in the form of five social classes (the lowest are the untouchables), 
practically prevent or make social ascent very difficult. That is to say, if one is born 
in a caste, they cannot aspire, I understand, to another social level; Or, at least, it is 
very difficult. I say this because in a culture where the change factor is so limited, 
where tradition, customs (Saturn) weigh so much, it is not surprising that the planet 
Uranus hardly has a place. No transit of Uranus will be missed... However, I have 
been able to verify that some astrologers there use the slowest planets (Uranus, 
Neptune, Pluto), although they are not included in the Vedic scriptures, of course. 
You also have to understand the concept of karma : accumulated actions, positive 
and negative, from previous lives, which contribute to creating what is called 
dharma: the tasks assigned to the individual in the current life. And we must not 
forget the deterministic approach of this astrology, which clashes with the Western 
concept of free will. Despite the deterministic or fatalistic concept, this type of 
astrology agrees with the deep understanding of oneself from this discipline, being 
able to better choose the different paths that arise in the form of a dilemma. To 
better introduce ourselves to this type of astrology, Western works such as 
Alexandre Volguine's: Lunar Astrology may also be of interest. Thus, we will better 
understand elements such as the nakshatra (lunar mansion), for example. However, 
the major difference between Western and Hindu astrology is the use of the sidereal 
zodiac, as the reader will already know. The difference in degrees between the 
beginning of the sidereal and tropical zodiac (0° Aries) is called ayanamsa. There is 
no agreement as to which is the correct ayanamsa, and there are various proposals: 
Fagan-Bradley (24° 42'), Lahiri (23° 49'), or BV Raman (22° 22'), for example. As we 
know, to calculate the chart according to the sidereal point of view we will have to 
subtract that ayanamsa from the different radical factors. 

Another question: if the first house is at 29° of Cancer, all of it will be in the sign of 
Cancer. And so with all sectors. It is important to note that the system of equal 
houses is used (30° per house). As is known, the Hindu graph is not circular like the 
current Western one, but square. In fact, I was able to verify that there are two types 
of graph: the southern one (with square sectors) and the northern one (with triangle 
or rhombus sectors). 


India meridional India septentrional 


I also noticed that what we understand as glyphs are not used; that is, the symbols of 
the planets, in this case. By the way, the astrologers there give more importance to 
the Ascendant sign than to the Sun. Furthermore, if I remember correctly, I read that 
if someone asks about your sign, it is most likely that they are referring to the 
Ascendant. In general, the interpretation of the natal chart is based on the 
combination of planets, signs and houses, as we do in Western astrology. The 
planetary ruler of each house is also used, concepts such as planetary strength or 
weakness, mutual reception, consideration of retrograde planets and a type of 
planetary quantification similar to the western one. Even the position of according to 


which planets in day or night natal charts is valued. But there are also particular 
concepts or considerations of Vedic astrology, such as a planetary classification 
according to the friendship, enmity or neutrality between the planets, as well as the 
consideration of aspects by sign, rather than by degrees, as in hourly astrology. The 
combinations do not differ much from the western ones, generally. For example, an 
Indian astrologer interprets the Sun in Aries like this: aggressive, hardworking, 
ambitious, self-confident, etc. Although I have to say that, occasionally, I have seen 
combinations of the Sun and the Moon quite far from the western ones. The zodiacal 
sign ( rasi) that a planet occupies is the energy from which a planet expresses itself. 
Not so different from how we envision it here. Regarding the positions per house, a 
Sun in the ist house would be interpreted as follows: aggressive, impetuous, 
ambitious, proud, vital, in good health, etc. As we can see, the recipe here fits quite 
well with what any Western astrologer could say. However, although the meaning of 
the houses is similar between both types of astrology, it is not identical either. For 
example, Hindus associate house X with words such as: profession, occupation, 
vocation, honor or knowledge. Well thought of, more than Indian, Hindu or Hindu 
astrologers, they should say "the practitioners of Vedic or Hindu astrology", since 
there are thousands and thousands of practitioners of this astrology outside the 
Hindustan peninsula. It is important to note that zodiacal positions are considered 
less significant than domal ones. There are also yogas or planetary combinations (I 
understand that yoga, in Sanskrit, is "union"), which are the specific configurations 
with a certain reading. There are hundreds of yogas. For example: Mars in 
Capricorn, in Aries or in Scorpio, in the 1st, 4th, 7th or 10th house, gives the 
individual self-confidence, a point of aggressiveness, strength or a tendency to 
adventure. Apart from the rasi chakra (birth chart), there are other types of cards 
that are used in interpretation, such as the Moon card, which is calculated by placing 
it in the Ascendant position. It comes to be like a complement in the interpretation of 
the natal chart. But it is also customary to put the house that we want to study in 
depth as Ascendant (house I). If it is the mother, we will put the IV house (or the X) 
as the I house, in the same way that we do it in hourly astrology. The so-called 
navamsa Chart is also used as a complement to the natal chart. It is part of the 
sixteen varga charts (shodasararga), calculated using a particular number to divide 
the natal chart. The natal chart is divisible by one unit, while the navamsa chart is 
calculated by dividing the natal chart by nine units, so to speak. Thus, the navamsa 
chart is formed by dividing each 30° rasi into nine equal 3 1/3° sections, called 
navamsas. This card is considered almost at the same level as the natal chart, and if 
I'm not mistaken, they also use it to study compatibility at the couple level. It seems 
that John Addey used the concept or idea of Hindu divisional charts (vargas) as a 
basis for his theory on harmonics. Or at least he was inspired by it. Harmonic charts, 
such as vargas, are used for specific aspects of the personality or birth chart. 
Regarding astrological prediction -again, I insist on placing this type of astrology in 
its social and cultural context-, dasas are used, which are a division of the person's 
life by periods, related to something in particular, and that help to determine in 
which stage the person is. There are many and different dasas. But I have also seen 
applied, as a complement to the dasas, the planetary transits, called gochara, if I 
remember correctly. I think they are used as triggers or event triggers, basically. In 
addition, they are used in a more extensive way. For example, if Venus is in 
Capricorn in the natal chart and Saturn transits this sign, it is already affecting that 
Venus if it is in the same sign, even if it is 25° away. However, it is possible to 
understand that the strongest effect will occur when it is in conjunction. Let us 
remember that at a predictive level, both the astrologer and the consultant accept 
astronomy with its deterministic or fatalistic component. To end this short exposition 
about Hindu astronomy, I would like to refer to the role of the astrologer in India, as 
I saw it. The professional of astrology is considered, there, as a respected, influential 


and multifunctional advisor; that is to say, they are consulted for any question and it 
is expected of them that they can be of help in everything. They can choose the most 
favorable time for a wedding, among other important choices, and the success of 
their advice lies in their objective, wise advice, inspired by astrology itself. Normally 
they have astronomical as well as astrological knowledge, and I remind the reader 
that in India there are university-level astrological studies, something in which they 
clearly surpass us. To finish, and as a curiosity, note that the elephant god Ganesh, 
guardian of all secret wisdom -of which astrology is a part-, seems to be important to 
Hindu astrologers. 


(63) Psychology, sociology, philosophy... and other disciplines, which although they 
seem valid to me and enrich our culture, are nothing more than caricatures of reality 
compared to astrology. When one has deepened in astrological knowledge, 
everything is conceived and understood in the light of the old science of the stars. An 
example: I have had many, many psychological consultants, but I have never needed 
psychological help. What better orientation than the stars? Both to get to know each 
other better and to see where one is and glimpse their personal evolution. Yes, both 
in the present plane and in the past or the future. By the way, that a psychologist 
understands and appreciates the usefulness of astrology is something very laudable. 
However, with respect to certain needs or situations, psychology seems to me very 
valid. In no case can the astrologer act as a psychologist or a doctor. His role is 
different. As for sociology, it cannot compete with world astrology (social, collective 
branch) in any sense. Nor can medicine do so with respect to which diseases a 
person is more prone to or how a patient will evolve. There are diseases that medical 
science cannot detect or suspect years before they appear; but astrology can, and 
from the person's birth. And with respect to the future plane, words are superfluous. 
The future, for doctors, architects or politicians, is unknown. But I insist: the role of 
the astrologer is neither to determine which economic and social policy is correct nor 
to diagnose or cure patients. His mission is another. And what about philosophy? I 
have read enough about it - from Plato to Heidegger - to relativize its importance in 
our world. Sorry, but I say what I think. In general, all of it does not make much 
sense if one studies, understands and masters astrology. Philosophical thought 
seems to me like child's play, innocent and flat, even predictable. Thinker after 
thinker, from 

Socrates to Bernard-Henry Levy, all have seen life, all have made their philosophy 
through their own chart and the time they have lived, which is explained by 
astrological cycles and other particularities of world astrology. But all the 
philosophers have ignored this, which is the funniest thing. They have believed to be 
free of all individual and social conditioning. The pessimist Schopenhauer -one of my 
favorite philosophers- could not see life in any other way than from his Sun-Saturn 
conjunction in Pisces, practically on his Midheaven. Did the complex and nebulous 
Heidegger come to know that rare combination that was his own Sagittarius 
Ascendant opposite Neptune and Pluto? To say one of the elements that determined, 
to a large extent, his thought. Did Kant know that his work was directly influenced by 
the conjunction of Saturn to his Midheaven, both being in Capricorn? Even more: 
that Saturn (operative in the IX houses: superior thought and X: works, in both), so 
powerful, was in trigon to a solid Ascendant in Taurus, whose ruler, Venus, was 
exactly quincunx to Saturn. Its structure, the depth of thought, is purely saturnine. 
Even his attitude towards life and his way of being: prudence, order, regularity, 
seriousness, punctuality... It is no coincidence that his works are impregnated with 
his own birth chart, as in all philosophers. It can not be helped. The so-called critical 
period in Kant's career begins with his masterpiece: Critique of Pure Reason. I was 
57 years old. Around the age of 59 (second return of Saturn) there is a high tide at 
the level of mental maturity, since vital experience and a still very powerful 
intellective capacity converge. In those ages Picasso painted Guernica, Velazquez 


Las Meninas, Victor Hugo wrote Les Miserables and Cervantes the first part of Don 
Quixote. In the case of Kant, the second return of Saturn floods his work with a 
luminous maturity. From then on, more great works arrive, such as Foundation of 
the metaphysics of customs or Critique of practical reason. Jean Paul Sartre himself 
and his existentialism (although this started already with Kierkegaard and Nietzsche) 
are defeated by astrology; and not only at a conceptual level (like all philosophy as a 
whole), but also because of the fluctuations or undulations of his thought (and of his 
life), since these adjust to the "timing" of the stars. But he never suspected it. He 
must have believed that everything was chosen, random or circumstantial. In relation 
to this, I wrote in 2013 in my book Notes from an Astrologer (pp. 199-200): 


There are also certain facts and historical circumstances that can be linked to any 
cycle. In this regard, I suggest studying an eventual connection between the famous 
conference that Jean-Paul Sartre gave in Paris (France) on October 29, 1945, entitled 
“Existentialism is a humanism" and the Jupiter-Neptune cycle. This conference was a 
true social event and had great significance. Sartre himself says about the theme of 
his dissertation: "There is no other universe than this human universe, the universe 
of human subjectivity. This union of transcendence as constitutive of man -not in the 
sense in which God is transcendent, but in the sense of going beyond - and of 
subjectivity in the sense that man is not closed in on himself, but always present in a 
human universe, is what we call existentialist humanism". Note that in his work El 
ser y la nada the theme of humanism did not appear. Furthermore, this capital work 
in Sartre is in fact anti-humanist. However, in 1945 Sartre incorporated this element 
into his discourse, humanism, as an internal reflection of a new external world: after 
a great war, human reconstruction, the human community, in short, cannot be 
ignored. It is the moment in which the philosopher lives and thinks. And at this 
precise moment, the planets Jupiter and Neptune are in conjunction in the sky in the 
sign of Libra. Needless to say, it is an astrological combination that perfectly reflects 
the central theme of Sartre's lecture. 


I have wanted to include this note that unites, for the most part, philosophy and 
astrology so that the reader reflects on the same philosophy: how closely linked are 
philosophers and philosophies to the sky of their birth and to the sky of the moment, 
explaining all of this a reality determined and its subsequent evolution over time. 
Isn't it wonderful to discover that? Knowing this, doesn't it make more sense to 
devote our lives to astrology rather than psychology, sociology or philosophy? Of 
course. Our knowledge is at the top and there is nothing higher than a bit of free will 
and -for some- of divine will. And the first depends in turn (to choose better) to know 
or not our destiny... Even so, it is also necessary in our society to have psychologists, 
sociologists and philosophers. Even with politicians, even if we don't like them. But 
let all of them know that the mother of all knowledge -as my great friend Boris 
Cristoff called her- is above all these disciplines and many others. As it is above 
meteorology, for example, it is also conditioned by the positions and movements of 
the stars, as is demonstrated every day by meteorological astrology, a branch that is 
as interesting as it is little practiced within our collective. 


(64) I am writing these lines in June 2020, in the midst of the global coronavirus 
pandemic. Beyond the health and social impact, which has had a global effect -on the 
five continents- like we have never seen before, and which is the worst because a life 
is irreplaceable, we will be left with a major global economic crisis . This is what I 
already gave in April 2007, on page 110 of my book World Astrology ( published by 
Ediciones Indigo in 

Barcelona, Spain, 2007), about the two crises that awaited us in the following years: 


With the help of this chart, we can now forecast the political, social, and economic 
ups and downs of the coming decades, up to the year 2100 


Beyond the year 2000 we can see a first downward phase of the Cycle Index, which 
reaches its lowest point around the year 2010. It will probably be the first major 
crisis of the new century and millennium. 

The next drop in the index, much more pronounced, reaches a minimum index 
around the year 2020. It is the lowest point of the entire 21st century. Undoubtedly, 
with many years in advance, we can already venture epic the next great crisis that 
Immanity will see will be the epic will occur around the year 2020, predictably being 
a critical stage, from a political, social or economic point of view. 
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As can be read, I not only predicted the first great crisis of the 21st century (2008- 
2010), but also the second and current crisis of 2020, which is becoming more 
important in every way. 


(65) In this final part of the book I will present a series of astrological notes referring 
to world astrology. I will start with a consideration that has to do precisely with the 
pandemic that we have begun to suffer in 2020. On the one hand, and this is a 
personal contribution, the presence of four planets (including three malefic planets: 
Mars, Saturn, Pluto, and the lunar South Node) in the angular sign of Capricorn: 
natural X house of the world suggests a serious decompensation to me, since it 
affects the individual (square between Capricorn and Aries: house I), to their 
relationships (Square between Capricorn and Libra: house VII) and his family 
(opposition between Capricorn and Cancer: house IV). That is to say: the pandemic 
not only affects the person (house I), but also separates or conditions them with 
respect to their relationships (house VII) and their family life (house IV). It even 
affects your work (Capricorn: house X). It occurs to me to think that it does not affect 
pets (6th house), since there is a trine between the 10th and 6th houses, but I cannot 
guarantee that this technique or concept of world astrology will operate to this level 
of sophistication... And it does not it is necessary that there are planets in the houses 
I, VII or IV: the accumulation in Capricorn (house X) is enough. In my book World 
Astrology I expound this kind of natural chart of the world, so to speak. Now, 
although this personal consideration apparently fits, and validating all planetary 
accumulation in a sign (with a negative, decompensating effect, after all), this is not 
enough to predict a pandemic. In my work on medical astrology, which is about to be 
published, I expose how the astrologer Boris Cristoff was able to forecast a possible 
pandemic for 2020. It was not a divine inspiration, but the result of studying other 
epidemics and previous pandemics. It is also fair to point out that in a work by the 
astrologer Wanda Sellar (An introduction to medical astrology ) she correctly tells us 
that, between the 12th and 17th centuries, the astrologers of that time saw the 
conjunctions between Mars, Jupiter and Saturn (they had yet to be discovered). the 
three slowest planets) as responsible for plagues, like the black plague itself. It 
seems to be a correct consideration, because when in 2020 the coronavirus (COVID- 
19) began to spread and became a true pandemic, back in the middle and end of 
March 2020, not only were those three planets together in Capricorn: Mars , Jupiter, 
Saturn, but also added to the Pluto group. It is something that, astrologically, we 
must take into account from now on in a global key. By the way, and in relation to all 
this: it was precisely when Mars entered the area of occupation of the slow planets 
(from Capricorn to Taurus) when everything exploded. Or when everything got 
worse. That happened exactly on March 19, 2020. Mars will be within that area until 


January 20, 2021 and perhaps from then on the effect of the pandemic will begin to 
be visibly less, either due to the widespread distribution of a vaccine, by the 
discovery of an effective treatment for the disease or by its simple remission due to 
containment measures worldwide (this is less likely, knowing the behavior of the 
general population). 

(66) There is another mundane reality that is also framed, I understand, within world 
astrology: the world of fashion. In the last decades I have read various articles on the 
relationship between astrology and fashion (haute couture, preferably, which is also 
closer to the concept of art). Here are included some accessories (garments, objects), 
for men and women, which may be at the forefront of trends in clothing for women 
and men today. The progressive and widespread use of clothing and accessories, in 
one way or another, marks what we understand as fashion. One of the articles, 
published -if I remember correctly- in the 1970s in the AEIA magazine ASC. (directed 
by Joaquim Teixidor), was signed by a veteran astrologist from Barcelona: Marfa 
Malo. I got to know this lady -she was quite old by then- in the 1990s, at the Catalan 
Astrology Association (Associacio d'Astrologia de Catalunya), of which I was 
president (1998-2000 ). My friend and colleague Boris Cristoff also wrote in the past 
about fashion, in an astrological key. It is more than likely that I have attended a talk 
or conference and even a presentation related to this subject, although right now I 
do not have it in my mind. In any case, we can Say that there is, very basically, a 
correspondence between the houses and signs and the elements or garments and 
accessories 

To wear. For example: the 1st house and Aries are related to hats, while the 12th 
house and Pisces are linked to socks and footwear. The stockings could be related to 
the 11th house and Aquarius, while Libra would be related to the belts. Of course, 
underwear is linked to the 8th house and the sign of Scorpio, as well as the gloves 
and the type of sleeves that are in fashion will have a lot to do with the 3rd house 
and the sign of Gemini. dA handkerchief or a tie? House II and Taurus. And so with 
the rest of the houses, signs and garments or clothing accessories. It goes without 
saying that the passage of the slower planets (from Jupiter to Pluto) through the 
different zodiac signs can activate certain clothes, which can become fashionable, or 
depending on what textures, colors or tones. Perhaps on a very subtle level, not as 
obvious as in other manifestations of mundane astrology, but visible enough, I think. 
If political ideas and artistic movements are influenced by the planets, why not 
fashion? From the Age of Aquarius to the simple passage of Jupiter through 
Capricorn, everything pushes us in this second and third decade of the 21st century 
to dress in a certain way. The Uranus-Pluto conjunction of the sixties not only 
influenced the way of thinking and acting of an entire generation, but it could also be 
reflected in the casual clothing of the hippies, which was strongly projected towards 
the youth of the time. Even the miniskirt became popular in those years of rupture 
with everything, so typical of the pointed conjunction. As we can see, the fashion is 
not only influenced by the passage of the slow planets through the signs, but also by 
the cycles. Marfa Malo suggests that the passage of Saturn through Cancer, square 
Pluto in Libra -at the beginning of the 1970s- brought about the collapse of the bra. 
Personally, I have observed that since Uranus entered Taurus, around 2018, many 
men have freed themselves (Uranus) from the daily use of the tie (Taurus: neck). I 
am referring to those who have always used this complement, of course. For 
example, now it is not uncommon to see a politician without a tie or bow tie, and 
even many television presenters have chosen to wear an open collar. Of course, it is 
not a relaxation in the etiquette as such, since it is usually elegantly replaced by a 
handkerchief in the jacket pocket. It is even possible that the recent and current stay 
of Jupiter, Saturn and Pluto in Capricorn have simplified the way of dressing for 
everyone. In theory, this would entail a greater use of the color black or, at least, of 
darker tones, clearly related to Capricorn; gray or leaden tones also enter here. In 


recent times, perhaps more men with jackets or suits are seen wearing dark shirts - 
without a tie-, while the white shirt has been somewhat displaced in recent months 
and years. Returning to the past: it is curious to observe how in the twenties of the 
last twentieth century the woman begins to show her feet and legs. Did the passing 
of Uranus through Pisces have anything to do with it in those years? Possibly. Also in 
that decade Neptune crossed the sign of Leo and Coco Chanel reigned in the world 
of fashion. According to Marfa Malo, the passage of Uranus through Aries in the late 
twenties and early thirties makes hats very fashionable at that time. Curiously, in the 
next step of Uranus through Aries (2011-2019) caps appeared again and strongly, 
particularly among younger people. Another note: unisex fashion , which unified 
men's and women's clothing, could well have been due to the footsteps of Uranus, 
first, and Pluto, later, by Libra, which occurred from the late sixties of the last 
century and up to the middle of the century. from the eighties. According to Marfa 
Malo, the passage of Neptune through Sagittarius -from the seventies to the mid- 
eighties- brought the massive diffusion of the so-called jeans or jeans. It makes 
sense, because all pants especially cover the area proper to this sign: hips, buttocks 
and thighs, and the blue color of jeans is not that far from the purple and violet color 
with which we associate Sagittarius; at least they are part of the cool color palette, I 
think. But it seems to me even more interesting the Neptunian link (bohemian, 
carefree) that is established with the feeling of the time, at a political and social 
level: liberation, pacifism and other related movements. It seems to me that in that 
same decade, specifically in the mid-seventies and up to the mid-nineties, the 
successive passage of Uranus and Pluto through Scorpio brought about a total 
liberation in the way of dressing. The interior, so to speak, ceases to be something 
forbidden, and partly showing bras or underwear can already be something normal. 
This seems more evident to me with the arrival of the so-called transparency in 2006. 
In that year, Jupiter was just transiting the sign of Scorpio. We see on the catwalks 
(and off them) designs that show the naked body of the woman. It is the total 
liberation of the female body. Returning to the present: in these years of the second 
and third decade of the 21st century, with Neptune in Pisces and Jupiter, Saturn and 
Pluto in Capricorn, the world of fashion is certainly not experiencing its best 
moment. They are not very aesthetic signs or, at least, they do not allow the 
showiness of Leo, Libra or Aquarius. 


Let's recap: we can say that the passages of the planets through the signs and the 
cycles that are formed in the sky are related to fashion. Jupiter and Saturn (and 
Uranus, Neptune, Pluto) are the main players. For example: with Jupiter in Aries 
The red color would predominate, as well as the masculine or sports garments, or 
with a military air. With Uranus in Pisces clothes with many layers, coverings, wide 
dresses and blue or navy colors, in their different shades. Curiously, during the Age 
of Pisces, all kinds of coverings have been lavished, from Roman tunics to that 
universal cape that has been used by both men and women until the 20th century, 
and which, fastened around the neck, covered the suit or dressed and protected from 
the cold. I am also thinking of the layers of the 16th, 17th and earlier centuries, so 
widespread then. More things, continuing with examples that help to see everything 
together: when the jean pants ( jeans) were born, from Levi Strauss ‘s patent (05-20- 
1873), that day we have the Sun and three more planets in the sign of Taurus: 
resistance, hardness, country product, work, among other characteristics of Taurus. 
The aspect of the Sun in trigon to Saturn also helps in this sense: a garment that 
lasts (due to its own characteristics) and that survives over time, generation after 
generation. The aspect of the Sun square Jupiter can justify its transgressive nature 
at the cultural level, being a garment to go against the current, to dress informally, 
against the rules. Another interplanetary aspect of interest is the opposition between 
Saturn (tradition) and Uranus (modernity), representing the clash (opposition) 
between two trends in clothing: classical and modern. 


(67) A note halfway between mundane and native astrology, but passing through the 
world of art: about Mata Mua (in Spanish: Once upon a time) by Paul Gauguin (1848- 
1903). It is a magnificent canvas, truly unique. It is part of the private collection of 
Carmen Thyssen. In these days of June 2020, it is news in Spain and in the world due 
to the negotiation between my friend Baroness Thyssen and the Spanish Ministry of 
Culture. Here and now I am only interested in considering one thing: the astrological 
context in which it was painted, fitting it into the natal chart of the famous French 
painter, according to the planetary transits that his natal chart received around 
1892, when he painted it on an island in the Peaceful. But first, I cannot resist 
commenting on the magnificent chart - only from an artistic point of view - by 
Gauguin, even if it is only a few brushstrokes: a creative Ascendant in Leo, conjunct 
the Moon (in Virgo), which is part of a very artistic T Square (includes the Moon 
itself, Neptune and Venus), and whose Focal Point is Venus, ruler of the X house, 
which is in Taurus. Going back to the astrological context in which the painting was 
painted: a Neptune-Pluto conjunction in Gemini superimposed in 1892 on his Venus 
in X, stirring and revolutionizing his art from the roots. I don't know if it was a 
particularly fruitful period, from the point of view of his art, but this work was born 
at that moment and is linked to that cycle and that transition. In turn, Uranus was 
passing through the natal III house, applying a sextile to the Ascendant and its 
Moon... Any other note from the reader? Surely we can add the occasional 
brushstroke to that context, fitting it into the painter's birth chart. 


I take advantage of this section, in which I have made reference to the owner of the 
Mata Mua painting, for a small personal note, referring to my friends. Precisely 
because some of them are notable people: well-known, wealthy, or outstanding in 
some way. Although I am an outgoing and sociable person, my 11th house does not 
have any planets and is in Capricorn, so I do not have many friends, but rather few 
and older or Capricorn people (serious, mature, experienced). As examples, the 
astrologers -now deceased- Adolfo Roca or Boris Cristoff. But there is more, in 
relation to that house XI: the ruler (Saturn) is in the house I (close friendships, 
integrated into my life) and in conjunction with the Sun: solar friends or friends (by 
character or by their personal brilliance, power , etc.). This is precisely the 
astrological key, which justifies the fact that for years I have been in contact with 
solar people, important we could say, forming part of my personal relationships or 
friendships. As a professional astrologer I have been consulted for years, but I also 
have to say that all my consultants are equally important to me, whether they are 
dock workers (which I have had) or large financiers (which I have also had as 
clients). . 


(68) More about art: these days I have learned of the death of the Nicaraguan 
architect Alfredo Osorio Peters (b. 1933), which occurred on May 23, 2020. This 
architect was one of the most prominent professionals in Nicaraguan architecture in 
the 20th century. Author of emblematic works, such as the building of the National 
Institute of Social Security (1961), the Central Bank of Nicaragua (1964) or the 
Intercontinental Hotel (today renamed Crowne Plaza), located in Managua and 
finished and inaugurated in 1969. The latter creation, well known in the Nicaraguan 
capital for its curious pyramidal shape -resembling a Mayan pyramid-, is already part 
of the urban landscape of Managua. It withstood the 1972 earthquake, which 
practically destroyed the city. Undoubtedly, its solid reinforced concrete structure 
had a lot to do with it. Thanks to this, when I visited Managua in 2019 I was able to 
stay in this excellent hotel -on a high floor, as I like-, as comfortable as it was 
aesthetically achieved. My trip to Nicaragua was very interesting: I discovered the 
true date of birth of the dictator Anastasio Somoza Debayle (a fact that I explain in 
my book on medical astrology, which I have already spoken about), I was able to talk 
with the great poet Ernesto Cardenal, he invited me to eat another outstanding 


Nicaraguan author: Jorge Eduardo Arellano, and much more. But I miss -and it will 
no longer be possible- to meet and chat with the architect Osorio Peters. My 
intention was to talk about architecture and about life in general during my stay at 
the hotel, since I knew that in recent times I had lived there, in that building that he 
designed himself. But at the time of my visit, he no longer lived in that establishment 
and was out of the country. Likewise, we have his work. Osorio Peters was a laureate 
architect (Medal of the Society of Architects of Mexico in 1972), but he will be 
especially remembered for his concern for culture, the integration of the local and a 
strong interest in adding beauty to the city through his creations. , something that 
does not always occur in the promotion of urban, public or private buildings. As I 
always say: of all the arts, architecture is the one that allows you to enjoy it the most 
and live it -pun intended- in all its dimensions. Nothing to do with a sculpture, a 
painting or a score. Architecture is lived and enjoyed in another way, and we can 
even live inside it... and from it (if we rent it). 


I see that in this note I have not said anything astrological. The truth is that I do not 
know the day or the month (much less the hour) that the architect Osorio Peters was 
born, but I do know the date on which the old Intercontinental Hotel in Managua was 
officially inaugurated: 12-5-1969, one of his most remembered works. We don't know 
the time, but we can point out some configurations of interest for that day: the Sun in 
Sagittarius (three planets in the sign) reflects well an architecture as daring as it is 
advanced, especially with the Sun-Uranus sextile, which gives it an experimental 
character. , technical and modern as a building. Undoubtedly, all this covers a good 
part of its original, innovative and groundbreaking stamp. The sign of Libra (three 
planets in it) also brings elements of interest to the work: refinement, impeccable 
aesthetics, or sociability as a meeting point for travelers, on another level of 
information. Maxime being in the sign of the Moon, and in conjunction with Jupiter. 
There are more elements to comment on, from an astrological-architectural point of 
view, but I will only mention one: the Jupiter-Saturn opposition (the building pairing 
par excellence, on a planetary level). For me, it represents the constructive challenge 
itself, squaring the circle, designing and completing a remarkable architectural 
work. It is something that is not easy in Managua, a city that in the 20th century has 
seen how two earthquakes (1931 and 1972) reduced it to rubble, over and over 
again. 


(69) Another Latin American architect whose mastery of light, space and even 
colours, I admire, is the Mexican Luis Barragan (1902-1988). I have had the 
opportunity to visit several of his creations, but I prefer Casa Giiardi (1976), in 
Mexico City. For its simplicity, its brilliant use of every square meter and, in general, 
for brilliantly solving every architectural problem that already occurs on paper, on a 
plan. Truly, every corner of the house is a hymn to beauty, but to a functional beauty, 
not a museum, a beauty close to nature. I will visit her again when I return to 
Mexico. Barragan, as an architect, approaches the concept of what we could call 
"integral architecture", since he controls the entire construction process and even 
designs some furniture. Also Antonio Gaudf, another genius, designed even the 
railings and bars of the houses he signed. Commenting here on Barragan's natal 
chart (his data is in Astrodatabank) is impossible, we lack space. We could fill an 
entire work. But I will comment on what seems most interesting to me: to begin with, 
we Can Say that there are two signs with more than three planets (magic number that 
determines a real emphasis in a sign or house). In his case they are Aquarius and 
Pisces, so Barragan is a mix of modernity and sensitivity, of technique and 
inspiration. A very lucky double trend, which the reader can measure by adding more 
words for each sign. It is curious to observe in his letter Jupiter and Saturn -the 
constructive pairing- in his X house, as a double tonic, also, in his professional 
behavior. The works that I sign emanate from one trend as well as another, with 


characteristics of one planet and another. That is to say: austerity, simplicity 
(Saturn), and abundance, waste (Jupiter). Those smooth, contained walls, but with 
bright colors, I think are representative, among many other details of his work, of 
this double trend. More specific is considering his intellectual profile, with a 
powerful III-IX axis: Uranus, Neptune and Pluto present indicate aptitudes, concerns, 
and motivations of an intellectual and cultural nature, which is always positive for an 
architect. With such a configuration, one stops being a construction worker and gets 
closer to an independent, creative, artistic role. Let us point out some very specific 
configurations: Mercury and 

Venus conjunct (in Aquarius), Mercury sextile Ascendant or an interesting T Square, 
involving a Uranus-Pluto opposition on the III-IX axis square three planets (though 
not all in aspect to Uranus and Pluto) in the house XII: Moon, Sun and Mars. A 
multiple Focal Point that indicates study, reflection, behind-the-scenes work, 
together with cultural motivations with a very high profile (slow planets in 
conjunction with III-IX houses). The rest of the letter, which deserves to be analyzed, 
I leave to the reader. 


(70) In this rare summer of 2020, when I am writing these lines, I have just learned 
of the death of Dr. Eusebio Leal Spengler (n. 09-11-1942). This renowned Cuban 
historian, with a wide culture and insatiable intellectual curiosity, was known for 
holding the position of Historian of Havana (1967-2020). I was lucky enough to meet 
him and socialize with him on my last trip to Cuba, in June 2018. I interviewed him 
mid-morning on Wednesday 06-6-2018, at his office on Amargura street, in Havana, 
and I gave him two of my books. It was not the first time I was in contact with him, 
because at the end of the nineties we exchanged several faxes (yes, fax, not emails) 
regarding the date of birth of Cuba as a country, due to my interest in calculating an 
astrological chart. valid national. In the Cuban capital we were talking about 
astrology, Havana and the world in general, a bit of everything. With respect to 
astrology, given his remarkable culture and open-mindedness, he showed some 
knowledge on the subject, a healthy curiosity, and an admirable respect. He even 
mentioned a picturesque Havana astrologer whom he met several decades ago, 
during his childhood and youth, remembering a phrase that he always recited, the 
well-known astra inclinant, sed non obligant (something like the stars incline, but do 
not force). He asked me to tell him some details about his natal chart, which I did 
with great pleasure. He came prepared, of course. I also spoke to him about the 
future of Cuba and the world for the next few years (predictions that appear in 
several of my books), to which he listened in silence. We took some photos -one of 
them is on my website- and we said goodbye, after an interesting chat. I have to say 
that astrology is indebted to Mr. Eusebio Leal Spengler. He allowed different 
astrological events to be held on the island in recent years at the Museum of Cards in 
Havana, a center dependent on the Office of the Historian of Havana, for the first 
time in many decades; if they were ever held before. I was precisely invited to give a 
course and some talks on astrology for two days in said cultural center, during the 
nine days I stayed in Cuba in June 2018. It was not the first time I had visited the 
island, since in April and In May 1996, I spent fifteen days in Havana, with a 
commercial and not a tourist visa, since I traveled there to do some business on 
behalf of a company with which I was collaborating at the time. I hope to return to 
Cuba soon, to offer another conference on astrology and to visit the pearl of the 
Antilles again. I would have liked to meet again with Dr. Leal Spengler -and I had it 
in mind, to be honest-, but unfortunately it can no longer be. In any case, my 
appreciation for your work and my gratitude remain here in writing. 


(71) Speaking of Cuba: although I have had relations with members of the Cuban 
socialist apparatus (Dr. Eusebio Leal Spengler was a member of the party in power 
and a close associate of Fidel Castro), I do not feel the need to speak out in favor of 


socialism or capitalism. . I am not Cuban, just a European who loves Cuba and its 
many attractions. I am not interested in politics, only culture and people. I say this 
because I am also a friend of Roberto Batista, the son of former Cuban President 
Fulgencio Batista (1901-1973), whom Castro and his revolution overthrew. In truth, 
it would take the best of today's Cuba (solidarity, equality, free education and 
healthcare) and that of before 1959: freedom, opportunities, economy, 
socioeconomic progress. I would stay in that Third Way close to the Scandinavian 
vision of the political, social and economic organization of a country. I have already 
talked about it in some of my books, so there is no need to repeat myself. In addition, 
it is not only my personal criteria, but what I think will prevail in the medium or long 
term, logically, as well. With socialism or communism you cannot advance, you 
cannot grow as people or as a society; As an example, a button: on my first trip to 
Cuba, in 1996, I met three people behind the bar of my hotel to make me a coffee... 
But with the pure and simple capitalism of the United States. , the inequalities are 
excessive. I prefer Sweden, with Norway, with that hybrid that is possible for our 
society. We have to make it, and we will. 


(72) About Cuba: some time ago I adjusted your letter as a country, rectifying your 
time of birth. These are the data: 05-20-1902, 17:43:13 (TU), Havana (Cuba). I am 
not going to extend here commenting on your natal chart, but we can point out the 
following: as a country, the Sun in Taurus gives you that naturalness and simplicity 
that you display, as well as your patience, tranquility and pacifism as a people; even 
its slow in some things. It is a nation that loves culture and all the arts, especially 
music, as we know; something very close to the energy of Taurus. Virgo as 
Ascendant is an interesting counterpoint: the taste for detail, precision and, in recent 
decades, justifying itself by its arrangements, improvisations and tinkering in the 
years of scarcity of spare parts and products in general. In your chart, Mars in IX 
indicates both trade and business activity with other countries and tensions with 
other powers, as has happened with the US and other countries since 1959, pretty 
much. There is much more to comment on its founding charter, but I think it is more 
interesting to study the cycles and transits that Cuba will experience around 2025- 
2026, since it seems that it will be an important period for that nation. What will 
then happen in heaven? The renewal (conjunction) of the Saturn-Neptune cycle, 
which has proven to be closely related to its recent history, in recent decades. In 
addition, in those years Uranus will transit the Sun of birth and cross the Midheaven 
shortly after, while Pluto will enter the 6th house (possible changes in labor matters). 
Will it be the end of the socialist system on the island? It is very probable. When I 
met with Dr. Eusebio Leal Spengler in Havana, we were talking about this 
astrologically relevant period. We only have to wait a few years to see how this cycle 
manifests itself and the transits indicated. 


(73) Continuing with the previous note, referring to world astrology, I will now 
include a series of notes related to this important astrological branch. I will begin by 
pointing out something already well known by astrologers specialized in mundane 
astrology, but which is still an interesting point for all astrologers: the 

The discovery of Uranus coincided approximately with the beginning of the French 
Revolution, in the same way that socialist-communist ideas appeared with that of 
Neptune, and with that of Pluto the atomic age began. With the discovery of Quiron 
in 1977 (without being a planet as such) alternative therapies and all kinds of 
heterodox healing emerged with force. On a symbolic and time level, the lace is more 
than acceptable. 


(74) About the so-called vertex in world astrology: according to some astrologers, in 
earthquakes it is common for Mars or Uranus to be in conjunction, square or 
opposition to the vertex of the chart at the time when said natural phenomenon 


occurs. The same with respect to man-made disasters, such as the nuclear explosions 
in Hiroshima and Nagasaki, the sinking of the Titanic , or the Hindenburg airship 
disaster. Also according to some authors the heliocentric planetary nodes are 
important in certain mundane events. They seem to be in contact with some planets 
at the time of the event. An example that I have seen in another author and work and 
that I have written down: Uranus in conjunction with the North Node of Uranus for 
the atomic explosion of Hiroshima in 1945. And Mars in opposition to the South Node 
of Mars for the infamous 9/11. There are more configurations that may be relevant 
and that we normally do not take into account in world astrology. For example, the 
role played by asteroids, especially Ceres, Pallas, Vesta and Juno. All this deserves to 
be studied, but from here I will treat them separately and not in the same note. 


(75) Other less specific considerations are also interesting. This is the case of the 
passage of Pluto when, in a cyclical way, it crosses the orbit of Neptune (due to the 
characteristics of its own orbit) once every 248 years (approximately), and for about 
twenty years. The last time this happened was from 1979 to 1999. Can we associate 
it with a specific social, political, economic or cultural trend or current? The fact that 
during these years Pluto has been closer to the Sun than Neptune does not seem to 
have been especially important or significant. At least, I can't think of any clear 
association. 


(76) About comets: we know that they are celestial bodies that orbit around the Sun, 
following different elliptical, parabolic or hyperbolic trajectories. In the past, comets 
were considered catastrophic omens, celestial signs that announced -generally- 
unfortunate events. His appearance in heaven accompanied the birth or death of an 
important person. Shortly after Julio Cesar (44 BC) was assassinated, a comet 
appeared in the sky, which some saw as a sign related to the assassination. Halley's 
Comet, with its appearance cycle of about 75 years, is perhaps the best known of the 
many out there. Can we relate its appearance to noted world events? Let's try: in 
1910 Halley appears in the sky and Edward VII of England dies. In 1986, in the next 
reappearance, the explosion of the Challenger space shuttle and the Chernobyl 
atomic accident occur. dSimple coincidences? 

(77) A new point, related to the Saturn-Uranus cycle and the US presidential 
elections in 2017, at an astrological congress in Madrid, I commented on it in public 
through my presentation: the Saturn-Uranus cycle seems to be related to 
socioeconomic policies in the US, and indirectly, to the presidential elections 
themselves. I also anticipated a victory for the Democrats in November 2020, a 
prediction made when Trump was only a few months in office (in full swing, not like 
now in 2020). It must be remembered that when a president stands for reelection in 
that country, it is rare that he is not reelected. In the last sixty years (at least), I 
think there are only three cases in which the incumbent president has lost the 
confidence of the electorate: Ford in 1976, Carter in 1980, and George Bush Sr. in 
1992. To my prediction, apart from taking In consideration of Donald Trump's letter, 
I based myself on the cycle in question (Saturn-Uranus), because at the time I 
observed that when in the year in which there are elections or in the following year 
this cycle is operating in the sky ( in the form of a major aspect: conjunction, sextile, 
square, trine, opposition), the aspect itself seems to guide the vote or the social and 
economic policy in the country. Thus, when the aspects are harmonious (sextile, 
trine) conservative policies seem to win (Republican Party), while if the aspects are 
inharmonious (square, opposition), progressive policies seem to be victorious 
(Democratic Party). The conjunction seems to favor the Republican party. In election 
years when there are no major aspects of this cycle, we no longer have any valid 
guidance, and it is better to be guided by the cards of the contenders. This rule does 
not always work, but most of the time it does, according to what I have been able to 
verify. In 2016-2017 we had a trine between Saturn and Uranus and the Republican 


candidate (Trump) won, while in 2020-2021 we will have a square and, predictably, 
the Democratic candidate (Biden) will win. I can be wrong, of course, I am not 
infallible. I suggest the reader review the recent history of the US elections and draw 
their own conclusions; they won't stray far from mine. I have to say that this idea is 
synthesized in this note, but my theory is more extensive, more elaborate. This cycle 
seems to have been in operation, for some reason, since 1952; perhaps because 
before there was no such differentiated politics between parties. By the way, in 2024- 
2025 there is a sextile between the two planets in the sky, which suggests that within 
four years the American people will once again opt for the Republicans. We will see if 
the rule is fulfilled, both in 2024 and in this 2020. 


(78) About the Midpoints (PM) in world astrology: they seem to be as important as 
the natal PM. In the US military attack on Syria on 04-14-2018, Mars was in the PM 
of Saturn and Pluto. Even more: the 6° orb of the conjunction -because the planets 
are very close to each other- make Mars connect energetically -we could say it that 
way-, indirectly, to Saturn with Pluto, turning the triple conjunction into a true 
bomb , never better said. Another shocking PM worldwide is the one that occurred 
during the devastating earthquake in Mexico on 09-19-1985: Saturn was in the PM of 
Uranus and Pluto. In both events, where the leading role is obtained by the term 
"destruction", this is justified by the intervening actors: Mars, Saturn, Uranus and 
Pluto, all of them violent planets or with destructive power, three of them being 
malefic and one (Uranus) with characteristics similar to what is a bombardment or a 
telluric movement. 


This 2020 marks the 70th anniversary of the signing of a contract that changed 
football in Spain in the 1950s: Ladislao Kubala signed his commitment to 
Futbol Club Barcelona on June 15, 1950, at 8:30 p.m. hours, in the city of 


Barcelona. This is the letter: 


In case the reader does not know, I am not interested in soccer at all. This note is 
merely astrological, not sports. But I am interested in investigating all aspects of our 
society, and competitive sport is one of them, whether I like it or not. In the previous 
letter, calculated for the moment of signing, is registered - theoretically - what the 
contract itself will produce: sporting successes or failures, economic issues derived 
from the same contract between player and club and other matters closely related to 
the legal commitment It is a contract between two parties. Does the reader dare to 


highlight the most relevant aspects of this map of the sky at the time Kubala was 
signed by the FCB? It is true that it is necessary to know the story well, because 
otherwise we can overlook important details. For example, that Jupiter in the 2nd 
house does not appear to be so important. You can simply justify the fact that the 
club pays a salary (generally high, Jupiterian or Jupiterian, rather...) to the player, 
nothing more. But this Jupiter in the 2nd house benefits both parties, because after 
all it is a two-sided contract. The short story is this: with the signing of Kubala, the 
club increased its income (the player as well), by getting more members or 
subscribers and by being able to sell more tickets for the matches to the fans in 
general. But not only this, but the old FCB field (Les Corts) became too small with 
the spectacle of the football star, forcing his team to build another, larger stadium, 
the current one, between 1954 and 1957. Maybe not Justifies that Jupiter in II the 
huge economic leap for the club and for the footballer? The Sun-Moon conjunction in 
Gemini, on the Descendant, in trigon to the Midheaven, is very important in every 
way. A Midheaven whose ruler, Venus, is in his Domicile, in Taurus, and in 
conjunction with the V house, related to sports, of course. There is more information 
to unravel, not everything has been said. 


(79) Continuing with soccer: at the time I studied the foundation date of the two 
main Spanish soccer clubs: Real Madrid and Futbol Club Barcelona, and using 
planetary transits I adjusted the birth time of both according to the main events 
experienced. by both sports entities. To my knowledge, the time of day (hour, 
minute, second) that both clubs were founded is unknown. It is certainly a 
speculative exercise; In addition, it is not easy to find the birth time of a soccer club, 
because it is more difficult, more complicated than in the case of a person. But I 
think that in both cases my hypothesis is not far off the mark. Let the reader judge 
my double assumption based on past events and, above all, future ones. Here are the 
birth data for both clubs: 


Real Madrid: 03-6-1902, 20:57 (TU), Madrid. 
FC Barcelona: 11-29-1899, 21:17 (TU), Barcelona. 


I think that the foundation time in both clubs (at night) has a certain logic. In both 
cases it was during the week and if the founding members were working (quite 
likely), they should meet in the evening (6:00 p.m.-11:00 p.m.) to discuss everything 
related to the constitution of a soccer club itself: statutes etc Remember the reader 
that the rectified time is given in Universal Time. 


In both letters, Mars is in the V house, which justifies a sporting activity, plain and 
simple. In both cases, we also find Jupiter in the 4th house, which could be connected 
with the sense of belonging (the 4th house is also the family and the country of 
origin), of roots with respect to a particular entity. Besides, in the case of Real 
Madrid, I think its Libra Ascendant fits well with what is said about it: a noble, 
gentlemanly club, while FCB has a Leo Ascendant and the Sun is in Sagittarius, a 
sporty and competitive sign like this. neither. Studying both cards is an exercise that 
is as fun as it is instructive, without a doubt. 


(80) Pepsi-Cola was born as a drink on August 28 , 1898, in the USA, this being the 
date it was renamed by its inventor: Caleb Bradham (18671934). Before, it was 
known by another name. On that date of 1898 he received his first logo. There are 
other important dates for this popular cola drink -personally, it has always been my 
favorite-, such as the invention of the drink itself, back in 1893, from a mixture of 
water, sugar, caramel and other ingredients. Another relevant date was in 1902, 
when the company that would exploit the drink was created: Pepsi-Cola Company. 
On 06-16-1903 the Pepsi-Cola brand was officially born as such, so it is another date 


to take into account. 


But I think the most important date is 1898, because it is then when the drink is 
baptized with the name that will make it famous for more than a hundred years, and 
until today. A possible government concession of "registered trademark" does not 
change anything, since a product can be born and develop clandestinely, without 
registration or official brand of any kind. Therefore, I grant the date of 1898 the birth 
of the drink as such. Neither before, because the drink had another name and did not 
have the logo that was born next to the name in August 1898. Proof of this is a plate 
that circulates on the Internet -in the form of a photo-, dedicated to the founder of 
the brand, where it appears the date of 1898 and no other. It says ask "Caleb 
Bradham (1867 1934). Brad's drink which he created in pharmacy here, was 
marketed as Pepsi-Cola after 1898." The astrological chart (without time or place) 
included above is for 08-28-1898. Another additional (and personal) proof that this is 
the correct date is that the Venus of said chart, at 19° Libra (a very sweet 
combination), overlaps (1° orb) my natal Moon, at 20° of Libra. It is not important 
except for me, but surely this modest interplanetary synastry would have had to do 
with my choice over its well-known rival (Coca-Cola). By the way, both on the date of 
1898 and on the date of June 1903, the Sun of the chart is in inharmonious aspect to 
Uranus; a square and an opposition, respectively. Does the "Pepsi is different" ring a 
bell? It's almost an unwritten slogan. The identity of the brand (Sun) inharmonically 
related (accentuation) with the planet that is closest to the qualifying adjective 
"different" (Uranus). The Urano effect was also associated with the change in logos, 
colors and formats throughout its history, as opposed to the company and drink 
Coca-Cola, which has been much more stable over the years. Also its ups and downs 
as a brand and as a company, such as the bankruptcy of 1923 or the refounding of 
1965 as PepsiCo, its new name as a company, not a brand name. The Sun-Saturn 
square may have prevented it from overtaking its celebrated rival over time, among 
other limitations. However, together with the square with Uranus, it has been a 
useful energy to aspire more, to reinvent oneself, to grow, in short. It is very curious 
that the original name, which has been maintained since precisely 1898, is Pepsi, 
which comes from the word (in English) "dyspepsia". Its founder named it like this: 
Pepsi-Cola, because he believed that his drink really helped digestion. The Sun in 
Virgo is certainly a combination that is very close to issues related to health, how 
could it be otherwise. Venus and Jupiter in Libra have a lot to do with a sweet drink, 
of course (it seems that it always had more sugar than its rival). Obviously, we could 
continue exploring this letter without time, obtaining more information. In any case, 
the reader can delve into it if interested. 


(81) The Olof Palme case, referring to the assassination of this Swedish prime 
minister on 02-28-1986, appears again on the front pages of newspapers in 2020. 
The reason: after 34 years, investigators have concluded that the assassin was Stig 
Engstrom, known as Skandiamannen (the man from Skandia). He was one of the 
witnesses in the case at the time, and is now considered the material author of the 
assassination. This was stated in the middle of this year by the chief prosecutor in 
the case from Stockholm, considering the investigation closed as the suspect had 
already died. Astrologically, what can we say? Well, the transits that justify murder 
in Palme's chart (available on the Internet) are: Saturn conjunct the cusp of the 12th 
house (orb of 3°), 
Mars conjunct the Ascendant (orb of 1°), Pluto in opposition to the IC (orb of 5°), also 
being square to the natal Sun and to the cusp of the 8th house (being the Sun the 
ruler of the same 8th house) , and other less important transit aspects, but that act 
as an addend. Enough. What can we say about the alleged murderer? Engstrom (b. 
02-26-1934, time 
unknown, in Bombay, India) has an interesting connection with Palme's chart: his 
Mars is square to the Ascendant (from OP), with an orb of 1°, and his Saturn (from 
SE) is square to Palme's Mars , with an orb of 2°. These two aspects by synastry 
usually generate animosity and hatred, if the rest of the synastry does not prevent it. 
But there is more: the transits for the date of the assassination of the Swedish prime 
minister affect Engstrom's chart in a suspicious way, since Mars was square that day 
to his natal Mars (2° orb), this being a violent transit, as well as Mars applied, in 
transit, a square to his natal Neptune (orb of 4°), signaling a dangerous emotional 
exaltation, with a tendency to fanaticism, for those days. Another relevant transit: 
Saturn square to the natal Sun (2° orb). For me, that's enough, and in the absence of 
knowing SE's birth time, I think it's highly probable that he's the murderer, with the 
astrological evidence we have. There are too many coincidences. 


(82) More about world astrology: the conjunction between Uranus and Pluto in the 
sixties of the last century then brought a revolutionary climate worldwide. It was the 
time of Che Guevara and his guerrillas, May 68, the Chinese Cultural Revolution ... 
But when Uranus and Pluto connected again with a sextile in the 1990s, some of the 
demands of the young were neutralized ( and not so young) revolutionaries of that 
time. More freedom came after the fall of the Berlin Wall with the changes in Eastern 
Europe. Years later, at the beginning of the second decade of the 21st century, the 
square that united this explosive pairing brought with it another revolutionary 
climate, albeit a different one. After a devastating economic crisis, anti-system 
movements arose in the world, the indignados were born and the so-called Arab 
Spring flourished. For this reason, it is possible that when these two planets are 
united again - this time by a harmonic trigon - in the middle of the third decade of 
the current 21st century, we will witness a process of normalization, of peaceful 
assimilation of certain changes - in all orders - that the present world crisis (2020) 
imposes on us. However, the roots are deeper and go back to the sixties; some 
wounds have yet to heal. There are still a few years (and several planetary cycles) 
until around 2025 and beyond we will be aware of this new reality. 


(83) Continuing with one of the protagonists: Uranus, I want to remember that every 
time this planet passed through Geminis (the Ascendant of the US chart) there was a 
major war where that country was involved. It happened in his emancipation from 
England in 1776, in his Civil War and in World War II. In a few years, in this third 
decade of the 21st century, Uranus will return to Gemini. Will the US be at war 
again? 


(84) Exxon Valdez oil tanker , which occurred on 03-24-1989, we found the Sun 
square to Uranus (technical failure, without more, although combined with human 


error), but above all, we found Saturn (collapse) conjunct Neptune (oil). Also, 
Neptune is framed by Saturn and Uranus. In another major accidental oil spill, which 
occurred in early August 2020 near the Mauritius Islands, Neptune was framed by 
Mars and Saturn. At the level of interplanetary aspects, Mars was square to Saturn 
and Pluto. 


(85) It is curious to note that the conjunction between Uranus (technology) and 
Neptune (fantasy), which occurred in the 1990s, coincided with the boom in special 
effects in Hollywood film productions. It's not by chance. Of course, cinema belongs 
to the Venus (art) - Uranus (technology) binomial. In the first film projection in 
history (12-28-1895), by the Lumiere brothers, we find Venus conjunct Uranus (exact 
aspect). 


(86) The Mars-Neptune pairing operates in another sense, rather in relation to any 
idealistic, spiritual struggle, where there is an exaltation (Mars) of ideals (Neptune). 
It is an aspect of a medieval crusade, but also of social unrest such as those that 
began in the suburbs of Paris (France) around October 27, 2005. The revolts 
followed, in intensity, the world (from -4° to +4° ) approximate operational aspect, 
reaching with the exact aspect the most violent days. 


(87) The international society Alcoholics Anonymous was founded in the USA on 06- 
10-1935, under the aspect of Saturn (control, abstinence) in opposition to Neptune 
(alcohol). This opposition, which represents very well the central idea of this 
grouping, is supported by Jupiter, which applies a sextile to Neptune (adding faith, in 
the abstract, to the idea itself) and a trine to Saturn, this more material aspect, 
helping to build and develop (JJupiter-Saturn) a practical movement, really helping 
people to get out of that dangerous addiction. More: Peronism was born in Argentina 
(10-17-1945) with the conjunction between Jupiter and Neptune in Libra, while we 
find the same combination (in the sign of Aries) on 04-10-1869, when Jose Marti 
founded in Cuba the Revolutionary Party. NASA (American aerospace agency) was 
founded on 07-29-1958, under the Sun-Uranus conjunction , 

counting on a productive Square T that involves the same Sun, Mars and Neptune. 
There are other interesting configurations, such as the conjunction between Mercury 
and Pluto or the presence of Saturn in Sagittarius. 


(89) The Sun in the zodiac signs: on the Day of the Dead, on November 1 and 2 of 
each year, the Sun is in Scorpio, a sign associated with death. On school 
mathematics day, celebrated every year on May 12, the Sun is in the sign of Taurus, 
a sign that, as I say in several of my books, is related to this type of knowledge. 
World Farth Day is celebrated on April 22, with the Sun also in the sign of Taurus, a 
very ecological sign. Sometimes, the weight of the Sun in a sign is noticeable in 
specific events. For example, on 09-30-1982 the political-military organization ETA 
was dissolved, with the Sun (and four other planets) in the pacifist sign of Libra. 


(90) Apart from the Sun, all zodiacal emphasis due to 

the presence of several planets in a sign is valid. This is the case of the birth of the 
Boy Scouts (08-1-1907), founded by Robert Baden-Powell in England. In those first 
days of August 1907 we had four planets in the sign of Cancer: the sense of clan, of 
family 

(hiker, etc.), base of the scout movement. The conjunction of Mercury and Jupiter (in 
Cancer) is also significant (travel, communication). On the date of the first heart 
transplant (12-3-1967) we find three planets in Virgo (6th house: health, illness). The 
presence of three planets in the sign of Virgo and two in Leo (heart) at the World 
Congress of Cardiology held on 09-2-2006 is also significant. In the first world 
blackout in protest of climate change (02-1-2007), we found three planets in the sign 


of Aquarius (environmental, progressive, group sign). In addition, eight of the ten 
planets are in the so-called collective signs (Libra-Pisces). In the second world 
blackout in protest against climate change (03-23-2009), we again find three planets 
in Aquarius, with seven of the ten planets in collective signs. On the day the Quiniela 
was born in Spain (09-22-1946) -collective game of chance, based on sports results- 
three planets are in Leo (5th house: gambling, betting), plus Venus in Scorpio (8th 
house ), square Pluto in Leo (5th house), and four planets in Libra (society). In 
addition, Mars and Jupiter (sports pairing) are in conjunction. I don't like 
bullfighting, but I want to include a note here in relation to the bullfighting world: 
the well-known bullfighter Jose Tomas (n. 08-20-1975) had a tremendous success 
(according to the Spanish press) bullfighting on 06-5-2008 . Transits to your natal 
chart aside, if we observe the interplanetary configuration for that day we will 
understand the reason for such success: absence of hard aspects (and, therefore, 
accidents or errors) and abundance of harmonic aspects, such as Sun in conjunction 
with Venus and in sextile to Mars, among many others. However, a few days later 
(06-15-2008) the same bullfighter suffered three gorings. That day the Sun was 
square Uranus and opposite Pluto. By the way, I have written down (no date) that on 
the day an extensive report on the bulls was broadcast on television, the Sun and 
several planets were in Taurus. Continuing with the sign of Taurus, but in a very 
different sense: on 04-30-1883 the lipstick was invented or born. That day the Sun 
was in Taurus, along with four other planets. Taurus is related to words like beauty, 
aesthetics, plasticity, adornment. Venus and Mars were in conjunction in the sign of 
Aries, being an important combination to justify it, as is the square (exaggeration, 
enhancement) between Venus (beauty, aesthetics) and Jupiter, which occurred on 
that day. More about Taurus: the well-known Empire State Building, inaugurated on 
05-1-1931, has the Sun in the resistant sign of Taurus (sextile to Jupiter and square 
to Mars). It seems to hold up well over the years. However, on 07-28-1945 a small 
plane crashed into it: Pluto in transit over natal Mars and Saturn in transit over natal 
Pluto. None of this is coincidence. 


It must be said that the reality of the moment, in all senses, is generally well 
explained by the zodiacal positions and interplanetary aspects, as we have seen up to 
now. And if it is not explained reasonably well, perhaps it is because we are not able 
to see it. For example: 

Venus in Cancer emphasizes everything domestic and familiar, even the patriotic. 
And a trine of Venus with Jupiter underlines everything that has to do with 
affections, aesthetics, pleasures or luxury. Simple as that. 


(91) In my book World Astrology (2007) I expounded the theory and practice of 
cycles in mundane astrology. Since then, several years have passed and many 
remarkable events of world order have occurred. Let's see some of them, noting how 
the aspects of a planetary cycle (particularly, of the slowest planets) justify events 
related to the cycle itself: 


For example, in recent years the Jupiter-Pluto cycle has generated events of a 
revolutionary nature, such as a revolt in Kenya (JUP 0° PLU), another in Egypt (JUP 
90° PLU) and another in the USA (also at world level), with JUP 0° PLU; in this last 
case, against racism, throwing down statues of politicians and slave-owning notables. 
For the first two events I do not have the dates (I just wrote it down, I would have to 
look it up), but the third occurred between July and August of this year 2020. The 
Jupiter-Neptune cycle is completely different, as the reader can see if my world 
astrology work is at hand. In 2009 (JUP 0° NEP) he led to a US agreement with 
Russia for the reduction of nuclear weapons, Obama lifted restrictions on travel and 
remittances to Cuba, and the world attended a summit in 

Copenhagen on climate change. With another cycle: Jupiter-Uranus, and with the 


aspect of opposition (JUP 180° URA), at the beginning of October 2017 the Catalan 
independence movement reached its climax. The Jupiter-Saturn cycle also provided 
us with events in recent years: the crisis in Europe in 2010 (JUP 180° SAT), in which 
the European Union almost disintegrated, and a new crisis in 2020 (JUP 0° SAT), at 
as a result of the consequences of the coronavirus pandemic, with a controversial 
distribution of resources to alleviate the battered economy of some countries of the 
union. 


(92) As for the Jupiter-Saturn cycle (and its change of Element, always important) I 
want to point out that it does not enter a sign of Air (Aquarius) in 2020, as has been 
said out there to announce important changes in relation to this Element, but which 
he already did in 1980 for the first time. In my opinion, everything we have 
experienced in recent decades: proliferation of computers in homes, companies and 
public offices, the rise of faxes, emails and the Internet, mobile phones, world 
television, social networks, etc. ., All this is the product of the beginning of an 
important cycle in an Air sign, something that began in 1980, not now in 2020. In 
this last year, certain elements of this Air movement may begin to settle, such as the 
so-called I work remotely, but we cannot forget that the process -and what is really 
important- started much earlier. More about this cycle and its change of 

Item on pages 74-76 of my book Predictions for the 21st Century. 


(93) More about cycles, especially the heaviest ones: with the conjunction of Uranus 
and Pluto ( in the 1960s of the last 20th century) the rise of atomic energy began in 
the world, with the widespread construction of nuclear power plants to produce 
electricity being programmed internationally. . Centuries before, and without having 
anything to do with it, another heavy cycle: Uranus-Neptune, frames with its 
conjunction in Sagittarius a time of great navigators, explorers and discoverers. Note 
that it was between 1483 and 1485 when Christopher Columbus began to forge his 
discovering and colonizing adventure (never better said), and at that time Uranus 
and Neptune were in the sign of Sagittarius, so fond of projects of this type. 


(94) In another order of things, Andre Barbault suggests that the 1965 Saturn- 
Uranus / Pluto opposition is the activation of two cycles at the same time (SAT-URA: 
USA and SAT-PLU: China), and it coincided with the tensions between Americans 
and Chinese, because both cycles are in tension. Barbault also says that the socialist 
Saturn-Neptune cycle (SAT 120° NEP) of the moment allowed the former Soviet 
Union to establish itself as a mediator from a neutral and conciliatory position. 
However, in the newspaper archives I have not been able to verify that there were 
Chinese-American tensions of importance at that time; at least, that they justify what 
was pointed out. Perhaps the Vietnam War caused minor friction in this regard, but 
I'm not sure and it would be worth reviewing everything again. 


(95) In the 90s of the last century, with Saturn, Uranus and Neptune in Capricorn, 
the month of January of the years in which these planets were there was a month of 
news, since the Sun (and Mercury, Venus, on time) it passed as an updater, as a 
trigger, every year. Now, as before and in the future, the same thing can happen if 
there is -as in this 2020- a certain weight in a sign. 


(96) Uranus, Neptune and Pluto were in conjunction there around the 6th century 
BC. C. They coincided in Taurus, approximately in 576-577 a. C. It was an 
extraordinary period for humanity, since many of the philosophers and spiritual 
traditions of our world were born: Buddha, who started Buddhism in India, Lao-Tzu, 
who started Taofism in China, Mahavira in the India (Jainism), Confucius, the 
prophets Jeremiah, Ezekiel, Isafas (2nd) in Israel, Zarathustra, the birth of Greek 
philosophy, the democracy of Athens, etc. Given such a conjunction of the 


transpersonal planets, the generational ones, the sign can disappear or lose 
importance. However, we could find some meaning or relationship with Taurus, a 
sign that fixes, holds, anchors and stabilizes; Here, perhaps it allowed us to have 
strong, resistant foundations, so that what was sown in those years (ideas, religions, 
customs) would survive to this day. Among other possible meanings. 


(97) It is possible that the degree where the exact conjunction of two planets in a 
sign occurs, where a cycle is born, is important and that future transits of the same 
planets (perhaps of others, too) to that point coincide with some event related to the 
cycle itself. These points cannot be neglected and deserve in-depth study. 


(98) According to A. Barbault, India and China respond well to the Saturn-Pluto 
cycle. For my part, I have observed that Peru seems to respond well to the Jupiter- 
Saturn cycle. 


(99) On the natural chart of the world and the relationship 

between zodiacal signs and houses: Pluto in Sagittarius justified, with its last step, 
the great emigrations (mainly for work reasons) of the moment, but also tourism 
experienced a boom at that time. It also explains well the reactivation of religious 
fundamentalism in those years. But the opposite sign is also activated by the same 
step, signaling here a commercial revolution (Geminis: house III): 

outsourcing, globalization, the boom in Chinese imports, for example. Other 
examples: with the passage of Neptune through Virgo (1930s), we see high 
unemployment in the US (Virgo: VI house). Barbault points out, for his part, that with 
the passage of Pluto through the sign of Libra (house VII) the number of marriages in 
the world decreases. More recently, Pluto in Capricorn (house X) brought important 
changes in international rules or laws, whether economic or environmental. 


(100) In world astrology we have a tool widely used by today's astrologers, even by 
those who are not specialists in this astrological branch: the 0° of Aries. With it they 
try to capture the air, the main trends of a specific year for a particular country. I 
think it is not necessary to explain its operation here, so I will limit myself to showing 
some very clear examples (0° Aries charts): in the last great earthquake in Mexico 
(09-19-2017), Pluto was in conjunction with the house XII (ex.) of the chart, as well 
as square to Uranus (ruler of the Ascendant), and the Moon (the population) in exact 
conjunction to Saturn. During the famous "corralito" that Argentina lived a few years 
ago (2001), we have Uranus conjunct Midheaven and Pluto conjunct house VIII for 
the chart of the year. Another country that was in economic difficulties: Greece, 
around 2010. Saturn conjunct the Midheaven and Neptune in the middle of the 2nd 
house. When Brazil won the 2016 Olympics, in 0° Aries Jupiter was in the X house. 
Now, an example with 0° Cancer, a less important but still valid card: Spain wins the 
2008 Euro Cup with Uranus in conjunction with 

Ascendant, Jupiter in opposition to the 5th house and Sun and Venus in conjunction 
in the 4th house. 


(101) Another tool that I talk about in my book are the so-called Junations. Nor do I 
think -as with the 0° of Aries- that it is necessary to remember how to calculate a 
lunation or what its modus operandi is. Perhaps point out that the sign where the 
lunation occurs is emphasized during the following 28 days, but possibly in a limited 
way, due to its periodic and successive condition, which is repeated without ceasing. 
But what is really important is to consider the lunation as a more domal than 
zodiacal chart, so the angularity of the planets or the aspects (conjunctions, rather) 
to the angles or house cusps will be very important. An example of a revealing 
lunation: Spain wins the soccer world championship (the so-called World Cup) in 
2010. In said chart, for Madrid we observe these configurations (in code): MON 0° 


SUN, 0° DS (exact). 


(102) Another traditional element of importance in mundane astrology: eclipses. 
Eclipses can trigger changes and can bring important news related to power, 
including misfortunes. I have recorded events such as the accidental death of Albert 
I of Belgium, the abdication of Edward VIII of England, the attack on Adolf Hitler 
(1944), the death of Stalin or Mohamed V, for example. These events are 
accompanied by nearby eclipses for the dates they occurred. Many times the point of 
the eclipse touches the Sun or some important factor in the letter of the president. 


(103) No less important are the country charts, the equivalent of a birth chart at the 
national level. I have corrected several of these letters in recent years. For example, 
the letter from Peru: 28-07 1821, 15:55:04 (TU), Lima, or the one from Cuba: 20- 
051902, 17:43:13 (TU), Havana (already referenced and commented before). ). These 
types of cards show both the national character (Argentina and the US have the Sun 
in Cancer and are very patriotic) and specific details of each country (such as the 
strong 2nd house of the US, which justifies its powerful economy). . I am going to 
show an example of predictive operation with the letter from Argentina (corrected by 
Alexander Marr, if I remember correctly). On 02-22-2012 a serious railway accident 
occurred (almost 50 deaths). In the national letter (rectified) we observe these 
indications for the date: 


Transits: SAT 0° AS (orb of 4°). 
MAR 0° XII (orb of 2°). 
PLU 180° MER (in IX) (2° orb). 


D. Primaries: NEP 180° III (2' orb). 
C. III 135° LUN (2' orb). 


D. Secondaries: MAR 180° AS (4' orb). 

SAT 60° C. III (ex.). 

With these national charts, all predictive techniques (primary, secondary directions, 
PSSR, etc.) are valid. 


Some transits for the Brazilian chart (not rectified) for the designation of Rio de 
Janeiro (10-2-2009) as Olympic city for 2016: JUP 0° AS (-10°, approx.) and VEN 0° 
SOL (ex .). For Haiti (n. 1-01-1804, without time) and its terrible earthquake (01-12- 
2010), we have these interplanetary transits: PLU 0° MAR (ex.) and SAT 90° MAR 
(orb of 1°) , which justify well what happened, although there are more relevant 
transits. 


(104) With country charts we can also apply techniques such as Astrocartography 
(ACG). I have written down some interesting examples for the United Kingdom chart: 
Mars is over the Midheaven in ACG for the Malvinas Islands, which justifies the 
Falklands war with Argentina in 1982, as well as the permanent tension with the 
latter country due to its claim territory of the islands. For the chart of the United 
Kingdom I have another example: Mercury is in the Ascendant in ACG for India 
(Bombay, exactly), which can be related to the commercial activity with the former 
colony, which occurred profusely, as well as the construction of a communications 
network (railways, highways), which was promoted precisely to facilitate trade, 
among other possible secondary reasons. One last example, also for the UK: for Iraq 
(2003 Iraq war), Saturn is in the Midheaven and Neptune is on the Ascendant. 


(105) In this last note on world astrology I will include different minor issues that 
are also encompassed within this astrological branch. For example: synastries 


between countries and between a country and a leader are valid. In another order of 
things, the letter of the presidential mandate (calculated for the moment in which the 
position is sworn in, generally) is valid both at the level of interpretation and 
prediction. Besides, several dates with interesting events, astrologically speaking: 
when Pope Benedict XVI resigned (02-28-2013), there were five planets in the sky in 
Pisces, which is no coincidence. In the Chernobyl nuclear accident (04-26-1986), the 
Sun was in opposition to Pluto (exact aspect). At the heliocentric level, Earth was in 
conjunction with Pluto and Mars was in conjunction with Saturn (exact aspects). I 
have written down in a notebook that a mayor of Barcelona (I don't remember which 
one) stated that this city had a "progressive, modern, liberal tradition...". Yes, it is 
true, because it is a city of Aquarius, which was also a pioneer in the organization of 
congresses, magazines and astrological associations, having always had many 
astrologers. Everything said about Barcelona, my city, is purely Aquarian. By the 
way, speaking of cities, regions and countries: as is known, the map of Spain is 
subdivided by zones or areas of astrological (zodiacal) influence. Therefore, when 
there is a planetary transit of a heavy body by the sign that we associate with a 
region, it is not surprising that something happens in relation to the symbolism of the 
planet and in the region itself. Examples: the passage of Pluto through Scorpio 
(Catalonia) coincided with the changes -in infrastructures, etc.- due to the 
organization of the 1992 Olympics, while when Pluto passed through Sagittarius 
(Aragon) it was that autonomous region that experienced a profound transformation. 
In this type of transits, planets like Jupiter or Saturn are valid, of course; not only the 
slowest explain and justify facts to us. Continuing with this geographical astrology, it 
is worth noting that Spain (Sagittarius) was also renewed from head to toe with the 
transit of Pluto through said sign. An example with a city: London. The English 
capital hosted the Olympics in 2012, with Venus and Jupiter passing through Geminis 
(a sign related to the city) on the opening day of the games (07-27-2012). 


(106) I have decided not to accept more private astrological consultations as of 
September 2020. It is a thoughtful decision. In fact, for years I have not advertised or 
offered any astrological service on my website. Even so, people have written to me 
and I have kept my practice for many years. I stopped teaching and offering courses 
some time ago. Now I leave the query. They are almost thirty years attending 
consultants in the five continents. I don't remember who my first client was, it's been 
too long and there are too many in number, but it must have been there for 

1992. In June of that year I was living at my grandmother's house, in a colony almost 
in the middle of the mountains, on the outskirts of Badalona, and I remember 
receiving some consultants who had opened an herbalist's shop in Barcelona. A short 
time later, they offered me and my friend and teacher Adolfo Roca to serve, as 
astrologers, some of their clients in their herbalist's shop, which was located on 
Pintor Mir street in the Horta neighborhood of Barcelona. We went every afternoon 
and made several natal charts in a row, since that astrological service was 
successful. I didn't have any other job, so even then I could consider myself a 
professional astrologist. I learned a lot on those afternoons in 1992 and 

1993, that's the truth. After that period of 

Astrological shooting, I have had clients in Spain, mainly, but also from Argentina, 
Brazil, Chile, Ecuador, Mexico, Puerto Rico, Paraguay, Cuba, USA, Canada, France, 
England, Italy, Morocco, Australia, Vietnam, Uganda... Of all races or ethnicities: 
white, black, Asian, Latino, Arab, etc. Consultations in Spanish, basically, but also in 
English. Letters to both newborns and deceased, commissioned by their relatives, of 
course. And inquiries of all kinds. Ihave even been consulted by astrologers 
professionals: from technical issues to when to operate. I could write a book about 
my experience in this area. The reason for retiring at the time of greatest demand for 
my services (in fact, I have rejected many assignments in recent times) is twofold. 
First, I don't need it financially, because with my current business and personal 


advice, select and limited to the maximum, I already have more than enough. This 
only takes me a few hours some mornings. The rest of the day is spent thinking, 
researching, and writing about astrology and other topics. Nothing else. Second, that 
the consultation does not bring me anything anymore. In my career as a consulting 
astrologer I have been forced to find or refine astrological tools or concepts to be 
more useful to my clients. Some of the techniques that I expose in my books, such as 
the SRA, were created to improve, optimize certain aspects of the consultation (in 
the case of the SRA, for the rectification of the birth time). But after a certain time 
and level, one does not learn more, or very little, or slowly. It's always the same, like 
going around in a circle. I am fifty-three years old and have never been so effective in 
consulting; I could go on for twenty or twenty-five more years and make more 
money, but I'd rather not. At this point, time is worth more to me than money; 
although in truth, it was always like that. Money comes and goes, but time goes and 
doesn't come back. I prefer to dedicate the entire afternoon to playing with Fidel, my 
Amazon parrot. I also have to say that, in truth, I have never felt like a consulting 
astrologer as such. I have always considered myself an astrological researcher who 
accepted private consultations; more author of works on the subject than consultant 
or professor of astrology. I identify myself more with my role as author, researcher 
and astrological writer. Being a worker in astrology is fine, since it fulfills a social 
function and it is a profession like any other, but the above -researching, writing- is 
more important, and someone has to do it if we intend to continue advancing in our 
field from a point of view. from a technical and human point of view. In an imaginary 
Maslow pyramid , in a professional key, the astrological consultation would be at the 
base; that is being a worker in astrology: making natal charts and getting paid for it. 
And at the top would be precisely a more theoretical activity: thinking, studying, 
researching and writing about astrology. This is how I want to fill the remaining 
years of activity. And attend some astrological congress to which they invite me. 
Nothing else. For this there is no retirement. But my career as a consulting 
astrologer doesn't end in 2020. I just stop being on the market, so to speak, stop 
serving the public, and forever. Because I continue to advise a small number of 
companies and people (some of them very well known), as an astrologer. I see myself 
as an adviser who is here now, in Spain, but tomorrow may be in Australia or Hawaii, 
working as a consultant or adviser for other people. And maybe I will continue doing 
it at 85 years old if some rich industrialist, either in Switzerland or in South America, 
may need and pay for my services. I always have in mind the case of Hjalmar 
Schacht, a German economist who in 1934 was advising Adolf Hitler and who was 
still active in 1962, doing the same for the government of the Bahamas. We will see. 


(107) By the way, regarding astrological consulting I have some advice to give to 
those who aspire to be competent and worthy as consulting astrologers. To begin 
with, it is important to complete general education and not stay halfway. Preferably 
higher education (university), in order to set the intellectual and cultural bar 
(theoretically) of practicing astrologers as high as possible. To train as astrologers, it 
is best to do it in the appropriate centers or academies, with a track record and a 
level recognized by the group. It is true that one of these recommended astrology 
schools is not always close to the student. But today distance learning is already a 
reality. For example, the Faculty of Astrological Studies (d. 1948), the AFA , and 
other prestigious organizations teach at a distance or through local teachers and 
centers. Apart from the accreditation or diploma of each one's academy, it is 
important to obtain a certification of the level -especially if one wants to dedicate 
himself professionally to astrology- from international organizations such as the ISAR 
or the NCGR, which also allow membership and reinforce the astrological collective 
through meetings, newsletters or internal magazines; They also support the 
professional at a legal, bibliographical level, etc. With respect to this, it is important 
that every astrologer is affiliated with an astrological association or society, since 


both astrologers and astrology itself benefit from it. Regardless of this, the obligation 
of every professional in astrology is to continue studying to reach the highest 
possible level, permanently recycling through courses, seminars, conferences or 
subscription to magazines in our field. If there is time and talent for it, researching, 
undertaking studies (statistical or of a certain level) of all kinds and publishing 
(articles, books), is also desirable; as long as there is a contribution to the group, not 
for a mere curricular interest. The work of disseminating our discipline in the media 
is always desirable, but only when there is sufficient knowledge, experience and 
communication skills. Regarding this point, I recommend the reader my work 
Astrology within your reach (Ediciones Indigo, Barcelona, Spain, 2011), because in 
this book you will find a bit of everything: a synthesis of the history of this discipline, 
how astrology works , tests and statistics, etc. The novice astrologer will learn to 
defend himself against the critics of this matter with forceful arguments; in short: a 
kind of astrology defense kit . 


The astrological consultation itself deserves a serious and deep consideration on our 
part. Next, I will expose a whole series of ideas that should be taken into account to 
offer a good astrological service. To begin with, say that the form is as important as 
the content. That is to say: apart from what is said or the interaction with the client, 
the place (physical space), the furniture, the decoration, the table, the distance 
between the astrologer and the client, and other elements of the astrologer's office 
are important. They can inspire confidence or just the opposite. They can show a 
serious image or a frivolous and careless vision of our discipline. I also consider 
important the attire of the astrologer. If you are a man, you do not need to wear a 
suit and tie, but you do need a shirt, jacket and dress pants and shoes, as a 
minimum. In my case, I have used the tie when traveling, visiting clients at home, 
attending the media or in some astrology courses and congresses. If it's a woman, 
the same thing: a suit, dress or set and suitable shoes, as if we were going to the 
office to work. In addition, a tidy table, an astrological diploma or certification 
hanging on the wall, a shelf full of astrological works and details of this type, give a 
good image and help create a suitable atmosphere; They even allow you to focus 
more on the subject. I will also say that I do not like receiving a client on a sofa, 
leaving the alignment of astrologer and consultant at 120°, let's say the case. Here, 
the trine is not so favourable. I prefer the opposition: astrologer and consultant 
sitting face to face, in chairs, with a table in the middle, and with enough distance. 
That distance, literally and figuratively. Dealing with the consultant must be 
respectful, warm, close, empathetic but distant at the same time. That table that 
remains between the two represents, symbolically, this idea. Never stop keeping 
your distance. As for what is said, it is convenient to frame everything within a code 
of ethics and rules of conduct specific to the astrological group to which one belongs 
(by country, affiliation to a certain society, etc.). The practice of professional 
astrology in India is not the same as in Canada. The same thing that happens with 
law or medicine. In another order of things, the pronouncement of the astrologer 
(interpretation, prediction) must be flexible, not dogmatic or deterministic. Neither 
should it be conceived as a speech or a conference, but rather giving it an interactive 
approach. You have to ask, promptly reflect. The consultant must feed the 
consultation with his words: ideas, memories, emotions, desires, objectives. Anything 
goes. Only then will there be a constructive, productive flow, back and forth, being 
the most efficient astrological advice. We must not lose sight of the type of 
commission that they make us, what the consultant asks of astrology, because we 
must not offer what is not demanded. Sometimes, less is more. The ideal duration of 
an astrological consultation is 60 to 90 minutes. Sometimes a little more. If due to 
the type of astrological study (a complete natal chart) more time is needed (for 
example, two hours or more), it is advisable to do it in two or more sessions. In an 
ordinary astrological study (individual natal chart), it is essential to rectify the time 


of birth, as I teach in my books. Because it goes without saying that a consultation 
must be prepared before the client arrives. The astrologer who improvises is not a 
good astrologer. In addition, it is always necessary to have the natal or annual chart 
of our client at hand, along with a script, some notes, an outline for the consultation, 
with a more or less extensive text, depending on each professional. A purely 
astrological detail: hourly astrology can answer people's specific questions with a yes 
or no, in a way that natal astrology cannot. Let us not forget, then, to procure a 
broad knowledge of our discipline, as extensive and deep as possible. It is also 
important to avoid making references to astrological concepts, techniques or words, 
avoiding technical terms and astrological jargon as much as possible. Everything 
must be explained in the same way that a doctor explains to us what an MRI ora 
medication is. Finally, to say that the previous study time, the duration of the session 
and the prestige or worth (which do not always go hand in hand) of the astrologer, 
will determine the cost of the consultation. It can range from 60 US Dollars or Euros 
to 150, 200 or more. A recommendation not to forget: you must always seek 
excellence in astrological advice. That should be our north as professionals. 


A third section within this note, no less important and necessary, is the one that 
refers to the astrological advice itself. Although in our work as consulting astrologers 
we base ourselves on a deep knowledge of a subject -here, astrology- and we are 
learned in it, when advising or advising a person we must always contribute 
something of ourselves. I am not referring to a more or less linear interpretation of a 
natal chart, nor to an astrological forecast that, too, can be technically impeccable, 
but to the moment in which, through a radical configuration, a planetary transit or a 
simple question of our consultant, we must pronounce ourselves beyond astrology: a 
piece of advice, a recommendation, a word of encouragement or a warning. It may 
seem trivial, but our success or failure will depend on our success or failure 
(personal, sentimental, family, professional). You have to live up to the 
circumstances, and also from the human point of view. Here, common sense, practice 
as professionals or life experience -in the form of experiential closet background-, 
can weigh more than the astrological technique itself, or can compensate it, 
balancing the consultation. It is a field where there are no rules, it is something that 
is not learned in an astrology academy and that, however, is fundamental in 
astrological consultation. I could summarize the learning that is needed in one word: 
live. That is to say: having lived, having vital experience, knowing all the facets of 
existence. In one of my books I have said something like this: "you can't win the Tour 
de France at sixty, but you can't write Don Quixote at thirty either." Here, it is the 
same: how can you advise a person of fifty at the age of twenty-five or thirty? Or one 
of twenty, it's the same, although the life of the latter may be apparently less 
complicated. During the years that I have taught astrology, I have repeatedly come 
across a very curious phenomenon: a student (or student) who becomes fascinated 
by astrology and, during the classes, the course, or later, decides to dedicate himself 
to it. astrology. Young people with 25 or 30 years. Sometimes a little older. They 
don't understand that astrology, at a professional level, is a very hard path, with a lot 
of competition. As this discipline is not regulated, intrusion is very large and 
sometimes marketing and advertising (or social networks) replace personal baggage. 
It's that sad, but the average client doesn't bother to check each other's history. But 
that's not all: in truth, to be really competent and competitive (in the long run, I 
mean) you need knowledge and experience, and you can't buy that; They are years 
and years invested before being able to give the first consultation. The same as a 
university degree, because the demand of our subject is not less. But not only that, 
because each year of experience is important and an astrologer with five years of 
making birth charts is better than three, and ten better than five, as a general rule. 
Not to mention astrological talent, 


Of course, that can make a difference. Even so, some intend to make a career in 
astrology with a three-month course... But going back to life experience: even 
supposing that one 

He would begin to study astrology at eighteen, as if it were a university degree, 
delving into it for five or seven years, in full dedication, the experience of consulting 
would be missing. Generally, one acquires fluency and skill, in short, by practicing 
first with family and friends, with known cases and later with some innocent 
commissions, paid or not. Yes, you can simultaneously study the theory as a parallel 
filming, but even so, a 25-year-old consultant astrologer? 30-year-old? It seems little 
to me. And the vital experience of which he spoke? One has to have lived long 
enough to be able to advise or recommend such and such a thing. I already made 
natal charts when I was twenty-five years old, but at fifty I have been a better 
astrologer; first, for a greater astrological knowledge, and second, for a greater vital 
experience. I was not in a monastery in that period of time, but personally and 
professionally I gained experience. This is why I insist on being able to advise from a 
position of advantage, where maturity and experience are part of the formula, along 
with astrological techniques and procedures, which are also decisive. I have 
experienced the desires, dreams, objectives or problems that the consultants talk 
about in the first person before, and that helps me give better advice and makes me 
a better astrologer, that is the question. How is age not going to be decisive and life 
experience not useful in the consultation? 


(108) By the way, speaking of the so-called social networks -a purely Aquarian 
phenomenon, of this new age-, many people ask me why I don't participate in them. 
Well, I can sum it up in one sentence: I don't like to waste time. But it is necessary 
that I explain myself a little more: in truth, I believe that they are useful if they are 
used well, but this does not happen frequently and many are enslaved by them. No, 
the digital, the virtual is not a (better) substitute for reality, but rather an illusion, a 
mirage, a fallacy. Real life is off the wires, off the grid. In addition, there is a clear 
danger of social overexposure (worth the term), which is especially negative when 
one has a basically professional profile on the networks. I'm fine with sharing a video 
or a post on YouTube, Twitter or Facebook. I also have a website, with books (like 
this one) and videos on the net. But my presence in the network is unidirectional. 
Because what seems absurd to me is wasting time maintaining a dialogue -many 
times childish, unproductive and even critical- as a result of that shared opinion or 
information. I can understand it on a personal level (there are always retirees, 
unmotivated young people and vocationally unemployed with time to spend), but not 
on a professional level. 

For example, regarding our discipline: how can a professional astrologer have time 
to answer basic questions to the first person who passes through his space on social 
networks? The information must be sought where it is found: in dictionaries, on the 
Internet (though carefully, not on Wikipedia) or in astrology academies, if the 
interest goes further. Can you imagine a surgeon answering simple questions about 
his profession on Facebook? It doesn't seem serious to me. It would be better to run 
away from that doctor and not be operated on by him. A good professional manages 
his time well and if he has ten minutes to spare, he spends them reading, studying 
and perfecting his knowledge. Or cultivating yourself on a personal level, which is 
also necessary. Not being on Instagram , Twitter or Facebook is not being 
incommunicado. Quite the contrary: you are connected to reality, which is the real 
world. By the way: if someone writes to me (via email), I always reply; for this, it is 
not necessary to be on social networks. 


(109) Continuing with a previous note, about professional astrology, it is necessary to 
underline the importance of having the right tools, be they reference books or 
astrology computer programs. Here, I want to comment on this last point, since 


having good astrological software is essential. In my career as an astrologer, which 
has spanned 32 years since that summer of 1988, I have used different astrological 
programs. Some are very sophisticated, like Polaris, a program specifically designed 
and created to rectify birth hours. At the beginning, I remember using a good 
program for primary and secondary addresses that today we would consider 
obsolete, very rudimentary and in an archaic computer language (MS-DOS, I think): 
Special 1, designed by Alexander Marr. I remember several letters exchanged and 
several telephone conversations held with Marr, back in 1988, due to some technical 
problems he had in using this German astrologer's program. They were different 
times. Of course, I lived through that long period -in fact, it lasted forever and until 
the nineties of the last 20th century- in which the natal maps, the solar revolutions 
and other charts were calculated by hand. This procedure was slow and heavy, as 
much as drawing the astrological symbols and the lines of aspects that joined the 
planets, but as I say in a previous work of my authorship, thanks to this one 
gradually entered the natal theme. It had its magic, its charm, although this process 
was not exempt from errors. Speaking of bugs and astrology programs, for me one of 
the best programs is Solar Fire, which is currently manufactured and distributed by 
Astrolabe ._It is one of the ones I normally use, even when traveling with my tablet. I 
recommend it for being very complete and precise. Now, nobody and nothing is 
perfect and everything can be improved. As an example, a button: I discovered some 
time ago that this program has some calculation errors, such as the example of the 
bullfighter Manolete. According to the data we have, he was born in Cordoba (Spain) 
on 07-04-1917, at 1:20 in the morning. I know for sure because in the past I asked 
for and had in my hands a copy of his birth certificate. Well, if we calculate your 
letter with Solar Fire , the program incorrectly deducts one hour from us. That is to 
say, he miscalculates his natal chart and gives us an Aries Ascendant, when 
Manolete really had a Taurus Ascendant. It is a major mistake. Instead, the 
Astrodatabank program (www.astro.c om _) if you calculate your chart correctly. It 
must be said that since January 1, 1901, Greenwich Mean Time has been adopted in 
Spain, so it is not appropriate to discount any time until April 15, 1918 at 11:00 p.m., 
when the time is introduced. Of summer. Why this astrological note? Because we 
must always be cautious and not trust technology, which although it makes many 
things easier for us, if we follow it confidently and mechanically it can lead us to 
some errors. It is always desirable to contrast the information for an astrological 
work - professional or not - rigorous. You have to study, investigate, explore 
everything and master all aspects of our activity, including the knowledge of possible 
failures in renowned astrological programs. Obviously, at the time I wrote to the 
manufacturer informing him of this error. They didn't answer me, but I hope they 
take it into account and correct it in the next editions of this software, which for me 
is still one of the best on the market. 


(110) Speaking of astronomical or astrological errors: in recent times a work signed 
by a certain Eleanor Catton, a young New Zealand author, entitled The Lights has 
appeared. It has been a worldwide success and has even spawned a television series. 
It is a literary, fictional, non-astrological work, but it seems that it uses astrology as a 
framework, as a structure or as a reference for some characters or for the plot; or for 
all together. The truth is that I did not want to read more than the first pages. 
Specifically, a Notice to the reader, by way of preamble, in which the author makes it 
clear (for me, who am an astrologer) that she confuses constellations with signs of 
the zodiac. His use of the precession call is very unfortunate. But it is not so strange, 
because I still see in some astrology school syllabi that they put at the same height 
that arbitrary grouping of stars called a constellation with a very well 
compartmentalized energy, in twelve sections* (signs) of 30 degrees of arc, called 
zodiac. This begins right at the vernal point, which corresponds to the intersection of 


the ecliptic and the celestial equator. This point marks the beginning of the twelve 
signs of the zodiac (0° of Aries), regardless of the stellar background there is, 
whether it is one constellation or another. Simple as that. The astrological eras, 
which the author mentions tangentially, have a special fit here -it is true-, between 
constellations and signs, but this is another matter entirely. From a strictly individual 
point of view, at the level at which it is taken for the book, this confusion is a 
misinformation that spoils what the author has poured into society, intentionally or 
not: a handful of astrology mixed with literature, which in the end is life itself. A pity, 
really. 


(111) To close this book, a last note dedicated to the Monastery of Sant Jeroni de la 
Murtra (San Jeronimo de la Murtra, in Spanish), which is located on the outskirts of 
Badalona (Barcelona). I visited it a few months ago, after not touching and stepping 
on its old stones for decades. I used to come here when I was little with my paternal 
grandfather, since it was not far from his house. It was in this monastery of the 
Order of San Jeronimo (founded at the beginning of the 15th century) where the 
Catholic Monarchs received Christopher Columbus, in April 1493, upon his return 
from his first voyage to America, when the New World was discovered. Columbus 
arrived at this monastery with converted native Indians, parrots and agaves that still 
inhabit the slopes of the surrounding mountains today. Manuscripts were copied 
here and the monks and scholars of the time had a large library, almost mythical, 
which burned down with the popular riots of 1835. It is not difficult to understand 
that astrological works should not have been lacking. The monastery was founded in 
1416, under a Uranus-Pluto trine in Air signs and with Neptune in Cancer. There is a 
probable date for his birth which is October 22, 1416 (Julian calendar). If the date is 
correct, we have a Sun in Scorpio conjunct Venus and square Jupiter and Saturn. 
There are possibly three planets in Scorpio (if we count the Moon). Among the 
general aspects and configurations for that day, a Grand Air Trine stands out, formed 
by Mercury, Uranus and Pluto. A multiple aspect that would be on a par with his 
famous library, for example. The Mars-Neptune opposition is also interesting, as it 
offers the monastery good fuel for its faith and spirituality. Something like religious 
fervor or exaltation (Mars) (Neptune). I have decided to end this work here, 
remembering an enclave of historical and also personal importance, since the 
monastery itself and what it represents help to reflect on the role of astrology in 
today's women and men, in our world of the 21st century. . In a place where time 
does not run, where there is only calm and peace, in perfect harmony with nature. 
Here, one realizes the ephemeral nature of being and the importance of being able to 
handle unique information, astrology, that comes to us from heaven and that it is 
necessary to transmit to new generations. This is how it was for centuries and 
millennia, and this is how it will continue to be in the future. Veritas filia temporis. 


jeff 
Canyet (Badalona), summer 2020. 
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